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Ret op = IS IH Tow \ V. Got = ew 
Tothe Honourable Houſe of (/0m- 


mons allembled in Parkament. 


T was the Goodneſile, and Honour of Artaxerxes 
|| Longimanus, ts accept graciouſly that homely Preſent Pluc.in Ariz, 

of the poor Country-man , who, having nothing elſe to 

give, fetcht both his hands full of water from the next 
River, and offered it to that Perſian Monarch,while others 
preſented gifts of value. 

I now cove before Tow with both hands full , and my 
Ublation is very mean; Two plain Sermons : yet two, 
at once. Shall Tour Goodneſle caft « benign Afpett upon 
ſo curt and impolite a Teftimony of my gratitude and obe- 
dlence, it ſhall be my work to make that Tour Honour. | 

The firſt of theſe Sermons was Ordered 19 wait upon 
Tos from the Preſſe, above three yeers ſince. But , becauſe 
that Peece was imperfett , I Seafad ( that Zarah might 
208 prevent the birth of Pharez ) to make (tay of it , untill Gen-z8. 
an opportunity of finiſhing the Text. This being now 
pas and Your ſecond Order calling for it , I durſt not 

iſobey. 

Tis will find in them what, 1 preſume , Tow all expect 
from my Tongue , and Pen; down-right faithfulnefle 
without paint or blending ; which in the iſſue will find more 
favonr, than flattery. 1 ove; few of Tow have leaſure to 
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read all.; I were well iff fome., who havetime , mints Fe 
nypart alt” Berter fo, - 11an t6 exchange Sernion 93 

ewſe-Books. SR?! ob Mort 2S on 

' To fuch as art willing to peruſe any peece Bereof, but 

cannot go over all, I commend the laſt Ule of each Sermon; 
but more «ſpecially that too-ſhort Catalogue of Nationall 
ſins, ſet down neer the end of the firſt; to kindle Tour 
zeale , and to quicken Tour induſtry to wath this Nation 
from them , leſt the Lord ( ſtill very angry ) abborre our 
Faſts, and caſt back owr Prayers as dung upon our facts, 
withaur An{wer z «ud, make our Armies fruitleſſe, even 
in their. very ſuccelles. | 

He , who hath his Chaire in Heaven and teacheth: 
the heart, preach it over again and again to all Your 
Hearts, that they may be ſo waſhed, av all maybe faved? 
and that. while ( among other Yout ſedulous and honowr- 
able endeavours for laving two periſhing Kinedomes ) 
Tow labour to make ſnch Exerciſes as theſe more publike for 
the grod of all , they may chiefly promete Tour own edify- 
ing and ſalvation. This #.the End , and ſhall 8 the. 
sonſtant Prayer of 


Tour "moſt obliged Servant 
in the Lord ]Esus. 


COR. BURGES 


The 


The Firſt SERMON, 


OPENING 


-The Neceſsity and Benefit of 
waſhing the Heart. 


Preached to the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons , March 30. 1642. 
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JER. 4. 14. O Feruſalem, waſh thine heart from 
wickedneſſe, that thou mayft be ſaved. How we. ſhall 
thy vain T houghtfAodge withinthee ! 


>a Ur weeping Prophet be aan ro- 
TSX phecics, in the ecochef | {ofraha ; thebeh fer. 1.2. 
STA King, of the yo peoples: that ever. fdah Þ 2-KR. 2324+ 


| Tha gra upon the zealous 
KL Joſe That * NS LUI , 4 1n his oy 
»Y [Thercupon God ſentthis adtive Prophet tqaf- pj... 1. 
{i himjn.ic, the very next y cara 7 he began 2.Chr0.36. 15, 


it. Whin once the hearts of Ma tes at Og (6, 17. 
"Ps ſincerely vent to a erogh [Bae 
ne 


4. The Neceſſity and Benefit 

E xpofitson, Houſe and Worſhip of God, the Lord never failes to raiſe up 
irable inſtruments, even in the worlt times , according to 
e greatneſſe and difficulties of it , tocarry it on , ſo far as in 
his wiſdom, he is pleaſed to proſper it. But here, agreat work 

came to nothing: Therottenneſfle of the peoples hearts, lon 
accuſtorh:d to Idolatry and all manner of wickedneſſe, -( which 
uſually accompaines Idolatry,) was ſuch, as would admit of 
no Cure; even when their outward Reformation ſeemed to 
be very far advanced. 7oſfiah, with a perfc& heart, began the 
work z yet, that Reformation ended in a delolation, becauſe his 
Sujcas, not withſtanding their ſeeming unanimous conſent 
to his proces and their outward compliance with him, 
* 7er. 3.10, In whatever he acfired *, ( the great ſolemn Covenant it ſelf, 
which 7ofrah made before the Loyd, to keep his Commandments 
c 2Chro.34-31, With all his heart ©, not excepted z ) yet, their hearts went 
Z 2+ not withhim , but hated-to be reformed. This hypocriſy , as 
it aggravated their iniquity, foit heightened the indignation-of 
a provoked Father , turning his Love and long-ſuffering into 
{hape Revenge. Nor could Better iſſue be. expected from that 
unhippy conjuncture of ſach a King , yoked with ſuch a per- 
verſe generation, than from the patring of pew cloth unto an old 
d Matt 9.16, 17 £47 mnt , or of neW wine into old bottles d . This drew on that 
| dreadfull Captivity of Babylon ; in reference whereunto , the 
Lord profeſſeth, at. the twelfth. verſe , Now Will 1 give ſer- 
tence againFt them. So dangerous is it for a People, under god- 
ly Magiſtrares, to trifle with God by ag balting Reformation; 
which he can lefle brook in ſuch as profeſſe obedience to him, 
than down-right. profaneneſſe in thoſe that have not known 
him. Nothing is mere fatall to a Nation, in Reforming times, 
i than'to oppoſettbat Reformation within in their hearts, which 
| A they a nay oy promote. ' bis isto juggle 
borer : tor Ba ecnds of their own;, which nevergoes pd» 
nithad; \< oft BY F-9 3. +-Fw — | Wh 
0202-208 f The Babylonian fhould come npon them , like « Lion from 
1.) : big thicker, a Deftreyer that would {pare none,but lay allwaſte, 
T' e®) a Arp wid of the Wilderneſſe C yor to fans nor to cleanſe , but to 
tatryalvay all before it; ) aloud that ſpreads the La 
95H 95+ v wi N 


of vwaſbing the Heart, \' 
with dreadfull blacknefſe 5 his Cherers ſhould: be'as a whir/c= FW. 5 
wind that ſudderily ſcatters all in the midſt of a calme z and bis wes 
borſes., ſWifter than Eagles. All which is threatned from the 
fifth verſe, to the end of the thirteenth. + | hints - 
 An&ebecauſc this was now peremptorily reſolved , Zeryſa- 
lem is (criouſly exhorted to prepare to meet her God, byaunfained 
- Repentance, that ſo ſhe might be ſaved ont of it , at the time 
prefixed by God for her deliverance: and with all ſhe is up. 
braided-with her hardneſſe. of heart, cunQation,and folly in de- 
laying thiscourſe , which might make her capable of that al- 
vation; This is the ſumme, and ſcope' of the preſent Text, 
wherein are two parts. 


I. A Patheticall Exhorration to Repentance , whereby they 
might obtain releaſe, as a mercy, at the end of their Cap- 
tivity ; O Jeruſalem, Waſh thine heart from Wickedneſſe, 
that thou mayſf be ſaved. 


2. AſharpExprobration for their vanity of heart in excogi-. 
. *.+ tatipgandreſolving upon wayes of their own, tq avoid - 
- _  thatevill; with negle&t of 'this duty. How long ſpall thy 

' vain thougbts lodge Within thee | | 


Begin with the Zxhortation, wherein, by way of Explica- | 
tion, I.ſhall briefly canſfider, : MING 
1. The-Perfons exhorted, Feraſalem. | a3 | 
2. The mktter of the duty to which he exhorteth her, waſh 
thine heart from'wickedneſſe. K | | 
3 le motive, (which is aſtrong one, ) that won wayſt be 
ſaved; * 1 Ml MOST | 1d 
"I. The'Perſons are Jeruſalem. 'O 7eruſalem |- The exproſe.'! 0 Jeruſalem. 
fon js very'patheticall, by way of a mournfull 7nterje&ios, at- 
guing mach tendernefle of affe&tion and ardency.of defire that ' 
his councelt might take place. Thereis in 1talſo a Afcronymy; -- 
the place, put fpr the perſons .init.; and , a-Synccdoches Fernſa- 
lem being but a part, is put for the whole Kingdom , che.rem- + , vj. 41, 
nant of his Inheritance *, This muſt needs be ſo, becauſe ſo many x3, 14. 
ny 3 2 are 


Fe 


e Pſal. 132. 13. 
f Ter. 24. 3+ 


aſh, 
g Heb. 9.10. 
b Gen. 49. 10. 


#1. Pet. 3.21. 


& Heb. 9. 14. 


T be: Neceſſt y' and Benefit 
are here'called upon'to waſh, as were defiled , which was the 
condition of all 7#dab ; yex, They were all grievous yevolters, 
walking with flanders, braſſe aud iron, all corrupters , Jer. 6. 28, 
defiled, and defiling others ” | 

But Jeruſalem'1s onely; named, becauſe the Chief; whether 
weconfider ker, Civilly, ſoſhe was the Capitall City tor Go- 
vernment, for there were ſet thrones of Judgement, the thrones of 
the Houſe of David, Pſal. 122.5. or , Eecleſeaftically.,, Solhe 
wasthe onely Randing place of Sacrifice, whither the Tribes 


Went #p, the Trib4s of the Lord, unto the Teftinony of Iſfrach wer. 


4 In both reſpe&s, (he was choſen by God himſelf for:bisown 
habitation *. Or 3. Morally , becauſe asin Jeruſalem were the 
beſt means to make men good , ſo there God expeed to find 
the beſt men 2: but, as the belt things: corrupted , become the 
worlt, ſo theſe, like J:remiabs bad figsf, Were exceeding bad. 
They therefore; of all others had need. of mxch x;ere of Repent- 
ance, and tobe called upon to wa/> and clenſe then). 

2. This duty of waſhing, 1salluſive to the Legall Waſhings g, 
and carnall Ordinances impoſed on. them untill the time of Refor- 
mation ; repreſenting the fpiritualt waſting by'that Shitoh b , 
which they expe&ed. The waſhing therefore herb meancth , is 
not that Which putteth aWay the jth of the fl:/y+, or: outward 
man ; but, that which prrget the conſcience from dead Works 
to ſorvethe living God&: andis. twofold; theone, unto.f«- 
ftification by the blood of b1s Son, wthich cleanſeth us from all fn, 
in regard of guilt, 1. 70h.2-5: \the'other unto Sevfification, in 
regard of the fi/th of fin, iu:the-Name of the Lord Jelus.and by 
the Spirit of our God, 1. Gor, 6.11.. In both-theſe reſpeds, 
was that fountain opened to the Houſe of David , and ro the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem , for ſin and for wncleanneſſe, Zach. 13. 1. 


"But the wa/d;ng of SanZification requires adouble a: the one, 


of-Gad himſelf in the firſt converfion and renovation of: a 
finner, ſprinkling clean Water upon him,which makes him:cltan, 
Ezek.,36. 25. the other , of men regenerated , cleanſing thew- 
ſelves yet. more and more, throaghthe-power of grace',. by re-. 
pentaiice, from all filtbineſſe.of fleſh aud ſpirit, 2. Cor. 7. 1. Of 
this laſt; here.. | | 

| But 


' But what patt muſt they wa/5 * the Hier : not, the ontfide Expoſition. 


alone, ' but the” infide alſo : not , the brave phyfically Thy Heart. 


taken for that fleſhy part in the boty of man which isthe fonn- 
tain ofnaturalFlife, and prin®pall Seat of ther reafonable ſou; 
butfigaratively; and ſo,by a Metovymy of rhe SubjeRtythe heart 
is tſa#llypur for the ſoul it ſf.” So-the Hearr, in Scripture, Is 
often taken; ſometimes more largely, for the: whol? ſox , 
Pſal. 4. + Commune with your own heart.” Sometimes , more 
ſtrialy, for the willand «ffeiions, ſeated inthe heart: So, Dexr. 
36. 6," The Lord thy Go will cir a tyOife thINR heave and th: heart 
a rhy feed; to love bims with lint B2af "a with al thy fcal. 

ere, underſtand it of —_— — — is whully defiled. 
This hearr, alt this mult be,/not Fwepr; but waſhed, and that 

thoroughly too, not onelyfrom forne groffer fins that lie more 
loofe at the top, but from ff filthinaſe of flefli and fpirie, that 
is moſt deeply rooted and' ftrongly mcredinthe bottom of it: 
as appears y that expreſſion in, the Text, 'requirivp them'to | 
walh their heartsyrom wicketneſſe; | 


it'in P/av. 45. 1, Then Þoweft rightroufneſſe , and bateft wicked: 

neſſe. By - wh means all righteoufneſſe; therefore, * 
Wickedneſſe oppoſed to it, is of the ſame extent. But moſt 
vſually it notes ſome ſpeciall ſin extraordinarily hainous either 
for kinde, ot meaſure that ſo, by att Emphaſs,-we may write 
uponit ( a8 Zach, 5.8; ) This u wickeaneſſes. This primarily, 
is the ſin of /4o/atry, Al their wickedn-ſſe is in Gilgal , faith 
God, of the Idolatry of 7-ae/ coramutted there, But with all, 
it includes all manner of iniquity that 1s. either more abhor- 
riag toxvery natur for thekine- s, as, #nceFF with a mother in 
laws # Ga wie Levir. 207 19, (the'like may be faid” 
of ſundfy other outragions ſins; or,” which hath gotten the. 
upper hand;and reignes in the foul. Hance, David'watheth his 


handsfrom ſach iniquity, ſaying , 7 have not wickedly departed 
frommy-God, P/al, 18. 21. that is, by preſumptuous fins, as he 
elſewhere termeth'alt-«4/ing fins, Pſal. 19.13. Here, itis in- 
tended chiefly of their 7dolatry; ou that it extends alſoto all 

| | 3 other 


Wickedneſ+,in Sacred Writ, is ſometimes pur for any kind From icke- 
of finfulyeNſe, which is x tranſgreffioirof rhe Law, So we have neſe. 


6. Fe DE 
Exgoſittor. other {10s wherewithFeraalew: had defiled her , ſelf-: Wicked- 


T hat thou mayſt 


be ſaved. 


* I aft. 3+ 


The. Neceſſity aud Benefit 


»eſſe being put.indefi 
to an univerſall. He calls them to, a thorough repentance for 


all their fins ; therefore ,. to a waſhing of the heart from: all file 
thineſſe of. flefþ and ſpirit. Aug whenhe faith , Waſp rbinebrart 


from Wickedueſſe, bis meaning is not ,, that rhcy ſhould labour 
onely to a depoſition of evill, bur. alſo to the proſecution of 


what ever is good +: according to that, ceaſe ro do evilly learito 
ao well, 1/ai. 1. 16,17. It is fuck a parging of the conſcience 


IO. that 16,.1 


we ſhould walk, zn.chema Epheſ, 2.20. 


3. The Move hereunto is yery prevalent, itis no lefle than 


from dead wer ks, 44 wickens.it ro ſerve the lying God K b, 9: : 
pen roars 


[«lvation, For, therefore he calls her to ſuch waſhing , hy ſhe + 
might be ſaved, Salvation is cither qhe preventing ot evillfrom 
got be ſaved. DRYER REH crank ery el 


a per[0N, 0hNOXIORs tout, OF.them: 
a Pe fan RGB SPBinoh 9ncF30nE 


ed on him. Thisis tw 


1. Spirituall and Eternall, of the ſoul from ſin, and of ſoul- 


from all your uncleanneſſe, 


and body from Hell. 7 will;ſave you 
( Exh, 36. 29.) faith the Lord, in whem 1/rael ball be! ſaved 
with an everlaiting ſalvation, (1(ai. 45 . 17. ) feſws ri being 
the Author of eternal ſalvation unto all them that 0 y him, 
Heb. 5.9. | ;Y | 

2. - Corporall and temporal, So, Moſes , when 1/+ael cried 
for fear of the Egyptians, exprefieth the deliverance from Pha. 
raoh, which God would then work for them, ſaying , Fear ye 


not, ftand ftill , and ſec the ſalvation of the Lord, which he Wil 


Sev td you to day, Exod. 14. 13» This again, is either a faving 


pitely.;. which, in this caſe, is equivalent . 


from danger ; as, when God /aved Hezckiah, and the inhabitants | 


of eruſalem, from the hands of Sennacherib,i2. CE bro, 323,:22,z Or. : 


a ſaving in danger, which, js the mercy God ſhews untothoſe 
that, betg under troubles, cry wnro him, and be ſaverh thiew out 


of their diftre ſes P/al. 107.13. So he ſaved the three Children, + 
not from the fiery furnace, for they were caſt into it * ; but jn. 

it, for he delivered them ,out of.1t..So , Daniel, inthe Lions: 
Den; from which, Darixe the Median. fot bi beart to delizzer' \ 
him, Iabouring therein it che going down of the Sun , but could - 


not 


of waſhing. the: Heapt\\ 7 
not prevaile, Dian, 67- Now, alveie, cÞdarggotrexdyde ithe Expoſition. 
ſalvation whicttis ſpiviteall andertrnall y fromthe meaning of 
the Holy Ghoſtz in this Text yet conceive it: to be meant 
chiefly of out Ward and temporall falvation ; not, from the Cap- 
tivity, that being irrevocably reſolved ;* but , in it, if their #1 
circumciſed hearts ſhould be duely humbled to actept 'of the pu- 
niſhment of thei iniquity, and waſhed by unfained repentance, 
from the wickeaneſſe which was within them. Thus farre the 
Explication, Many uſefull Points might hence be raiſed : but 
I (hall ondly pitch upon one'; which 1s the 'main=,, wherein 
ſhall have occiſion to touch upon the reſt, as\Ipaſſe alorg. 

- "The Point is this..© * -{-- 03, 51067.5"4 


| - 
When a People bave (o far proveked the Lord , as todraWv down Obſ.vy, 
great plagues upon toemſelver or others ; yet then, their duty 


-  #ytodabouy untoa thoroggh Repentance, as expettin? ſal vas, 
' Hori inthe midft of deſolatzon. TOE 


Ti handling hereof, becauſe I affe&t not to becrypticall, but 
delight in plaineneſle ,' I ſhall endeavour toſhew unto you 
I. "That /o it 'w. -of Ye” Pa; 
2, *' Hew it mult be'done.. 
* 3- Why it muſt beſo. 

1, That ſo it 1, is written witha beame of the Sun, in this ,, 9,27 (4 
preſent Text. Fernſalem, now doomed ad Leones 1 , that is, to 1 er, ;. 7. 
' Babylor, muſt waſp, repent, reforme}, that ſhe might be'/avea 
in, or out of Babylon, after peremptory ſentence that ſhe ſhould 
not be ſaved from it. Such is the corruption of nature, that, 
when God calls upon ſinners in the full carreir of their fins, 
to humble themſelves to prevent & Judgement ; they are ſo 
high in their confidence , that they think'there-is no-need .of 
ſnch humiliation ; Afterwards , when they perceive-Gud 1s 
not in jeſt with them (as they took th:mſLlves to be witk 
him ) but that he is reſolved to humble them himfclf ; that a 
Cup of deadly wine is prepared , and they muſt drink of 1s, - 
they are then fo exceeding low through deſponſien of mind, 
that, whatever be-propoundedto-excite. them to GREY 2 

| rc. 


* b 
, - 
- 
F 
x 


* Jer. 33+ &. 


* Jenejd. x. 


a 


The: Necefjrty 


t 


and Beef 


Ohſerv. ' . forthe pacifying of Gods wrath, in aMition, to recover them 


out of 1t,theyareready toſay, No: forythere i wo bope, Fer. 2.25. 
Yet, even then; are they-violently-mad upon wayes of their 
own, torclievethemklves againſt God, when he is ih the pur- 
ſuit of them by tis Judgements, This was Fera/alems Caſe; for 
the cure whereof, God, that bad but immediately befare. giver 
ſentence againſt ber, ver. 12. preſctives this ſoveraiga Remedy 
for her health and cure * , vl as og do but yet waſh thee 
beart, repent thee of thy wickedneſſe : then, although thou be 
carried to Babylov ( which is now decreed, and cannot be 
avoided; yet,even there will I: /ave-thee, For: fo he'more 
clearly expreſſeth himſelf, in Mic. 4. 10.,.Bein paini, and la- 
bour to bring forth, O Daughter of Sion, like a woman in tra- 
vail : asit heſhould ſay, I will give thee leave to grieve and 
mourne, ſo it be for thy ſins ; labowr to bring forth, as much 
{orrow as ye will , {o:1t- be Godly ſorrow Working repentance to 
ſalvation, not to be repented of ; and , there 18 cauſe,enough for 
it : for now thou ſhalt go forth out of the City, and thoy ſhalt 
awel in the ficld, and thou ſhalt go twen to Babylon. Yet, benot 
too much dejeRed ; lift up thy, heart, even while che depths of 
affiiftion cloſe thee round about, and the weeds are about thy head; 
fay to thy ſoul, as he, to his Ship-wrackt Companions; * 
D arate; & voſmet rebus [ervate (ecundis, * © 
There ( that isin Babylon ) ſhalt thou be delivered ; there the 
Lord ſhall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies, Nor is.it for 
nothing, that, in that one ſhort clauſe , he twice uſeth the Ad- 
verb RY; there, and again, he faith, zhere, ſhould ſhe be drli- 
vered ; to note the difficulty of believing it , and the certainty 
of performing it, as Judicicus Calvin upon that Text obſer- 
veth, So that, diſtruions but the way to ſalvation , where 
afMiction hath her perfe&t work , in hambling men effcually 
for thoſe fins which brought on'the Judgement. When men are 
caft down, there 1s a lifting up, and God will ſave the humble per- 
ſon, Fob 22, 29, Henceit 1s, that this 1s {o often- preſcribed, I 
ſhall mention but one place or two more, for all. 
.  Inthefifticthof Jeremiah, we have a prophecy of the per- 
formanceof this duty, and of the iſſue of it. The: duty , Macha 
Es ourth 


of waſhing the Heart. 


weeping; they ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God. They ſhall uh 

the way te Sion with their faces thitherward ; ſaying, Come, an 
let ms joyn our ſelves to the Lord, ina perpetuall Covenant that 
ſhall not be forgotten. Here 18 their Waſhing z their ſalvation 
followeth, at ver. 19, 20. 7 will bring lined ape ( even hum, 
that was wholly cut off and caſt out ) to his habitation, and he 
ſaall feed on Carmel and Baſhan, and his ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied up= 
on Mount Ephraim ang Gilcad. 1n thoſe dayes, and in that time, 
ſaith the Lord, the iniquity of I{rael ſhall be ſought for , and there 
foall be none ; and the ſins of \udah, aud they ſhall nor be found : 

for I will pardon them whom [ will reſerve, 

The other inſtance1s yet more ſtrange and ſtupendious; and 
that is even of Nebuchadnezar himſelf, whom God made to be 
the great ſcourg of his own people. When his Tyranny , and 
Prife procured his ar:ving our'from among men , to dwell with 
the beaſts of the field, and to cate graſſe as the oxcn,for ſeven yeers 
together , untill he was ſufficiently humbled and brought to 
acknowledg that the moſt High ruleth over the Kingdom of men, 
and giveth #r towhomſoever he will: Daniel,when he toretold this 

unto him, thys beſpeaks him, D ay. 3. 27, Wherefore, O Kin 
let my councell be acceptable wnta thee ; break, off thy ſins by ei 
teonuſneſſe, and thine iniquities by ſheWwing mercy tothe poor ; if it 
may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity: (if it may be, being put 
here for, that it may be a lengthening , &c. or ( asitis 1n the 
margent) an;healing of thine error.) This Judgement was ac- 
cordingly fulfilled upon him : be Was driven from men , and did 
eate grafje 45 the oxen, and his body was Wet With the d:w of Hea- 
ven, will hu haires were grown like Eagles feathers, and his nailes 
like birds claws, ver. 33. But at the end of the dayes, See his 
.Confcflion , 'ver. 34. 1 Nebuchadnezar lift up mine eyes to 
Heaven, and mine under ſtanding returned unto me, and 1 bleſſed 
the meſt High, and 1 praiſed , and hononred him that liveth for 
ever, whoſe Dominion « everlaſting , &Cc.. And all the Inhabi- 
rants of the Earth are reputed a# nothing : he doth according to his 
will in the Army of Heaven , and among thelnhabitants of the 
: CT Earth; 


| 4 
fourth and fifth ver/es, is thus cxprefied ; the Children of Ifradl Obſery. 
ſhall come; they,. and the Children of Judah together ,'.going ana 
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Earth; and none can ſtay bus hand , or ſay- unto him, what doſt 
thos ? This beiog done, behold what follows :. ver, 5, At the 


ſame time my reaſon returned unto me; and , for the glory of my 


Kingdom, mine honour and brightneſſe returned unto me, and my 
Councellors and my Lords ſonghe unto me , and I Was eftabliſhed 
in my Kivgdom, and Excellent Majeſty was ADD ED wmo 
we. 

I have now no time to diſcufle the manner, how that Judge- 
ment was excctted upon him , whether by a reall Metamor- 


phoſis, or by ſtrength of imagination in a deep Melancholy; 


m Jon. 3. 
* I. King. 21s 


2. Onomods 
Bbo * 


x. It muſt be 
by waſhing. 


nor yet, to inquire into the nature of his repentance (which-1s 
likely to be of the ſame kinde with that of one of his Predecef- 
ſors, the King of Ninivehm; or, of wicked Ahab,* ) That 
which is plainly held out in this and other Scriptures before 
alledged to ſhew the #7 of the Point, is enough to ſet a Pro- 
batum eft , upen it; and, to affure us that Repentance is 4 
TE bord, after ſvip-wrack,, to all that ſincerely make triall 

It, ; 

2. Inthe next place let us confider , bow this # to be done : 
that .is, How men ought to waſh their hearts from wickedneſſe. 
This will b&ſt be diſcerned by ſearching a little deeper into the 


Bowels of the Text , and by amplifying thoſe five particulars 
already touched inthe Explication, Mm s 


1, Let us review the AR here required. There muſt be a 


waſhing. This is fpoken by way of alluſion to thoſe of the Le- 
viticak Law, wherein Were divers waſhings, Heb. 9, 10. This. 


| language therefore was then very well underſtood, If it ſeem 


now obſcure, lct us plow with hes heifer, who ſpake it , and we 


ſhall find out the riddle. Alllegall waſhings may generally be di- 
tributed into two ſorts. 

1. There were Waſhings of things not legally wnclean, when: 
preſcnted unto God, or more immediately imployed in as of 
worſhip. Many of the Sacrifices, how perfet and ſpotleſſe ſo- 
ever, were to be waſhed, Levit. 1. 9. The Priefts alſo were, 


| upon painof death, to-waſh their hands and feet , every day, 


wherein they miniſtred at the Altar, EZ x04. 3o. 19, 20, Yea, 
the very people for whom any ſpeciall Sacrifice was offered, 


wae 


of waſbing the Heard. IT 
werealſo to be waſhed ; they being in that caſe;, toliy their Obſerv. 
'hand on the head of their Sacrifice. Hence, David: I will 
waſh my bands in innocency, and ſo will 1 cempaſſe thine Altar , 0 
Lord, Pſal. 26.6. All this being to teach them, that God wil 
be ſanftified in all that come nigh him, Levit. 10. 3, and, how 
neerly it concerns all that are by his grace, in ſome meaſure 
ſanCtified, [till to go forward unto perfettion , and to perfett holi- 
weſſe in the fear of God, 2. Corg7. 1. 
2. Other Waſoings they had of things and perſons that, by 
the Law, were unclean. And theſe were almoſt infinite , ac= 
cording to the ſeverall kindes of uncleannefſe contracted by * 
them, or imputed to them ; whether by means of things from 
_ without as by ronching, cating, or bearing any thing that was 
unclean; or, by —_ of any thing Wan, or __ ones ſelf, 
a3 , runming i(ſnes, &-c. For all theſe, the Lord appoin- 
hd ral ſorctal and extraordinary Waſhings, ns of 
their bodies , ſometimes of their clorhs , fometimes of both, 
ſometimes of other things, too long to be now rehearſed. All - 
which , as they contained in them-fundry documents for the ” 
preſent , ſo were they types and ſhaddows of ſpirituall good J 
things tocome; that is to ſay, 
1. Of waſving unto juFifipation in and by the blood of Chriff 
who bath loved us, and waſhed ws from our ſins in his on blood, 
Rev. 1.5. 
2. Of waſving tmto regeneration, by the ſame blood and ſpi- 
ritof Chri#*, called the waſhing of Ain and ule of * 1.C0r. 6.11 
ebe Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. | 
3. Of waſting by repentance , which is indeed a branch of 
ſanQificatien, reduRively, and in a large fence, whereby men 
are ſaid to Waſh themſelves in their own tears ofGodly ſorrow. 
Paſt ye, wake you clean, put away the evill of your doings from 
before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evill, learn to do well , ſaith the Lork, 
J/as. 1. 16,17, 
 _ wn, as I have ſhewed one But, to 
this wa/biy of Repentance, three things are requiſite. 1.z/ater. 
3. Sope, 3. The application of both unto that which is to be 
waſhed out, | 


C 2 1, Water 


I2 
Obſerv. 
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1; Water, and that mult be living (that is fay , running) or 


1, W:th Vater. ſpring-water , rifing up and'ifſuing out of the Rocky heart of 


2+ With Sope, 


FF Fob 14.4. 


man, that will never guſh out , untillit be ſmitten (not once - 
or twice, but often )-with che rod of Moſes ; . that is, the Law, 
which diſcovereth and condemneth fin, and.helps to humble 
the ſinner. Such was that water which 1/-ael drew-and: powred 
ont before the Lord at. Mizpeh, 1. Sam. 7. 6. Which draWing of 
witer imports a ſedulous endeavapr whereby a man, eſpecially 
upon dayes of ſolemne faltiong and humiliation , labours with 
his heart, upon the ſad conſideration of his own wayes, afid of 
all circumſtances that may aggravate (not excuſe, or.exteniuate) 
his offences before the Lord, ſo that waters may gaſh out in 
abundance ;: or, if not ſo, yet his forrow ( as fire,, pent up:by 
force ) may be ſo. much the greater within, for want: of vent 
without ; like that of obs three friends, who-ſate down aſto- 
nied with Lim upon the ground , ſeven dayes' and: ſeven nights, 
without ſpeaking a word unto him, becauſe they ſaw hes grief 'Was 
great upon him, Fob 2. 13. Menthat willnot take pains with 
their hearts, to get up ſome of this water out of-them , will be 
at-a loſſe in this work of Waſhing : for there- is no waſhing 
without water ; nor, waterto be had , without drawing, or 
pumping with all poſſible induſtry :: for, . the Well is deep ; and 
the lefle we uſe to draw it, the more apt it is to wax dry , and 
to yeild no water at all. Hence, that ſolemn quickeningand 
rowlſing of all ſorts, Prieſts and people, to labour with their 
own ſpirits, ts twru:4nto th: Lard with all their bearts , With 
faſting, weeping, and mourning, Foel 2, 12. and for this end\,' to 
rend their hearts; which ſhews , they be cloſely and ſtrongly 
{hut up, ſo as nothing but an holy violence can open the paſs 
ſage ſo much as for a teare. i 
2. To water, mult be added Sope , the better to ſconre off 
and cleanſe the filth of fin, which is like the Leopards ſpots, or 
the black-mores shin, impoſſivle to be purged out:, but by Om- 
nipotency it ſelf. It is not all the water in the world ;-no, nor 
ſope, and nitre too, that can bring a clean: thing of that which 5 
unclean *; Therefore God tells Judah, though, thaw waſy thee 
with nitre, and taks thee much ſope ; yes thine iniquity: is: _m_ kod 
| ; 6s | efore- 


'- * of waſbmg the Heart. 
before me + that 18, it'is{till viſible, and legible, and cannot be 
blotted out, er, 2. 22. No power of nature, no ſtrength of 


I 
Obſertu 


grace, without theclenſing vertue of the Lord: 7/35 Chrif, . 


can waſhaway fin. It is he that is the fullers ſope, AMHal. 3. 2. 


that muſt do the deed.. Who ever will-be waſhed, that 1s, ſanft- - 


fiedjor juſtified, muſt get it done in the Name ( that is , by the 
power) of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of onr God, 1. Cor.6. 
11.. Thoſe hyperbolicallexpreflions therefore, of the Fathers, 
which ſeem to attribute ſo much power and vertue to peni- 
tent tears; asf, by the vertue thereof, ſins-were totally, or at all 


oblitterated and aboliſhed, muſt be taken as Rhetoricall ex- ' 


ceſſes, not as Theologicall concluſions : unlefſe we underſtand 
they as effefts of Faith, takinghold of Chrift, for * :he purting 
aWay of ſin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. Who muſt m:uch-waſh us 
in his blood (as David prayed) before we can be clean, 

3- There muſt be an induſtrious effuall application of 
both theſe to the uncleanneſſe that cleaves unto us , untill it be 
throughly purged out, and clenſed. Sin 1s like che plagwe of Le- 
proſy, it wilknot beclenſed with &xtting xp onely ; but it re- 
quires a great deal of pains and labour of the party himſelf , as 
well as of the Prieft. He that was to be clenſed,, mult waſs his 


* Heb.9.'26. 


3. ByefteQual) 
application of 
both theſe, to 
that which is 
unclean. 


clothes, and ſhave all bis haire off his head, beard, and eyt-browes, . 
and waſh himſelf in water , and that in private before he return- 


ed ſo muchas into theCamp of 1fracl , from his ſeparation for 
his uncleanneſſes Levir. 14. They therefore that.do nothing to. 
wards their clenfing, but what is done by the Prieſt, ar the 
doore of the Tabernacle of the Congregation ; I mean , that take 
o pains with their own hearts ,. t#®waſh and clenſe them at 


-e 


Bowe, by private humiliations, and waſhings. with their tears - 


in-ſecret ; -but content: themſelves onely with the folemnity.of | 


a publike Faſt, (wherein, for the moſt part , the Miniſter acts 
all, alone: ) will never be made cleay, but rather contrat more 
uncleanneſſe, and become more filthy :. as wotull experience 


of the greater number-of thoſe that frequent our publike Al> - 


ſemblics on the ſolemn Faſt-dayes (but never Jook. after the 
dury-in frivate ) daily ſheweth... 
Thus far the A&#.of wa/ving, which is the firft branch of the 


C3 ſecon!-: 


_+ 


— 


[ 
Obſerv. _ Head, toucking the manner, How this duty is tobe per< 
rmed. BE 
2. Conſider the Swbjcf or part to be waſhed, This is , the 


Heart : to wit, the whole inner man. | 
I» The [nrellefnall faculty with all his attendants , Cogi- 

pation FRO, Wiſdom, Memory, Conſcience. And then, 
2, 


2.It is the heart 
or whole 1nner 
man, that mu 


be waſhed. 


The Neceſſity and Benefit 


he il, with all her traine of AfeFtons , as well her 
»* 4 , thoſe which are mere generous, and take up their ſear 
in the heart more {trily taken: ſuch as, Love, Hatred, Foy, 
SorroW, Hope, Fear, OC, ag 78 nady , or thoſe m__—_ of De- 
fire, Anger, Grief, Pleaſure, and thelike, which are more ſen- 
ſuall, being ſeated in the ſeyſirive faculties of the ſoul, which 
have more immediate correſpondence and cominerce with 
the outward man. 7 
In the Le Law, = Prieſt muſt Was, A er in. 
wards, as the legs of every burnt=Offering , before elumed 
to burn it CE hen Levit. F to inſtru us, that no man 
can offer up himſelf a living Sacrifice acceptable to God, but he 
that beſides the clenſing of bis hands, doth parifie bis beart, 7am. 
4.8. And it was one Character of a Phariſee , in Chrsfs time, 
to make clean onely the outfede of the cup, and of the plateer ; but 
within they are full of extorſion andexceſſe, Matt. 23. 25. for 
which hypocrific he was thus ſharply corre&ed by our Lord; 
Thou blind Phariſce, clenſe firſt that which 1s within the cup , and 
platter, that the outſide of them may be clean alſo, ver.26, He 
that truely repents unto ſalvation, weſverh not onely his havds 
and feer, and outward man that all may behold ; but, even the 
hidaen man of the heart alfd, which none but God can — 
Therefore David, knowing his heart to be firſt defiled wi 
luſting after Bath/>eba, before his body ; beſtows molt labour, 
in his Penitentialls, to Waſh his :»ner man ; Behold, ſaith heto 
God, thou defireft truth in the inward parts :  1n ſpeclall refe- 


- rence whereunto, he prayes, Parge me with byſſop, and ] ſhakl be 


Clean ; Waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow , Pſal. 51.6.7. 
and therefore, in ver. 1D, he thus expreſieth that prayer ; 
Cyeate in me aclean beart O God, and renew a right ſpirit within 
»r, If you ſee a man weep RO EFENTRA 
iN 


of waſbing the Heart. 

fin, when he is found out in tus wickedneſſe, but never com- 
plaines of his heart and of the corruptions that are thereio, 
conclude him to be a Phari/ee : ſuch tears will never drown 
his fin, but ratker bath and cheriſh it : his taking on for his 
offence,is rather to gaine fayour and reputation with men,than 
to ſhame himſelf before the Lord for tus tranſgreſſion, Let him 
ſhed as many teares as he will, they neither come from the 
heart,nor do they reachunto it, to waſh and clenſe that which 
is molt polluted, But, I ſhall have occafion, to reſitme and mmn- 
large this particular, of waſhing the inner man , when I paſſe 
through the ſecond part of my Text. Therefore , at preſent, I 
forbear all further diſcourſe of this SubjeR. 

3. Takenotice more exaRly, what is 5s that muſt be waſped 3. That which 
o«t : and that is, wickedneſſe, whether, we underſtand it more the heart muſt 
frifth tor the particular , principall fin that more eſpecially ** maps ſs -_s 
and eminemly provokes the Lane paint a perſon, or people; * {ant 
or, more /argely, for any ſm whatſoever , any filtbinefſe of tbe 

fiefp or fpirit that defiles a man, 
1. There muſt bea careto waſh ont the ſpeciall wickedneſſe, r. The ſpecial 
that hath moſt provoked God to bring any judgement upon a fin , or wicked- 
perſen, or people. This is called by Solomon , the plague of 4 nie 5” I 
mans own heart, 1. King. $.38, to wit , that of which the Jud; nehcre 
heart is molt ſick , and for which the Lord many times makes s 
men ſick with ſmiting, Mic, 6.13, This is it which every man 
1S to know, that is,ſ@ to know, as to be humbled for , and to de- 
pare from ; it veing the ſame with waſving , in my Text, It is 
indeed the guiſe and manner of hypocrites to deal with their 
fins, as Sax/and his Souldiers, in cutting off the Amalakites; 
they deſtroy what they think is not worth the keeping ; bur, 
they ſpare Agag, and the beſt of the prey. But as that partiall 
execution, ſo far diſpleaſed the Lord that it coſt Saw/ his King- 
dom, 1. Sam, 15. So, ſuch haltings of hypocrites, in parting * 
with many fins, but not with the chicf, (as Herod, who di 
many things gladly, yet kept his Herodias , in ſpite of the Bap- 
riſt, ) makes the Lord to paſſe this cenſure on them, that they 
are a generation which are pure in their on eyes, yet are not Waſh- 


ed fromtheir filchineſſe, Prov. 30. 13, They think, becaulc oe 
k Vc 
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* 2. S4M.12+9. 


*-1. King.15.4. 
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have waſhed away ſome looſer fins, which "they care not for, - 
that thisis enough to make them pure : but, ſo long as the 
chit fin remains, they are not waſhed from their filthineſſe. They 
therefore that would waſh indeed, ſo as to be clean, inſiſt molt 
upen their principall fin, in particular. So David, 1n his con- 
fcG1ons, P/al.5 1.4. againſt theegthee onely have T finned,and done 
T HIS evill in thy ſight: that is, this great ſin, of all other my 
wickedneſſe the molt hainous and capitall , my fin of mwrder, 
in ſlaying Uriah With the [Word of the children of Ammon *; that 
fi, which was ſo much premeditated; which, of all the evils 
that ever he committed , was the onely fin that 'was branded 
by God hitnſelf, * to be a departing from the Lord; and, for 
which, God brought a ſword wpon bis Houſe all his dayes *, 
Wherefore, when he prays to be waſea; and, for a clean heart, 
he doth more eſpecially infiſt upon that particular, deliver me 
from blooa-guiltineſſe, O Goa, thou God of my ſalvation, ver.1 4. 
And of this he was afterwards ſo careful], that he kept himſelf 
from that above all other fins, all the remaining dayes of his 
lite. And, in this ſence, he ſpake that ; 7 was wpright before 
kim, and I kept my ſelf from MINE iniquity, Pſal, 18. 27. 

' Hereupon it ie, that the Lord, being once angry, will never 
be reconciled.to his own people, untill they fall upon this 
courſe. 1/racl might have cried their throats and their hearts 
out, before God would have delivered them from the Ammo. 
»ites, when they provoked him by their 1do/s, if they had not 
put away the ftrange Gods from among them ( Which was their 
ſpeciall ſin)ard ſerved the Lozd.But when once that was done, 
the Lord begins inſtantly ro melt towards them : for his ſou! 
Was grieved for the miſery of 1ſracl, fuag. 10. 16. 

Thus theLord deſcribes the remnant of Judah , that foul; 
eſcape the ſword among the Nations , When he had ſcatrered thews 
through the Countries ; they ſhould molt lament their 7dols and 
all their abomisations of that kinde. Ezek 6.9. They that eſcape 
of you, ſhall remember me among the Nations, Whither they ſhall 
be carried captives, becauſe I am broken with their whoriſh heart 

-which hath departed from me , and with their eyes which go a 


whoring after their 1dols ; and they ſhall loath themſelves for the 


evils 


of waſbing the. Heart. 
evils that they 6.4 waſbing the E abomination, (aith the 
LordGod. But as for the reſt , who, having beencalt 1ato the 
fire, would not let ber great tum, that is, her Idols, to depart 
from her, he reſolyes thus ; 7» thy filthineſſe is lexndneſſe, becauſe 
T have purged thee ( that is, I have done all that could be done 
to purge, and make thee clean): and rhon Waſt not purged ; thew 
ſhalt not be purged from thy filthineſſe any moreg till-Thave cauſed 
my fury to reſt upon thee, Exch. 24+ 13. This therefore is the firſt 
thing, te waſb the beart from the ſpeciall principall wickeaneſſe 
that 18 within it, | 
2, Men muſt not ret here, but take occaſion hence to waſb 
out What ever other Wickedneſſe lurketh in their hearts. What 
18 required of Souldiers going to war , namely to keep rhem- 
ſelves from every Wicked thing, Demt.23.9: Lyes upon all 
Chriſtians at all times, to clenſe themſelves from all filthine(ſe of 
fleſh and ſpirit, perfeling holinefſe in the fear of Goa, 2, Cor.7.1. 
D avid began. indeed , with the chick 'and principall fin ; 
Againſt thee, thee only hatve I ſinned, and done T HIS Evill in 
thy fight, P/al.51.4. but Rayed not therc:for,he thence took oc- 
caſion to ſearch furthcr , and to dig deeper , even to the ſpring 
that fed that wickedxeſſe ; namely, his Origir.all Corruption, 
ver.5. Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity , and in (in did my mother 
conceive me. And now , he will Wa/+ for that alſo, as well as 
for that ſpeciall ifſue and prodigious &f& of it, which brought 
upon him ſo much guilt, and ſorrow, Nor can it be: other- 
wiſe : for he that waſpeth for any fin, as fin, will never give 
over till every ſin be waſted owt : aS he that defires to make a 
garment clean, will not leave, ſo long as any ſpot remaineth in 
it. It istrue no man can be wholly free from corruption ; yet 
there is no true Chriſtian, but he is purged whole, though not 
Wholly ;throughout,although not throughly: that is, his whole 
man, 11 regard of parts ; the whole body of ſin, in regard of 
Domimon of it Jove te it,&trade in it,is waſhed'out;although 
not inreſpett of the remainders of it, that ſometimes tyranni- 
cally lead bins into captivity to the Law of fin, making him to 
out, O Wretched man that 1 am , Who ſhall deliver me from 


the bedy of this death ? Rom. 7. 23, hy The Cananites will be . 


ſill 


Pi 


F7 
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2. All Wicked- 


n-ſſe muſt be 
waſhed out. 


The- Neceſſity and Benefit 
ftill in the Land, even when Jo/buahand [/-ael have conquered 
Canaan : and they mult never hope to be ſuch abſolute Lords 
of all, but that ſome af the old Inhabitants will Kill remain to 
be ſconrges in their fides., aud thornes in their eyes; untill the 
Lord tranſlate thetn frem this earthly to that Heavenly Coun- 
try, of which the other wasbut(the type and earneſt. 
n 4. The Perſons appointed todo all this, are yery conſider- 
Ferudalem i ON I 2 , 
* J& doall 20K T hey are feraſalow s which, in this work, muſt be two 
this, wayes looked ypon 3 that is toſay. 1. Eminent'y, 3, S J- 
xecdochice, As they are the Eminent and belt part ; and as 
they arethe Repreſentative of the whole. In boththeſe reſpects 
. they mult wap. 
1. Eminenter, 358 71, 7eryſ«lem eminently' conſidered, as the beſt partof all 
they are the wah ,. mult waſt her heart from wickedneſſe. That which is 
teſt. So they . fe 
RR” | -hief, whether it be Chief in place, or m grace, mult be chicfly 
waſhed : by which I mean two things. . 4% | 
Fiſt waſh. ' 1, Kt multhe fir # waſped, Weulaally waſh the chief things 
firſt, if they happen to be foule. Aarov ard bis ſons were firlt ro 
waſh their hands and their feet , fo often as they came neey to the 
Hltar, * before they preſumed to offer,oughtupon it for them- 
&lves.or others. So, the Princes and Ralcrs of the people, 
were to. preſent their offerings, before the people offered theirs, 
Maw 7- The ike Order-was obſerved in thetr Sacrifices, and 
expiations. And it was but <quall; not ondy in regard of 
their dignity, but becauſe often times they are the ring-feaders 
*E7749.2 Unto iniquity, and their bands have been chief in the treſpaſſe *. 
Yea, event they that PROS Gees in'grace, ſhonſd likewiſe 
go befotethem in WaſSing, ahd Tepenting ( for, there 24 m0 man. 
* 1. King. 3.46. that fiun:thnos*; and, in many things we offend all, *) fo often 
Jam.3.2, as they defile themſelves 3. the leaſt ſpor in-a fine garment is 
more diſcernable, than a greater in another,they are moſt eyed, 
longeſt remembred, The f» of Judah « writ with « pen of irow; 
aud with the point of a Diamond, Fer, 19, 1. Reaſon therefore: 
that they ſhould be fuk , in' Wa/2zng and purging ; they be- 
ing fo apt to contract filth; and all, fo ready to upbraid 
them withit. Andto fay truth, if they do it not, none elfe 
will. The reſt will not be purged, what ever paines-be liſten 
wit 


* Exod.z0. 19, 


10, 21. 


waſbving the Heart. 


I 


with them. They are as a boyling pot rhe filthineſſe thereof # Obſerv. 


wolrew in it, the [cur gors not owt of it : In their filthinefſe is 
lendnefe, when God would purge them they will nor be purged. 
Ezek, 24 


2. It muſt be waſted beyond others + and that for the ame And wat * 


reaſons mentioned before. We uſe to waſh fine linnen more 
carefully and. thoroughly, that it may be purely white, None 
waſh ſo thoroughly as a David, P/al. 51. He makes his very 
bed to (wim, and watereth bis Couch With his tearcs, Pſal. 6.6, 
And when the Prince,or a Raler had finned, h2 was ro bring for 
bis offering, a kid of the goates, a male without blemiſh , Levir. 4, 
23. But if oneof the common people finned, he was indeel r6 
bring a kid ; but, « frmale ſufficed, for bu offering , ver. 27, 28. 
to ſhew that fauch as are Chief, muſt go beyond others in their 
expiations and clenſings: not onely by way of exemple to en- 
courage others ; but, even of equity , as being exalted of God 
above others, and therefore the more bound to be firſt inthe 
duty, and to exceed others. m the performance thereof. Thus, of 
Fernſalems waſting, 11 regard of her Eminency. 


other x. 


2. She, nvult mere eſpecially do it , conſidering her Sywece 2+ Smecdochicer 
dochically, as Repreſenting the whole Nation. The whole Land 7 Repreſenting 


is here included under this expreffion of Jcr»/alem , as withave 
ſhewed before. Their Land was fall of Idols, they wor ſhipped the 
work of their own hands , that Which their own fingers had made, 
If ai. 2. 8. Therefore feruſal:m (wherein were the Heads of the 
Tribes) muſt wafb for it, as repreſenting the reſt. Tr is true, if a 
Nation fin; the repentance muſt be Nationall , Jer. 18, 8, But 
yet, when all cannot, or will nct lie in the duſt , the Repreſen- 
tative Body of it ; Foſhnah, and the Elders of Iſrael, muſt fall 
downs before the Lord , Fof. 7; 6. To this purpoſe God made 2 
Law), that , when'the whole Congregation funerh , 2 bullock 
ſhould be ofkred fot theirfin 3 but',: whereas: in- Offerings for 
particular perfons, the parties theraſclves were to lay their 


 bavds on the head of the bullock 5 here, not the people , but che 
Elaers of the Congregation ſhall do it, in the name and behalf 
of the. people,” Lov 4.15 Toſhew , that in-all Natioball 
provocatiohs,: they who —_— the Nation, muſt ay 
2 a 


the whole. 


Obſerv, 


5. The Morve 
ro 211chis,muſt 


be eyed , yet 
rot m ftiken. 


3 Car fit. 
Reaſons why 
all this muſt 
be done. 


The Neceſſity and Benefit 


full to wapP,, that is, to rrp? , and lay themiclves low before 


the Lord, not onely in reſpe<& of their own perſonall tranſ- 


ercſlions, but in reference alſo tothe fins of the whole King- 


dom. They muſt do that intruth , which Ez:kirl was com- 
manded to do1na type, namely, to beare the iniquity of 'the 
Houſe of IſFacl, Exrk. 4. 5. Thus farre the Perſons. 

5. The motive hereunto, muſtnot be omitred. It 1s indeed 
onderous ( that ſhe might be ſaved: ) yet, mult not be mi- 
aken. The Popiſh Writers, from tkis and other like Scrip- 

tures, perverſly maintain their Pexxaxce and the ſeyerall atts 
therof tohaye a meritorious influence into that ſalvationmwhich 
followeth thereupon, ( as if a malefaor molt juſtly condem- 
ned to die for ſome Capitall offence, deſerved pardon for be- 
ing ſorry for bis fault: ) and, that it is in the power of mans 
will to repent and merit heaven when hepleaſethz becauſe 
God bids him towaſh and repent , which. , were a plain moc- 
kery, if man cold not do it. 

But theſe gloſſes corrupt the Text, The Lord doth not here 

ſt down the cax/* of falvation, but the way untoit , without 
which they ſhould never te ſaved: as he, that , having a large 


' ſum of money freely promiſed him, ſhall ſurely have it, when- 


ſoever he ſhall come for it : provided that he come ſuch, or 
ſach a way. Nor doth the Lord thereby ſet forth what man, cf 
himſelf, is now able to do; but, mans duty, which he is at all 
times bound te performe ; as a bankrupt-debtor is (till bound 
to pay hisdebt,albeit by his own profuſeneſſe,or negligence he 
hath utterly. diſabled. himſelf from paying of it, And againe, 
Gods Wordand call to waſh, hath a power 1n it to enable us to 
do, what he calls us to. Faithfull is he that calteth you, Who will 
alſo doit, 1, Theſſ. 5.24. Therefore, what God here calls men 
to do, heelſewhere promiſeth to do-himſelf for them. 7 wif 
ſprinkle clean water upon you, and you foall b: clean ; from all 
your filthineſſe, and from all your 1dols,will 1 clen/e you, Exck.36. 
25, I m new done with the manner , How this as to be per- 

formed. | A 
3- Our next buſineſſe is, to enquire ; Why this, Why all this 
wit be done. 1 have touched upon ſome of the Reaſons +44 
ready, 


of waſhing the Heart. 21 

ready, in my paſſage threughthe ſeverall branches'of the point: . Obſerv. 
I ſhall therefore uſe more brevity, here. 

1. All muſt thus waſh , becauſefin is a molt anclean thing. rt. Sinis 1 filthy 
Every ſinner muſt Rand, and cry with the Leper , * wnclean, !hine-, 
#nclean, Nothing is ſo contrary to the'Holy © and Pute Nature AT 19-45 
of God ; no, not the devill him£(lFf, as the leaſt fin. Ttis as the 
uncleanneſſe of a Woman, wherein, her own husband might not 
come neer ker : none might touch any thing whereon ſhe et- 
ther lay, or had fitten, but they contraRted an wncleanneſſe une : 
till the evening. * Yea, it is compared unto mire wherein none * £4vt- 154 
but ſwine uſe to Wallow , 2. Pet. 2. 22. It is every way filthy, 
yea filebineſſe * in theabſtrat :. and that both privarively , and * Exek, 36.25. 

 poftively. Tt deprives the ſoul of that native purity, beauty,and 2- Cor. 7. t. 
gloty wherein 1t was created. For, inthat all have ſinned, they 
come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. 3.23. And it fills them, 
coversthem all over withall loathfome ſpots, andtaines, and 
putrifying ſores full of corruption , within and without : ſo 

as, even the mind and conſcience xs defiled, Tit. 1. 15. Moreover, 
It is a pollution of the deepeſt die: no nirre or ſape * can Waſe * Fer. 2-22, 
1t out, It is like the blackneſſe inthe 5hi» of anEch:opian , or 
the ſpots of a Leopard. No aifliftions, no Hell canferch out this 
filth. Nor it isgotten into one part of the man onely , but 
ſpreads over all, it is like the plague of Leprofie ; yet , much 
worſe : for that ran but over the body ; but fin , over ſoul, 
and all: yea, over all mankind: for, in and by one man, af! 
have ſinned; Rom. 5. 12. and the Whole World tyeth in wickedneſſe, 
1 7oh. 5.19. To which muſt be added, the peſtifcrous and 
killing nature of this fi/thineſſe; "it kills where ever'it comes, 

unlefle timely killed and deſtroyed, Therefore , is it. called a 
Body of drath; Rom 7.32, becauſe where ever fin enters, death 
enters at the heeles, Rows. 5. 12. For, the Wages of ſon, 15death; 
that'is, to ſay cternall death , Rom. 6,'23..Therefore, 45 what 
ever was defiled by the plague of Leprofie: (be it oaths ,-or 
ought elſe pertaining to the Leper ) it muſt- either be wafht, 
if poffible to be clenſed ; -or, burtt with fire, if it could not be 
made clean 3. So ſhall it be done with all ſpiritual Lepers, and 
with what ever is dcfiled by them. Gods firſt preſcript; is, 

D 3 Waſhing, 
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Obſery, waſving, to try if that will clenſe them of their pollution. Bat, 
if that will not do it ; not their cloths, but themſelves, ſouls 
and bodies, muſt be burnt with fire unquenchable, andever- 
laſting. Matr, 25. lr. | 

'2. The heartis 2. The Heart, above all other parts muſt be waſhed, be- 

the Spring of cauſe that is the main ſpring and ſource of all corruption and 

= that *. Hiltbineſſethat iſſues out of the fountain of originall Corrup. 

CImnenc tion, andover-runs and over-flows the whole man, the whole 

life of man, watill it be purged. Theſe rhings which proceed out 
of the heart, d:file the man, Matt. 15. And as all filthineſ : fo, 
all the malignit that is jn that filthinefle , lows from thence. 
Therefore 1s the hearr faid to be not onely drceitfull above all 
things, but d-Fperately wicked; fo as, none, but God himſelf, 
can know how deſperate it 1s in wickedneſſe , Fer. 17:5. Great 
reaſon then, that the Heart, the Spring, the originall of all per. 
ſonall pollution and aQtuall filthineſſe, ſhould be waſhed, For, 
who can look for pure ſtreams from a'corrupt fountain ; or 
ood fruit, from an evill tree ? Do men gather grapes of thorues; 

+ Matt. 7.16. or, figs of thiftles.? * Doth a fountain ſend forth, at the ſame hole, 

* Jam.3 11. ſWeet Water and bitter? * Weall know it to be impoffible. 

2. Sinis moſt 3- The Heerrmuſt more eſpecially (when God brings or re- 

full of maligni- ſolves to bring Judgments upon a people ) be waſted from wic- 

ty when judge= kedneſſe, becauſe fin is never ſo fall of deſperate malignity and 
non boundlefſe impndence,as at ſuch a time. The heart ts bad enough 

AIG at all times; but, never ſo outragiouſly mad upon wickedhrefſe,as 

when God begins by ſore and heavy plagues to drive men off 
from wickedueſſe, It then layes about, like the devil, in that 
poor child, Whom often times he had ca#t into the fire ana into the 
Waters ts deftroy bim : but , when the foule ſpirit perceived, 
that, at Chris command, he muſt come our of the child, and 
enter no more into him," the , Spirit cryed {( as one furiouſly en- 
raped?) and rent him ſore, and came out of bimindced ; but, left 
hims for dead ; inſomnch as many ſaid , he- :s dead, Mar. 9. 26. 
This.is a perfe& embleme of wickedneſe in the brarr of man, in 
times of Judgement. The wicked. is compartd to the raging ſ*«, 
when it cannot reſt; whoſe watcrs caſt out mire and dirt, Iſai,7 20. 
That 1s, in a ſtorm , when.-the rowling and working of the 
waves 


. of waſving the' Heart. 

wavesdo plough up and caft out what ever filth lyes at the ve- 
ry bottem of it. This is ſpoken of the wicked ,. ina time when 
God was wroth, 2nd ſmate bim,and he went on frowardly (that 

1s, turning away from God, more than ever ) in the Way of hs 
own heart, ver,17; Nor is this the property of ſuctr onely as 

are deſperately wicked, who ſay,. as that wretched King in the 

time ofa ſtrait ſeig , and ſore famine , Behold tha evill i of the 

Lord, what ſhould ] Wait for the Lord: any longer ? 2. King. 6. 

33. and do,as King Ahaz, who in the time of great diftreſſc, 
tresÞa(ſed yet more againſt the Lord : for which, the Lord ſet a 

brand upoa him that ſticks by him to this day , This # that 
King Hbaz,, 2, Chro. 28. 22. But its the diſpolition and too 
frequent praftiſe of the Godly themſclves. Witneſk A/a, in a 
time of War between him and Ba«/ſa, when the Prophet re- 
proved him from the Lord, for calling-in the Kizg of Syria to 

his aid, and not relying upon the 1 ord his God ; and told him 

that from chenceforth be ſhowld bave Wars; The King was Wroth 
With the ſcer,. and put bim in a priſor-bouſe: for hewasinarage 
with bim, becauſe of thu thing. And Aſa oppreſſed ſome of T. 

prople ( perhaps, ſuch as excuſed the Prophet , or interceded: 
for him ) the ſame time, 2.Chys. 16, 10, Which laſt circum- 

ſtance of tine, is very emphaticall, and remarkable, that he did 

all this at that time ;. and, at che ſame time : be was over-head 

and eareS4ina rage, ina flame, 
when, of aR other tancs, he ſhould have been moſt humbled 

before kis. God. And the b«ſt , upon diligent obſervation of 
their owa hearts and ſpirits in. times of perſonall, or common 


calamities, will find their hearts, moſtready to murmure and. 


repine, to faint andfink , and to fly out zpainſtGod and men, 


like men-troubled with the Gout, that , being alwayes chole-- 


nke, )will be ready.to take the belt and neerelt friend they have 
mthe warld, by thetkroat, ifhe come fo neer as-to treadupon 
that part which is fore. Therefore men, that ſhould at all tim«s 
be Wefinf, ought then to ply it molt, when Gods |ndgements 
arecither really inflicted, or peremptorily refolwed upon tobe 
tuddcaly executed on them... | 


4- It 


againſt all ; andall in an inſtant, . 


2 
Obſerv. 


. 
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Obſery, 
1. 7euſalm is-all others, ſhould thus aſs : becauſe, | # 


&he pattern, and 


poiſon of the Chie 


whole Land,in 


finning. 


* * et. 29. 18, 
* Heb. 12.15. 


* 2. King. 40. 


* Levit.4-1 3+ 


15. 


The: Neceſſity and: Benefit 

4. It is all the Reaſon1n the world, that Feruſalews, above 
oriam, and 

f City, who knows not that the influence of any dehile- 

ment there, is very great upon the whole Kingdom ? There, 

all the Chief of the Iribey, are often.converſdnt; the Prieſts, 

andProphets, for the moſt part, refident ; and, from theſe , if 
Wicked, profancneſſe goes forth inte all the Land, fer, 23.15, Any 

wickedneſſe, there, is a root-that beareth gall and wormwood, or, 

a pe:ſonfull berb, as the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh* , that js, /#ch 4 

root of bitterneſſe, as whereby many be defiled *, This, therefore, 

of all other muſt be carcfully and ſpeedily weeded out ; 1dlt it 

prove, Death in the por,* to all that taſt of it. 

2. It weconſider 7er»/alem, Synecdochically., as that part 
which ſtands for the whole, and Repreſentethall the reſt, then 
hath (he moſt need of all to waſs and pwrge : becauſe ſhe not 
onely deares the ſin of many ( for which reaſon, the Elders of 
1/rael wereto lay their hands upon the head of the bullock, 
that was offered for the Whole Congre ation * , as I ſhewed be» 
fore) but, often times by her fins, the involves all in the gui 
and puniſhment thereof: Qnicquid delirant Reges, & 0. If Dar 
vid{in, all 1/acl is plagued , 2. Sam. 24. If Hezckiab beun- 
thankfull, or proud;wrach breakes out not onely upon himſelf, 
but «pox all Judah and 7cruſalem, 2: Chro. 32,25. Oa the con« 
trary, hence it is that ſometimes, when the people commit 
anygreat ſin, the heads of ; the people have been doomed to 
death for it. So, when 1/racl, at Shitrim, began to commit 
Whoredoms With the daughters of Moab , and joyned themſcl ves to 
B aal Peor, and the anger of the Lord Was kiodled againſt Iſracl; 
there was no means'to extinguiſh that fire, but that which the 
Lord preſcribed to: Hoſes, T ake alt the heads of the people. (who 
had led the way to the people, into that wickedneſie )) and bang 
s hems wp before the Loxd againſt the Sun , that the fierce anger of 
the Lord may be turned aWay from Iſrael, Num. 25. & Againe, 

if they make wicked Laws, promote ſuperſtition , and Idola- 
try; people are more apt to obey theſe,than other Laws whick 
are better, It was ſo with 1/rae/, The Statutes of a” are 
- ept, 


I, If we confider Her , Eminently , as the Em 
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kent, bd alt the works of the Houſe of Ahab, andye Walk in their 


-Conncels, Mic, 6:16, Sceit in Ephraim ( theſame people, ſo 


Riled, from Feroboars, their firſt King, who was of that Tribez) 
let Zerobeams, or any of his Succeflors, ena&t any Laws for their 
Calves, or other Idols; arid all the People are mad upon the 
obſervation of them, what ever it coſt them, So God teſtifieth 


of them, Hoſ. 5.11, Ephrains is opprefſed and broken in Zudge- 


. ment, becauſe he willingly Walked after the Commandment. W hat 
Commandment? Not God's, you may be ſure of it. Witnefſe 
God's Complaint againſt them; Heſc$. 12. 1 heave written wn- 
to hing the great things off my LaW ;but they were counted as a 
ſtrange thing unto him. 

But be the Repreſentative Body never ſo good, yet are they 
not without their pollutions;; - which-contribute much to the 
Common heap. of Provocations : 'ſometimes-by their Conni- 
yence; and: want of couragefor/the truth and righteeuſneſle, 
either through lack of zealefor Ged ;' or , through conſciouſ- 
neſſe of their own guilt of the ſame fins which they ought to 
puniſh in others. With what face can Judab proceed againſt 
T awar, for bring with child by whoredom , when ,himſclf begat 
the child? "How can Magiſtrates puniſh.,offences in others, 
when themſelves be as great (if not greater ) offenders, inthe 
ſame kinde ? How can it be expeCted that they ſhould be wil- 
lingany ſharp Bills ſhould paſſe againſt uncleannefle,drunken- 
neſle, ſwearing, Sabbath-breaking, ſuperſtition, &c. , who are 
themſelves, as vile as the worſt in theſe abominations? | 

- Againe; ſometimes rhey contra&t pollution , by not WMOUru- 

. 49g a5 they ought, for the fins of the Land. This is a duty which 
lies upon all : witriefle the mark of proteRtion ſet onely upon 
their fore-heads that fhge , and cry for all the abowiinations. that 

are done in the mid#t of Feruſalem,, Ez:ks 9. 4. A lurcly, they 
who areto lay their hands upon the head of the Sacrifice for 
the ſins of the people, muſt mourn for thoſe fins which occa- 
fioned that Offering : For, whoever laid on hands, was to 
miake confeſſion of fins : therefore,'to mourn for them; or, he 

came ſhort of his duty. Rl T7 MN 
Yea, further ; They do not —_ ouilty of the pe 
| 0 


Obſers, 


TT”) > 


T 
Obſero, 


; aecufing and 


s. Salvation is. * 


the fruit of 
waſhing. 


Pſal. 130. 7. 


that ſeek to thould themto elivic 0p own deſigned, al 


The — awd. 
of others , by tos much complying with Kings and Princes 


never 
e ith 


fo wicked ; or injutions, So the Lord obſerves of 
former tithes , they wake the King with their withedxeſſe, 
ard rhe P-aites with vheir Iy?s, Hof. 7.3, Such were thoſe 
Nobles afhd Zfderst6 Whom Jeenbel. wrote her'Letters for the 
foning of "Nubarh y ata Publite Fatt , for upre- 
tended blaſphemy, proved by falſe witneſſes : that t thereby his 
Vinequrd for which Ahab was fick, might eſcheat to the 
Ctown, 1. King. 21 Yea, ſometimes either out 'of fear ; ati 
cownnviſe , or out of affected popularity for baſe ends, they 
ſtoop ſo low; and become ſo mean and unworthy in their ſpi- 
rits, a$to-cotnply with the very dregs"and ſcum of the people, 
if they Ke them mad wporvany wickedneſſ, beit never ſo con- 
rtity totruth, | nbtedſdulle, and Order, Thus {aro will 
mak&yods for ?/rall , "if the w pu to tumule for them. 
_ el phe rw his Mas of cereainof the Charch , and 
aries the brother's John web the ſword, pleaſed che 
1, he proteeded further , wor ab be Af. 
TT es 
Yatery, tolzy; her H Goevernonrs that t 
thi teſt , Tronld Id 0 eheie boars; from Wickedneſſe » ook 
wasdoneherein , or left undone by others. 
en. Intimes of } udgement, or ofapproaches of it, uz it is 
or rofitm an eur Nba Ley td:24ſb the awve, 
ſo here ent -thifemito., beexufe God tath 
5 ety of tcemptiber nat ſalvation, ih the miidft of the greateſt 
« th the Lord there 34 werty, and with bim is plenteons ve- 
r5oy, 'So'that ; vhere 15 boye in Tſoncl concerning this thing, 
revirrtietrobble be. When God bemoanes F2:06, for the 
| EIS calamity thae was cotningonhim ; Ala ! for 
tay # great, ſo that nowe is like wntoit ; "it even the of 
Jaccbs bf Yom. he POnny ſubjoynes this conſolation, 
frall be ſaved out of it, Fer. 30. 7. for ; God is eng ha 
his prople , Fer. 3.1%. A \ #ho3" Redleamr 57 ftrong., the Lord of 
hoſts ts bis nanwe, and be all throughly p{rad phos ranſe, that be 
wry give reft ta the Land, and ſqminerbe Inhabitants of Baby- 
lon, Fer. 50. 34 This 


a of wang the Heats 
- T $ many vhs ba as Ob er. 
.togk this madeipotopn of them out-lived the 4 
' Captivity; returned from 3 Babylen ,\andifaw chikaeodetiva of of 
dy ot laid, who had becn eye-Witnelles: of the 
Ezra 3.13. Yea, they returned foure for 
ons For » 1:fehojakine time y-the numberof thoſe that were 
—_ ed to Fable, was but Bonn, 2. Kin bg. 16.and;in Zo 
dekight time 4600. _ 22600 But',\the number of them 
that returned were (of freemen ) 142360; belides 7337. mun- 
ſerqants and myaid- ſervance that attended them?) Neb, 6.66,67. 
Thus od, upon theunfained R of afew , doth not 
onely fave, byt greatlywultiply 4 Nation,;[cvenimdera Deſo- 
lation. So willipg is he to encourage all-chen,/ eſpecially Zerw- 
ſalem; and. among them, the Chick, the Head;the Repreſent 


atsye 
Body of his people , to waſs their hearts from Wickedueſſe , by 
truc Repentance and thorough Reformation. i ; 
This ſufficiently informeth-us z- that be the fins and ſtraites T. V/e, 
of true penitents what they will ,'yet their cauſe cannot be de» Information. 
ſperate.. Repentance opens a way out of aby trouble or calg- The Caſe of a | 
only If a mans ſins be as great as thoſe of Afaviſſeh, who not _ _ 
Wrought mach. wickeaxeſſe himfelt', doing more wicked! 3 
than alt the. Amoritesthat:were bing burzdrew the peop 
alſo :0 domure ett rhay did che N avime vom the Lord. deftroyed 
before the children of Ifrael ; and, -befidevall Prep nomads =_ 
snnocent blood very much, til be chad Hed Fernſalem from 
te another; *. and, fu af roer Cor har NO * x. King. 21. 
whit leffe, than thoſe of that deſperate! Aptomur tihngor homo wge 
the RIS 5s und nchans pom ora B 
1g of the heart from wickedt , through Godsp! 
Sau —_— will iaockedat be, open” all pri 
II 2550 penitentatliberty'; 'bat inſtare 
in former proſperity znd glory, with - 
oy Weſec itin Aſanaſſeb, who ; upon his 'prear buns- 
We arneft voy was S hrngb agen to ferwſalems ure bis 


Is © 2 113," 

in thavknown place of” '7/ai. r. 16, 
_— pain ——_ ax” £4 tire eviEef your dom 
mgs 
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1: Uſt. 


2. U/e. 
Inſtru#ien. 


Ing the beart. 


* zach. G6 
* Iſai. 58.4 


Comeomow; 
fur b4 as ſtarlet pr bay Pailbbe 3s white 6 fROW; "8 Karr rc 


If men, for fac be bount'inifetttr s, and holden in Cords of affli Fiow, 


* Heb. 10. 4. Gags A Aut Fe 
* 3. Fet.3. 21. Which purzeth away theyfilth of tas fleſs.*; ;\notalbhe; #5 


The. Neceſſsty ad Bevfc 


ings from gov rote vaſe F devel; I, OT; 'eFc. 
E ' anibet a6: 17 UPoWhe webs Lor#© thong hydwr 


like crimſon; thr a be a« wook, The lame, in effect, 'E lib, obs 
ſerved unts:76; many hundradiyerrs before Iſaiah was born. 


the Latd&ed#h chem theit Ak; and their tronſpreſſions ther 
they have exceeded; Ht ofien tl aI/b ohbir care in dtiplin, and 
commanderh them 10; ret wen from iniquity. If they obey, and 
ſerwebins, they ſpa ſend their dayer tn profperity, and their yeers 
in pleaſures, f0b:362 B39; 10,1. Hence Luther ( upvarited by 
S:rev with the wnltnude of hig:fins as/ if it were 
for ſack a finder. to:be/ſaved.) ip faidits have anſwered:;'rha 
even the devill binifelFinight be ſaved ,/ it he'could but repent, 
We are ſure, God fpeaks.fal vation: to: every 'penitent fininer ; 
Let the wicked farſake (his way und the wirighteoua waar bis 
thoughts 5 - and {ct ie aetiary rand ths; Lord; and:he will bave 
mercy upon hint g and tavur 'Goll, for be Will abowndantly pardon: 
or, hb: will multiply pardons , as the penitent, before his Fepent-= 
ance, did multiply fins , on 5527+ Thus, where fin abdundeth, 


grace much more abog? <5.20.. not to them who con 
tinwejn fuythat grace moot z;but;:tothole. onely', ;-who 
being Weary of /inglay- held upon. race , that they may be dead 


anto fin, and made alive. wuto God x through Feſms Chriſt onr 
Lord, Row. 6,1t | 
: -Morgover;.we havehetice aclear 1nſtruttion, that God ac- 
epts of no Repengance}>but:waſbbug the hoarr from Wickedze(ſs, 


kkete 6of- Jes is net waſhing with nitreundnench;ſope,, It i8 not all the Sa- 


crifices, denfings, and. purifications of the Law, ( Fo it 18 5700s 
poſſible that the blood 'of | Bulls aud of Goates ſhoul take awa 
of water: ( even. in Bapriſare,it ſelf 


s *in 
Frvgat at 4 ;Not the af] ;Rings of the" (oul* the 
* irifteſt pennance —_ dil ah = 04g 'of 
waters, nor whole flouds of tears. ould they cxedlfer. 
dan ,, or the'red, Sea-it. ſelf that drowned:ithe whole hoſt of 
Egypr.) for theafliGiqns,yo hltain, or-fear, thatican wah 


AWAY. 


\ ef wuſbing tha\Hearts\ 1 
ſalem ont of the midſt thereof. tis nothing but that waſhing from 
f$n-and from wncteanneſſe 3 yea., from all fletinsfe of fleſh and 
fpirit, which conſilteth in the purging of the hidden man of the 
heart, in ceaſing to do evill, and learnsng todo: Well,:and perfe ting 
holtncfſe intho fear of God ; as hath becn aboundatitly ſhewed, 
in the'openihg of the Point which-we have hitherto preſecu- 
ted, and will come into further conſideration, in theſecend 
branch of this Text, : 

. What great cauſe then, have we this day , to take up-a ſharp 
Reproof, and bitter Lamentatian for the great ,//and' umiverfall 
negle& of this neceſſary: Daty'1'' Hath: not+the Lord viſited the 


bal: 29 
away tht \ewtine ay rw dine ot' payge the blood of Ferus 2. U, 
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3- Uſe. 
R eproof 3 and 
Lamentation for 
the want of 


whole Earth,” and ſent his Sword. in circuit throughout the this woſping. 


Chriſtian world ?. Is it not madedrunk with the blood of the: 
flaine > Hath it*not doneſharp and dreadfall :execution-upon 


our bones and onr fleſp *; wn; Trelandy which is become an-Acel- * 2-59m-19.12 


dama, {\wimming in blood.; as if 'that whole Kingdom were 
but onemaine Loxgh of crimſon ; prepared tofſatiate the infa- 
tiable ſcarlet drunken whore,to whom no NeRaris ſo pleaſing 
as the blood of the Saints; eſpecially; yours? Have we not 
all had our faves, our rods, qur iron-yokes bere at hame? are 
we not in Jeopardy every day 7 Hath \not our Feraſalew»., our 
$50», our Parlianient, beenin danger ? Is it yet free ?- or canit 
be ſecure, ſo long as a F2z.abet or a Maachah remaipes among, 
us ? Are there not many feeds of diviſions and fatallfrations 
every where ſowne, by thoſe that hatch corkarrite og $et.y) and 
weave the Spiders web of fubtile- polhcy to-hide eſe oEges, 
whereof he that earth (as, alwayes ſome filly Policique- 
would bee's , inveigled over to the faRtien , are- apt to-do, ) 


dyeth, and that which is cruſhed, bregketh ont st0 & Viper * N that * Iſa.39. Ce 


wilbtearthe Bowels of their Common Mother, the Land that - 


bare and bred them z-and, betray allintothe hand of the Com 
mon Enemy; that young and old Lion, the Viper , and the fiery 


flying Sexpens * > Do ye not perceive an evil Spirie ſtealing * 7/4i.30. 6. 


upon us to breed ſuch miſunderſtanding, -zealouſies, and rents 


bet weehAbiaelechand the men of Shechem*., as, if not wiſely * Jude: 9: 23: 


and ſpecdily:prevented , may __ the deſtrution of ty ; 
Y-.- 0 


© 
+.Vh 


* Tſai.2-2. 13+ 


* Amos 6. 6. 


* Heb. 13. 3+ 


CORY contrafted 1 Far, 


The Neceſſity and\ Beneft 
Do you not ſee, and feel that God begins to take off the Charet- 
wheeles , and to'Galt many unexpeRed blocks and rocks in 
your way ? Are you atiy- whit better feeured againſt cxorbi- 
tances, by any thing you have done? How far might I'proceed - 
with ſuch ſad-arid dolefull Querees? . 

But, O |} where is our. wa/aing ? where, one drop of 
water , to waſh away any part of that great and long ſettled 
filth and wickedneſſe that is 1n our hearts? Nay, where is the 
man that doth not daily, even in theſe diſtrefled times , defile 
bumſelf yet more, inſtead of labouring to be clenſed from his 


I, Someare ſo far from mourning, and waſting, when God 
calls to-weepjng, to baldneſſe, and girding with ſack-cloth, in a day 
of trouble and of treading down, and of perplexity by rhe Lord God 
of bofts, even in this Yaly of Yifon , wherein we have had the 
happinefſe to live 5 that, it we do any thing, it is onely for our 
ſelves, to ſtrengthen us againſt an Enemy , to fecure our per- 
ſons, liberties, and eſtates ( all, neceflary , m their place, and 
order, ), but we have not looked to our Maker, withany care to 
make our peace with/hitn by true humiliation and. godly ſor- 
inſtead of this, &ehold joy.and giatnfe » flay- 

4 and ari 
an 


row for fin "-_ yea, i - w 
ing of oxen, and killing of ſheep, eating fieſp ing Wine * , 
vl as much Ano ſecurity _— that par - away the 
evill day , and are not grieved for the affiiftion of Foſeph*, But 
woe untoall ſuch ſons of Belia/, that are fo crofſe-grained to 
the Will and commands of the Great and terrible God , who 
thus denounceth wrath with a witneſſe againſt ſuch unclean 
ſpirits of men. 1/ai. 22. 14. Surely this tniquity ſhall not be 
prerged from you, till you die, ſaith the Lord Ged of hoſts. That is, 
wntdl "come to execute the judgement of Hdll it ſelf upon. you 
atdeath, that refuſed to be waſted from this filtbineſe while you 
lived. And yet, who mourns? who remembers them that are 
in bonds as bound with them ; and them which ſuffer adverſity, as 
being yonr ſelves alſo in the body * ? Who. fits 18 the duſt for 
gaſping 1re/and, now in her gore ; or, ſo much as t#rws aſide, 
zo ack how ſhedoth? Who cates onedainty morſell.the lefle, 
riots thelefſe,, drinks and quattes the lefle, abates. of oy 222 


\ 


of waſhing the Heart. - 

wy ile £5 vngn is fs _  fourd , and Kidd al 
the day long, as appointed for t tr ; and, thoſe that 
remain ofher, wander up and daoWn, not > ſheep-rhins and goate= 
skins, (they have no coverings fo ) but old rags, and 
wiſpes of ſtraw to coyer their nakednefle , being deftirmte of all 
comfort, afflifed, and tormented ; ber breach being great like 
the Sea, that none cars heal ber + in the mean time, weftrike in 
- withtheſe, who ſay, Come ye, 1 will fetch Wine, and we will 
fill owr ſelves with ftrong friak, 

and much more aboundant ? O the wecsand thick clouds of mi. 

that hang over the heads of fuch a people 1 Shall wor the 

Lord be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this, that thus provoke him 
to their own confuſion ? 

2. Some, in diſtrefſes, are content ts come to Aizpeh , and 
faſt ; but, they raw no water there, to powre #r owt before the 
Lord + they cantet ſhed one tear for their migbry fins. We can 
weep for any thing rather than for onr ſelves ; nlly', in 
reference td ur ſins thechief cauſe of weeping , be our out- 
ward condition whatit will. O the hardneſſe of our Adaman- 
in hearts 1' the 
by'the deveitfulnrſſe of fin ! Did we ever read of one Faſtin 
Scriptare, that was paſſed over without tears; what ever the 
men were that kept it * The Good Lord be mercifult unto us, 
and to this whole Land. When ſhall weſce ſuch a Faſt,ax may 
give thename of Bockim* to theplace, for theexceſſe of wrep- 
we; in it?! of, fackas that of {art at Shilvb, Frag 2s, 26:07, 
at Mizprb, x:Sam77. 6. Yet, this is required oÞall, efpecial- 
ly in weepingtithes ,' rms ye wnto we With all your hearty, and 
withfafting, Weeping, and mourning, fort 2. 12. Not that rears 
are of themſelvesabſolmely neceflary 2 the rewdiny of the heare, 


is better than making our beds #0 fwim withtears , ont of na- 


tarall compaſſion , -or tenderneſſe to our fves, orothers, 


when the heart is not affeted with fin , the canfe' of our. 


evils. 

' $8. Some fave tears for ſtripes | 
crofleven in their very luſts ; but!, /their Faces are as dry xs 
'Godovys flrece (phen ll tlie was wet )- when-they come 


pes, for frownls ; forloſſes, for 


: andre worrow ſpall be as to day, 


JT 
3. ſe. 


callonſneſk that we havecontra&ed = 


* Tudg.2. 435+ 


fore. 


34 
3. Vſe. 
* Tſat. 59. 11. 


The' Neceſſit y aud. Benefit 


fore the Lord to moarn tor. fans they can cty: and rory like 
bears * , and, like Rusbel, \refuſe to be comforted, for breaches, 
fears, diſtra&ions , ftraites and extremities, grinding oppreſ- 
ſions, taxes, pollings, lofſes, common calamities , even to the 


diftra&ting of their wits, and ſinking of their ſpirits. E/a» can 
find tears, if he looſe the b/-ſing z but , not for his prophane 
heart. ' Pharaoh can'be much aff. &cd under a Judgement ; bur, 
the bulineſle is ; take away this Plague from mee Jſracl bowled 
«pen their beds; But, ſaith the Lord, they bave not cxyed unto me - 
with their heart, Why then, did they make ſucha,. noiſe, and 
uſe ſueh importunity ? The buſineſſe was onely this.; they af- 
ſemble themſelves for corne and wine , and they rebell againſt me, 
Hof. 7. 14. It may be that ſoine can now-weep for read, as, 
thoſe women that can weep for any thing: but , it is ip refe- 
rence to kinred, allyes, friends,or to ſome loſle in their Eſtates; 
or hopes.in that Kingdom 3 and ſo; as it refers to themſelves, 
as anafMiRtion, they can ſhew paſſion enongh/; yet as it refers: 
to the ſins of Tre/and, they arenot at all moved with it., Thus, 


- ofthaſe that make uſe of theſc Dayes of Humiliation, thereare 


* 1. Sam-7.2. 


few who lament after the Loyd * ; but rather, to carry-on their 
ownends and bufinefſes with wore facility and hope. of ſuc- 
cefſe. But, asfor mourningfar fin, and faſting for God, where, 
Ol-whereſhall we find that black ſwan that {o doth, that we 
may honour, admire, and'T had almoſt faid adore him ! Bur, 
benot decetved, It is not ſorrow fimply, bur goaly-forroWw that 
workethrepentance ro ſalvation not to be repemted of , that is ac. 
cepted of God ; and that, is onely for ſin: all other, is but 
worldly ſorrow, which Worketh death, 2, Cor. 7. 10. 

4 Some waſh, and mourn for ſi» : but, it is onely for 
ſuch'fins as are viſible, and palpable; fins that draw after them 
open ſhame ,:or 'other puniſhment among men. If they be 

en with ſome groſk flagitious wickedneſle,that mans juſtice 
takes hold upon, you may perhaps gather up whole bottles, 
yea buckets of tears from ſome of their cheeks; as we ſee 
ſometimes in harlots doing publike penance, ( who yet, aficr 
the penitentiall garment is laid afide, are as ready for their 
Former filthinede as ever before; and, in mm 

| rs 


of waſbing the Heart. 
faRors going to execution (who, might they be ſpared, would 3. V/e. 
ſoon return to their old trade of robbery again, )-Btit this /o7- 
row, even for ſin, is as Worldly as the former. It is rather for 
healing their reputation with men, than for making peace 
with God. It is not for inward corruption , but toget off the 
ſpots and ftaipes which fin hath caſt upon the outward man : 
or, if for inward corruption , it is rather for being the cauſe of 
the outward ſhame or ſmart , than for the diſhonour of God 
and grieving of his Spirit ; whereas tkey who truely mourn 
for {in , doit becauſe God # broken With their whoriſh hearts, 
which have departcd from bim, Exch, 6.9. And this is beft 
done in ſecret, when none but God can behold the frame of our 
ſpirits in thedoing of it. They, who never knew what it was 
to rend the heart in ſecret before the Lord , for fin as fin, al- 
though no creature ever did , or could take notice of the fin, 
may juſtly ſuſpe& that all their mourning and weepiopg in the 
preſence of men, is but to be ſeen of men, and therefore muft 
needs beabhorred of the Lord, He is the right mourner , that 
mournes moſt, when none but God can be a witneſle of his 
mourning. | 

5. Some may be carefull of themſelves in the former par- 
ticulars, who yet labour not, according to their places ; to put 
the whole Land into a mourning poſture , that all others may 
do it as well as themſelves , which the very Heathen King of 
Niniveh, was carefull of , Joy. 3. And here give meleave to 
deal freely, that I'may be faithfull. You have indeed happily 
obtained conſent of His Majcfty for a Afoxerhly Faſt, during 
the troubles and wars in 1re/avd ; For which purpoſe Procla- 
-ations iſſued into all parts of the Kingdom : A Gracious 
AQ ; aneceſary work. But is there any caretakento fee how 
theſe Faſts 'are performed ? Which of all you bave made en- 
quiry, how they are obſeryed, in the; ſeverall Countries and 
Places for which you ſerve? Should you de it, you would re- 
ceive a fad return from many places. The very Fr Fat of all, 
on * Nov, 17, was never kept at all in divers Countries: and © 4m 16;c; 
can you;think the Monethly Faſts be better celebratec? 

And, tofay.truth, how ſhould they ; when that which en- 

| F zjoynes 


24 The Neceſſity 4nd Benefit 
. V/e. joynes then, is but Provdamarion-LaW ; and no courſe is taken 
to ſettle them by a more binding Ordinance? Be humbled, 1 
beſeech you, for this double negleRt of ſo weighty a duty. And 
do not think any hamiliations for your own perſonall faults 
and failings, will find acceptance with the Lord, untill yon 
take care to puniſh the offences of others , and-to prevent the 
like for time to come. Foſnah and the Elders of 1/rael , laid 
themſelves very low before the Lord , by faſting and prayer, 
in the Caſe of the defeat of 1/rar! before Ay, Zoſh. 7.6, But 
God rounds Joſhnah in the eare, lettmg him know that this 
was not all God expetted from him ; yea, that all this was no- 
thing, if he, being a Magiſtrate, would do no more.. Ger thee wp 
(faith the Lord unto him) Wherefore Iy:ft thow npon thy face ? 
1ſratl bath ſinned, &c. ver.to. Rulers and Elders of the people 
hzve moretodo , than to faft and pray ; they mult make en- 
quity into the firs of others allo, and fee juſtice done ; or never 
lo6k for good of their own faſting, and intercefiiens for the 
people. The Kingdom will never do their duties herein , nor 
thriveby any of your Councels, prayers, or tears, till you fee 
that all others do their dutics, as well as your ſelves, 
"6. $hall I go'oneſtep farther”, and: tell you all my heart ? 
May I t&ll 7eri/alemr, the Heads of the Tribes, the Reprefen- 
tative Body of this ſinfull Nation, that I fear ſome of them do 
not mourn and weep for their own fins; mach leſſe, for the 
abommations of the whole Land ? Are there not with you, even 
* 2.Chr0.28.10 Withiyow, fs « taw'of the Lord yorrr God * ? Be there not, who 
run the ſame conrſe, hold faſt the fame luſts , purſue the fame 
ends, and contirme the ſame men they were before this courſe 
of Faſting was firſt begun ? O } would God it were a flaunder 
to charge it upon any one Member of this honourable Senate ? 
£ acknowledge that weall, and the whole Kingdom do owe 
much, very nuck toyour Care , nd Vigilancy, as youarec a 
Body ; that God hath done great thi or us, by you; and, 
har ( without flattery,, I may, I mult: atteſt it ) very worthy 


deeds are done rmto this Nation by your providence, But yet, I be- 
feech you , I beſeech you , let every one lay his hand -vpon his 
heart, and ſadly ask his own foul, Art rhow yes Waftrd from thy 


wr kea- 


wickeduefſe ? Have you no perſonall fins left among yon , to 
pull down what others of you build? ne uncleannefſe, no 
wantonnes, no ſwearing, no blaſphemies, no malignity, no 
oppoſition to godlinefle , no by-ends, no private reſpcRts in 
publike debates, no defignes againſt Chrift, his Ordinances, or 
people, no wickednefſe in you ? Have you no fins as you are 
2 Body ? Is it-not pcfſible to find ſorpe want of-zeale , and 
courage for the truth ? no negle& of Gods Cauſe, and work? 
no opportunity loſt for ſetting upthe Kingdom of 7:fs _ 
in power ? of purgivg his Houſe, refinivg the filver from t 

drofle of humane inventions in his Worſhip , or ſetting him 
upon his Throne , in Government and Diſcipline? Are there 
none Who have heretofore faid at the breaking off of other Par- 
liaments, and at the beginning of this, that God did juſtly blaſt 
and break ſo many of thoſe great Conventions, becauſe they 
ſtrove to do their own buſineſle , before the work of the Lord, 
and yet have given way, and pleaded for the laying aſide of 
that work, untill your own te diſpatched ? Be there none 
of you that foreſee the fatall miſchiefs of leaving all men to 
their lidertics in the things of God z and yet want hearts to uſe 
your skill and intereſt, to make haſte to {tle matters of Reli- 


gion, leſt you come too late with a Remedy when the diſeaſe 


15 grown incurable, and the Kingdom grownto that paſle (as 
the grave Hiſtorian noted of old Rem ) that it can neither 
beare the malady,nor endure the cure ? 

Surely, you can beſt anſwer to all theſe queſtions. And , 1 
fear, ſome will be able to anſwer them very uncomfortably. 
And, f youdo find that there be any , (ſhould it be but one 
member of your whole number ) who mult confeſſe guilty of 
theſe, or any of theſe miſcarriages and fins, how ought youall 
to moprn, and to doyour utmoſt that he may cither be ſpcedi- 
ly reformed, or taken away from among you. 

It becomes not meto accuſe any man ; but it behoves every 
man.toask his own heart, yea, ( becanſe the heart is deceicfull 
aboveallthings, ) toask God the ſearcher of the heart, 7s 5s 7? 
The rather, becauſe who can but ſee the ſmall ſignes of Repen- 
tance and Reformation in the lives of many of thoſe, whoſe 
F 3 work 
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work now it isto.be the Reformers of others ; and, what dif 
proportion there 1s between: :our t preſent hardieſſe of ' heart 
.evidenced.by the want of godly ſorrow , and the great effufion 
of brinith tears powred out by all.the people of God for their 
{ns 10 the dayes of their ſolemne Falts in former times. To 
conclude this fad V/e, let meuſe the words of the Prophet to 
all wham:this may concern, fer. I3.15, I6, I'7. Hear ye, and 
give eare,tbe not proud; for the Lord hath ſpoken. Give glory to the 
Lord yorr God , before he cauſe: darkneſſe , and before your feet 
ftxmble upon the dark mount aines, and While ye look for light, he 
turn it inte the ſhadow of death and make it groſſe darkneſſe. But if 
e will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall monrn in ſecret for your pride, and 
(if it. be poſlicle ) : mine eyes hall weep ſore, andrun down With 
tears, becauſe. of the miſery that 1s coming on you,. when no 
protection or priviledge of Parliament ſhall do you any good. 
4. Uſe. ; _ Tiſhallnow wind up all with an Exbortation to the'effe- 
Exhortation to.tuall and ſpeedy taking bp of this neceſſary -Duty. O waſh, 
tall thus to waſh, ( for the Lords: fake) waſh every one his own heart 
oe 's ot Our £099 his OWN mickedneſſe, if ever ye look to be ſaved from Hell, 
pn at to betreed of the preſent evils that are upon us. O 7eruſa- 
lim, Wwilt-thow.not be mage clean ? When ſhall it once be ! Are we 
not a ſinfll,; leprous people ?: all» (in regard of fin ) ſuch as 
they, in 1/ai. 1.4, 5. Who revolt more and more, and whoſe 
Head ts. ſick, and heart faint : from the ſole of the foot even unto 
the Yead, there ts no ſeundnefſe in any. part of the Body-, but 
Wounds , and bruiſes and putrifying ſores * Wherefore , what 
ever others do, yet let my councell be acceptableunto you 
(Honourable and Beloved )- who are the Charers of our 1ſrac!, 
and the Horſi-men thereof, that. mult now ( under Ged ) be 
the repairers of our breaches ; and , the great engines of all our 
wealc and ſafety (if it be poſſible to ſave ſuch a people ) when 
the Lord ſeems to ſet upon the Waſhing away of the filth of the 
daughter of Sion, and, the parging of the blood of Jeruſalem from 
the miaFt thereof , by the Spirit of Judgement and of burning; and 
to plead the cauſe of his people againſt all-that opprefle them. 
Oh look you to it , that you do every one waſh you and make you 
clean, putting aWay all the evill of all your doings. . 
SA Begin 


Je | 


of waſbing the Heart. 
| Begin witha perſonall Reformation. 1f iniquity be in any 
of your hands, pat it far aWay , and let not any wickedne(ſe dWell 
in your T abernacles *, Then ſhall you be detter able to carry 
on and advance the great work of Reformation of others. Do 
you firſt purge your ſelves from all filthineſſe at home ; then 
may you betrer hope, that God will honour you to-be wort!y 
Inſtruments of clenſing the whole Land. Elſe, you will at 
length fit down, and with grief bewaile your hard lot to be 
put upon ſuch a ſervice, they made me a keeper of the Vineyards, 
but mine own Vineyard have I not kept * . Nay, both God and 
men will ſay unto you, when you begin to be zealous to reform 
abuſes abroad , while you cheriſh the ſame or worſe in your 
{clves ; as, art. 7.5. Thou hypocrite , firſt caſt out the beams 
ont of thine own eye ; then, ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caft. out the 
mote that u in thy brothers eye. 
Then, Look upon your ſclves as Publike Perſons, that mult 
-both bear the ſins of others whom you repreſent, and purge 
out the fins of others, or be guilty of them your ſelves. And in 
both theſe regards, your Wa/2izg mult be extraordinary. 
I. As in your Honourable Houſe', you repreſent all the 
Commons of E»glazd; 1o youſhould do here ; looking upon 
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* 70b 11; 14, 


* Cant. 1.6. 


all'the fins and-abominations of the Kingdom with bleeding 


hearts, and mourning for them, even on their behalf who per- 
haps are far from mourning for their own mighty ſins , them- 
ſelves. In the: eleventh of Leviticus , wer. 24, 25. it was or- 
dained, that in thoſe legall and typicall times , he chat roxched 
any dead carkeſſe ould be uncleawunto the Even, But he that 
bare it, ſhould wap his clothes, and yet be wunclean to the Even 
alſo. To ſhew, that they who ſuſtain the perſons of. others 
that are dead in treſpaſles and fins, muſt wa/3 more than ordi- 
rary, if they will be cleav. Do you therefore mourn, and fit in 


afhes for thoſe many thouſands , yea milltons of poor ſoules, - 


- that will net, cannot mourn for themfclves , for their 1dola- 
tries and ſuperſtitions, their oaths and blaſphemies , their 
drunkennefie and uncleanneſke, their lying and oppreſfions,and 
even infinite abominations that every where abound , and im- 


pudently Rare Juſtice and all Laws , yea, God himſclt , In the 
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face with contempt and ſcorn. Now, God calls you to Moſes 
his work, Who, when [/rae/ had grievouſly ſinned, and Ged 
had declared his refolution to deſtroy them for their fin, felt 
down before the Lord fourty dayes and fourty nights, becauſe of all 
their ſins Which they bad ſinned, in doing Wickealy in the fight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger, Deaut. 9.18. And, when 
they ſinned at Kadeſh Barnea : He fell down againe before the 
Lord as at the firſt , becauſe the Lord had ſaid he Would deftroy 
them : and he prayed, ſaying; O Lord deſtroy not thy people and 
thine tnheritance , &-c. ver, 25,26. Do you ſo now, when, 
perhaps, many of thoſe who {ent you hither, are in Ale-houſes 
or Taverpes , ſwearing , blaſpheming, or committing other 
wickedneſſe, to draw down yet more wrath upon the King. 
dom, even while you be here 1n the duſt for their fins as well 
as for your own. It may be the Lord may hear you, for their, 
Converſion ; However, your importunity for them ſhall 
contribute muck to the ſparing, healing, ſaving of. the whole 
Nation : So kindly doth God take the falling downof a ſes 
or a 7o/9xah, in behalf of his people , that his uſuall anſwers, 
I have pardoned them according to thy Word * : and fo ſtrongly 
doth ſuch mediation operate with Divine Mercy , as it ſeems 
to bind the hands of Revenging Juſtice*, and to command Omes 
nipotency. 

- 2, You muſt look upon your ſclves as truſted with the mak- 
ivg of all neceflary Laws , and the ſtrengthening of thoſe alrea- 
dy made (where there is necd ) for purging the Land from 
what ever filthincſſe is init. Which till you be carcfull to cf- 
feR, the ſins of particular perſons, will become Nationall,and 
the guilt thereot will lie at your Doore ; as, the finnes of E lies 
ſons, did at his. And herein, take noticethat God expe&s from 
you the enaRting of ſuch Laws as may repaire him in his Ho- 
nour, where it {uffereth by any open wickednefſe; as well as to 
provide for the Civill peace and tranquillity of the King- 
dome. 

This neerly concerns you, there being (ifI miſtake not) ma- 


A Catalogne ny fins that will come into the account of National, untill 


of ſome N atio» 


val ns. 


ſome good Laws becnaQtcd, for the vindicauon of Gods Ho- 
nour 


of waſhing the Heart. 


nour which ſuffereth by them. Give me leave, in all humility 4. V/e. 


and faithfulneſfe, to preſent you with a Catalogue of ſome of 
them, 


1. The Land(as I humbly conceive, and tremble to ſpeak 1. The Land 
it ) isguilty of B/ood. And Blood, you know, d:filcs the Land, is guilty of 


Num.35.33- I ſpeak not now, of ordinary marthers commit- Bivo 
ted by private perſons, for which the Law hath provided; but, 
of Bloud, ſhed by the whole Kingdom , even in Parliament it 
{{|f. Witneſſe the blood of many hundred Saints and Mar- 
tyrs,ſhed in England in times of Popiſh Perſecution, to which 
the Bloody Paramores of the Scarlet Whore hath been ena- 
bled by divers Laws made in Parliament, in the reignes of 


Henry the fourth, Henry the fifth, Henry the eighth, and Queen 2. Hen. 4. 15. 
Mary ; and for which the Land was never ſufficiently hum- 2+ Hen.s. 7. 


bled unto this Day, nor bath given ſo much teſtimony of Re- 
pentance for the ſhedding of fo much innocent and pretious 
Blood, as the Papiſts themſelves did , in open Parliament in 
Queen XMaries Reign, for ſhedding no more Blood, but giving 
way to the repealing of thoſe Statutes, in the Reign of King 
Edward the fixth , by which Laws fo much Blood had been, 
and more might have been, ſpilt. 
" _ Think not that this is a buſinefle of ſmall moment ; but 
worthy of the ſaddeft deepeſt conſideration of aParliament(be 
their other weighty and preſſing afaires, what they wilLor can 
be, ) 18 evidentby the ſtrift inguiþrion , which God hath ever 
made for blood among his own people, when guilty ef it. The 
blood of all the Prophers and righteous men , from Abel even 
unto Chri#, fell fo heavy upon the Jews, that it is not yet fully 
explated unto this day, according to that which our Lord de- 
nounced againſt them, Aſate. 23, Ye know how ſharply God 
dealt with all 1/-ae/, becauſe Sax/ had injuriouſly and contrary 
to a Covenant made long before he was borne, flaine ſome of 
the Gibeonires in 1/racl. A ſore famine came upon the Land, 
for three yeers together, which mult needs ſtarve very many to 
death ; Davidand the people , marvailing at fo great a Judge- 
ment, of ſo long continuance, inquired of God, what the caute 
might be. The Anſwer was; 7t & for Saul and for bs hy 
| ouſe, 


25. Hen. 8. 14+ 
31. Hen. 8.14. 
1.2.Ph.Mar.%. 
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heuſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites , 2, Sam. 21, 1. ( now the 
Gibeonites were not of the children of Iſtatl, but of the remnant of 
the Amorites, (With whom , 7oſbxah, beguiled by a wile of 
their Ambaſſadors *, made a League ) and the children of [[rac! 


' had {worn unto them ; and Saul ſought to ſlay them , in his z1ale 


* 2, SON-II. 3. 


to the children of 1ſraely and Judah. * ) But this blood, this baſe 
blood went ſo to the heart of the righteous God, that he 
would not be pacifyed by any prayers, or Sacrifices , untill 


ſeven of Sauls [ons were delivered to the Gibeonites, to be hang- 


« 2.King.23.26 


27. 


ed up before the Lord : and, after that, God was entreated for the 
Land, wer. 14. | 

Now, if the blood of fuch unworthy Amorites , who had it 
not been for that League, which they procured by a plaine lie 
and grofle deceit , were to have been all deſtroyed by Zoſonah; 
drew down ſuch a ſharp revenge upon a whole Kingdom: and 
if Maraſſch brought whole Rivers of blood upon 7«dab , for 
the innocent blood that he ſhed, which the Lord Would not paraon, 
2, King. 24. 4. Notwithſtanding all the ſubſequent care, and, 
zcale of good Fofiah in purging and reforming the Land,* te 
prevent the 5mm] wa , and deſolation that God after 
brought upon it : I leave it to your wiſe and pious confidera- 
tion, whether England, and the Parliament of England be not 
deeply cocnerned 1n the butcherics and burnings of ſo many 
holy and pretious men and women, as ( perhaps by the hands 
or procurement of ſome of their Anceſtors, who now fit in 
Parliament ) have been deſtroyed by thoſe bloody Laws of 
this Kingdom, at the inftigation of the fas of Sir. 

- Do but tracethe ſtreames of blood that iſſued from that firſt 
Law made in 2. Hex,4. out of the veynes of the two Houſes of 
Yorkand Lancaſter, for many yeers continuance : above foure- 
ſcore of the blood Royall loſt their lives , together with many 
thouſands more of the Nobility,Gentry,and Common people, 
before the quarrell ended in the joyning of the two Roles into 
one. And yet, perhaps, Henry the fourth might plead a kinde 
of neceſſity, for giving way to that bloody Law. of Burning all 
whom the Popith Antichriſt pronounced Herericks , becauſe 

by the help and ſtrength of the Popiſh faRion, rather than by | 
LD a ju 
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| und ware theGrown,” And for the ſame - 4:Uhes 
retforr, \Hewy the fifth'mighe tred/in che Reps of his Pathet; 
which; after , coft his Son and the Kingdom fo dear, before 
God could be appeaſed; each, LW 2s Ce: 
' You know there ig'a Ja t hanging over: the Head of 
Babylon the mother of Hutlors and abomination '&f the Earth, 
for being 'made'/s dr anben' with rhe blood of Suihts and Mar- 
tyrs * : and that God' will give her blood to drink * , for all " Revel.17.s. 
the blood that-hath been ſhed by ther "who have been her * $4444-16-6, 
bloody Inſtruments or abettors. This bloody Cup muſt go 
about, ſoniewhere. Arid my prayer I thatif may go 'to ther 
that hate 'yot!; #nd fall tothe lot of your enimics; But it cariiot 
hart you to confider , whether this Kingdom hath not cauſe 
to fear that God will put the Cup unto her mouthand cauſe 
her to drink deep thereof, for that great fin; or , whether there 
hath been enough done in Parliament ,' to preverX that crim- 
{on Delage? - Fi [00113 CORY SALE 
If fou have good ground to think that former Parliaments 
have ſufficiently acquitted themſelves herem, I ſhall much re 
joyce. Bnt'fure I am, your Proteſtant Anceſtors,'in reverſing 
thoſe blobdy' Statutes, came far ſhort of the Popith party , in 
-outward expreſſions of Repentafce,, when they made thefr 
peace with Rome, for not centiniting thoſe Laws, a$ 1 toucht 
before, For, albeit the firſt S:arure made in the firſt yeere of 
Oneen Elizabeth, Repeals thoſetruell Laws formerly mentio- 
ned: yet that _—_ was inreference' onely to their extirpa- 
tion'of all #{»rped and foraign Power exerciſed in 'this Realme; 
and, to the refforing and uniting to the Crown, all 7uriſaifions 
anciently belonging thereunto ; without any touch or hint of 
any ſorrow for the great fin of Bleod-ſpedding, and perſecuting 
the truth and peopleof God ; for the truths fake,” by means of 
thoſe Laws. | OE 
But, inthe Popiſh Pafliament, in £.2. Phi/.and Mary, there 
was another manner of Repealing the Statutes of King Edward 
6. which had "made void the Laws for Popiſh Perſecution. 
There, all the Eſtates of Parliament, repreſenemg rhe whole Body 
of the pac” of the ſame , in the _ of 
then» 
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+AFrand Mon. kgees * to Cardinal 'Pole; Legate From Pope Jutine the third, 


in Queen Mary. 


their utpoſito repeal and a 
nances,inthat preſent Parliament ,, as Well for. themſelves as for 


acknowledging that they had a long time wanadred and. trays 
abroad; from the right way, and per meg themſelves very ſorry, 
and reperzant of the Scbiſme and Diſobeaience' committed in this + 


Realme avd D ominious aforeſaid , againſt the. See Apoftoliqur, 


tither by making, aprecing » or executing any Laws, Ordinances, 
or Commandments ag aint the SORenEy of - ſaid $ce,or others 
wiſe doing or ſpeaking; than might zmwpugne the ſame,, promiſing 

A Anas and abroegate all ſuck Laws and Ordi- 


the whole Body Whom they repreſented. And upon thoſe termes 


. onely they.crayed, and obtained of the Legate ; the Abſolution 


of the whole Realme, -.,, - _ 7 

Now, if they were fo penitent for oppSſing ſuperſtition, 
and laid themſelves ſo low in the name of the whole King- 
dom, before the proud Agent of that Man of Perdition, to pro- 
cure their Parden; Youw-may do well to conſider, whether the 
Parliaments ef Eng/axd, fince that time, have been ſufficiently 


humbled befere the Lord, in; the name of the fame Kingdem, 
fog expiating fo much blood ſpilt, by vertue of thoſe Antichris 


ſtian. Laws ;.and , for making their Peace with God-who ſel- 
dom forgives tha fin, uatill he hath done fore execution upon: 


the Nation, or people guilty of it. In the time of the Law, .if 


any were found flain in the fidd., and it could not. be known 
who had flain himy;the Lord. ordained that the Elders of the 
City next to the place,ſhonld ceme forth, and the Prieft hould 
take an beifer and [trike off her head in ſome Vally neer it, and 
that the Elders ſhould waſh their hands. over the lain heifer, 
and. ſay , Oun hands bave not ford this. blood, neither have our eyes 
ſeen it, Be merciful, O Lord, wnto thy people 1ſracl Whom thos 
haſt redeemed, and lay net innocent blood to their tharge ; and the 
blood bold be forgiven them, Deut. 21. 6,7, 8. Which ſhews, 
that , where any innocent blood is ſhed,, although by an un-- 
known band, the people neer it, muſt do ſomewhat in publike 
ecquitting theml clves of it, and pray-that it may not be my 
; | £ 
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That ſuperſtitious and bloody (Queett' Aﬀfery wil ſorealons 

to reſtore: the; honour of: that fallly old Sin ST homas 4 
ZBeekge;; that, when ker ovh Father King) H th, liad 
tm an of, ce Conlon of "wr i ms 
3] TM t tor, 
rn. ordevtoreftore him in dloo#ind honvur;; ; by enuſing 
his nametd beagaininſerted in allthoſ@Beoks , out ofwhick 
it haddcen obliterated;: Youalbknpw:, the innoceney?, B61: 
nel, land zealerof thoſe bleſſed" witneſſes of the Lord Peſts , 
which Gfferecherebyfirein times of Bb i yet; were they: 
cotlcnned.asiutalcrable milcfators; deceivers, inipoſtors, 
hereti and:what not : and, ſhall no Pxrliament be ſo zea: 
lous of their honour, or rather of thehorour of the Lord Zeſme, 
a8; by  fome- Declaration: tothe whols/world , to proclaim 
them innocent; andtrue Martyrs of Chris and; £6 cohdemn 
and bewailethe finof thoſeehat flew them ;"eſpecitlly eonfi- 
dering Pockfingrons * late belchings againſt chem, piving them 
that Gandin Carat: Teſtinns Veritatis, arid ih Miſter Foxes Ka- 
lendar,befare thi Book of Aarryre, no other Elegini,or titles, 
than of Rebefls ore, 'whom' we all know were blefled 
ant ploriats. Martyrs ? Thavebecn over-longin his jtiflatiee, 

poſſible brevity inthe ret,  * 
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I ſhall recompence it withall 
2. The Land, js guilty of much ancleann:ſe and Adultery; 

and now'more thatever; fincethat poor imperfet Authority 
ok.Ecclefiafticall Jadges'wis taken away , becaule wan Fr » bo 

ſet.np-in the roointheraof for the exemplary-prtiithing of 

ſin.” For, what Law's there; I pray you, ne takes hold of an 
Adulterer, be:he never ſo notorious ;-unleſſe he happen to get 
any ofthoſe whom he defiles, with child ?.and then, if he give 
but ſecurity to.difchargethe' Pariſh of his Baſtards, you cannot 
och him, inthe ltaftfor wwant'of Laws to meet with 7 
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2. The Land 


is.guilty of un- 


F cleanneſſe and 
Adultery. 


4 


2. The Land is 
in part guilty - 
of the miſeries 
of Ireland. 


7, 8. (Fc. 
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xd 2+ poidied with earl 4 
negtthole abaminatiods , which-defile a Nation, 
Ps _—_ amen! nary "reproach 

cficghug}}provifignaamade ne thn; Dy.your 
40d authogitys iT gto-dfyaib.omdit ofohb vEddlbenierikihb 
and will be charged upon the account of the Kingdom: i775 
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Najveofrom theit grate :igdotapdtycandaBipits [dolatries. 


have contented dar-(dves tacanquerthrirdodies,:'and to) 
ubdue them by force 19 6his' Crown! noti uſing! bkecare to: 
ſubdge their ſouls to.the, Soepter of Farm Clrijhu No: marvail: 
therefore, if they hg weibaeniforigineditatiep roveings, and coi 


tying;the late hopyi aevc;itheyiba —_ 
_ A pans pars Sc lr -naght have oa 
m- better, and preventetthe fhoddingiof ſormuckinmnocent 


blood. VWhen: 1/rach; it; lt awas Wirheao cherrrnt iGod arid a- 
reaching Prieft , there Was ne prove itorbie rhinn lernons »\nor. f6- 
bins tht 009y 11911 huh great uexatiend af rhe enhubi.. 
tents of the Gonntrics, amd Nation inataiſfhoyed of Nation; and 
City of City : for Gotldid vex then withiall adueryfity.; 2. Chro, 
15. O therefore,; that. you would: yet:jmitate.good Jebo/ba- 


= 2.Chro.17. 6, phat * , .( whole brare was lifþ up inthe way ofithrifiord, Yand: 


yet reſolve to nd ſuch Mag! ainorig them, 
as may make ittheir. chief care and bufirefle;- toiteachothoin the 
Law of the Lorg, in all their Citicsand vilages;-yea,apd/aft, 
to bring them into the bond;'of a Covenant, to ſeehthe Lord 
God of their Fathers with-all thiir heart ,, and with all their ſoul. 
th *, tavauſcakitriftand;torit iliag allotorike 
away all the avaminations aut of all whoſe Cont rier,"! and make all 
to ſerve, even to ſerve the Lord abtir God: Then; would his fear: 
fall apou them, and upon all the Nations rannd about thews', all: 
wars would pune - and; the. Lord: would: wy year | 
+ngdoms 1nthe hand:of his Majeſty, Nothing. is: ſo gooda fe-- 
curity for conſtant loyalty; ſachan ciEualliexpogent for the: 


putting 


putting arend to the.-war y and ſettling of a firme and durable 
peace, as the true knowledge and: fear of God , by the care of 
the Magiſtrate, planted among them. | 


45 
4. V/e. 


\ 4. Laftlyis not thi Land guilty of imnch Zukewarmeneſſe, 4. The Lind is 


an totefarins of match Tiperſtition and Idolatry; by too much. 
flackniefſein perfting the work of Reformation, eſpecially in 
Worſhip, Goverment ;” and Diſcipline of the Church, May 
not Chriſt ſay into. this: Kirgdom , as ſometimes: David ( a 
type'of Chrif? )' to the Elders of Fudah, 2. Sam. 19.11, 12. 
Why areye the la to breng the King back: to bis Houſe - ( ſeeing 
abs fpeech of hit Tſrnel is tome to thi-K  -vogher bis Hogſe 12) ye 
Jre my. Brethron;ye are ty bones and my fleſh; Wherefore then are 
Jv Laſt to bring back the King ? It is true that England was the 
firſt entire Kingdom that imbraced the Goſpel , in thelaſt Re- 
formation) + bur yet; ſo it falls out; ini thecearrying on-of the 
Work; that all therelt ofthe Reformed Churches , have gotten 
theNart\of tis, 87 bartz did of Zara * 7 who: firſt put owt bij 
hand;yet was aft borne, =o - 

Far beitfrom my ſeeret Thoughts, to flcight your worth 
BeginningsBut I befeech/you, give me leave to be fairhfu! 
tomy Maſter Chri#?, and to ſpeak for him ,- without fear or 
aine, *IftheLord will'give you heatts:to hearken ,.T am fare 
that, in ſpeaking for him , you will ſoon find me toifpeak for 
you. I-may not take the boldneſſe to conclude it to be an Er- 
ror; that you proſecuted 'not the Lords Work according-to- 
your firſt ing: -But Tſhull jntreat you not to forget, that 
many-promied/it; and all held-it neceflaty.. I know you have 
fince met with many difficulties and obſtruAtions. But you: 
ſhall do well to conſider ſeriouſly, whether much thereof hath 
nothappened'by laying aſide the Cauſe of Religion. The Pro- 


phet Mayga; * made it' clear to Judah; that, their negle& of « ;;,,. c 


Gods Houſe, brought a'curſe upon all'they did for themſelves : 
and, that their difficulties increaſed', by their delayes. They 
that let Gods Work lie by , ſhall be ſarc to have werk enough. 

oftheirown. - | 
-\'That People-wereſlow of beliefs thething being ſocon- 
 trary t6 ſence,” Therefore God e Heggai to them, a ſecond: 
| G3 time,. 


guilty of much 
ſuperſtition, Tdo- 
latry, Schiſme 
(Fc 


* Gen.z8.29, 
30. . 


—_ 
[+] . 


+ fertile of Heads, as error and Schiſme grown:ts. ſomteſfrength. 


The Neteſſity and\Benepst 
time, with the fame meliage Lua irnor, pray yori: begric-: 
yous that I imitate him.s it! is a- good (pattern; Remember, 
what I ſpake unto you upon the fifth of /Nyreawber Lk. I'ſpare 


to repeat what-was then ſpoken in your; cares. ,, becauſe (by 


your own command ) I have ſince that time, pat.it into yqur- 
hands. The Lord (et 5ton upon all your Wawwns., know you 
are grappling even with death'it ſelf eyery, day. But , what of 
that ? Were it not better. { if-it muſt be{o ). that you die with, 
Gods work in your hands, thaa with your own  Doyou net 
{ce, or bear daily of the diſorders, ſeRts;,;irents, 'and Schilmesy 
thatievery where bud forth already , .avd threaten all Order, 
Unity, and Goverament? Give the water but a ſmall paſlage 
without ſpeedy making up the banks, and you know how 
ſoon whole Sca's.will break in upon us, and render all irreco- 
verable and uncarable; :If opeditliculty occurre to day, it will 
be doubled, yea multiplied tomorrow. Thexe :s' no, Hydra ſo 


and.maturity. It will ask you but a ſhort time. of congivence: 
afterwards ; there will beno curbing, or ſhamingof it. No- 
thing ſo confident as ignorance ,: impudent as fallkogd , and 
catching as error. . 3214 61. bite ef Infield you oa 

Sometimes, in pangs of difficulty , men ſeem:zea}qys of Re- 
formation.z remove but their fears*, and fare-well their zeale. 
Let-it not be fo with you. Only take notice , that the calling 
ot a Synede or Aſſembly. ( whichat one time was rongly. agt 
tated, ) thelakt Summer, being put aff, that blagdy-Rebelhon, 
in Ireland followed. Then, it-was coticeived -unſcaſonable to 
fall upon matters of Religion, untill ſome courſe was taken te 
ſettle that Kingdom, When that was put into away, another. 
difficulty preſented it (elf againſt a free Synode , the vetesand- 
power of Biſhops in Parliament, Before this could bezremg- 
ved, there aroſe another neceſlity of putting the Kingdomw.into, 
a poſture of Defence. And by that time z ſo many preſſing oc- 
caſions for levying of valt Sums of money to defray the publike- 
Charge, brake in upon you like a floed, that the longer you de- 
ferred that work of Religion ,' the more" inſuperable the difii- 
culties which did.accoſt you: And yet, when all is dons, 'u 
| Wi 


+ Pp) > 


of waſhing the Heart. 


| | -- E 
wilt be at length conſtrained to ſet upon that buſineſs, when 4« Uſe, k 


the times -will be thuch more troubleſome , your diſtrations 
eater, your: Gp ſtrenger, your advantages lefe, your ' 
iends more diſheartned, your enemies more ſtrengthened,er- 
rors, Schiſmes, Herelies, and diſorders more multiplied , and 
nnprovedto the height of impudence and threatning bold- 
neſſe : and yet , even. then will you be compelled to break 
throughall , and: to conflict with whole Armies of thoſe ob= 
ſtrutions, which now you ſeem unwilling or afraid to ſet 
open while they be ſingle, or not ſo united as they will ſhort- 
be. 
4 There is nothing deſtroyes a Kingdom, or Church, ſo much 
as dodging or triflingin the matters of God. Pollicy to ſup- 
port, or ſhore up a tottering State , where Piety hath before 
ſettled Religion, is very uſcfull. But , where thelater is nc=. 
ple&ed, uncill the former be 1n all-points provided for , is the 
high way to ruine all. : 

In humane Reaſon, I confefſe, they ſeem to conncell wiſdy, 
who tell you that the Laws and Liberties of the Subjects muſt 
firſt be ſecured, before you fall upon Religion , which will do 
you little good, if, ſkruggling for this , you be made flaves the 
while. But,/Divine truth requires you to folow another me» 
thode, firſt to build Gods Houſe, and to truſt him with the 
building of yours, when his Work is done. Haggai indeed, 
could not be believed for a long time together , when he prea« 
ehed ſuch do&rine. But , God. brought the people to it at 
tength, whether they would: or not : and when they obeyed, 
they ſoon fonnd'the fruit of their obedience, by that promiſe 
from God; frow this day Will I-blefſe you, Hag.2. 19. 

Let me, for a cloſe, obſerve to-you the Story of 1/-ael in their 
managing of the Ark, when it had ſuffered adiſlocation. The 
P hits#tines had gotten the Ark into. their poſſefion , through 
the folly of 1/-ae/, bringing it into the -Camp.upon a day of 
battell, without warrant from God, 1. Sam. 4: But , as Or« 
dinances abuſed, do. ever draw down ( not bleſſings, but } 
Judgements upon theſe that enjoy them, ſo did the Ark upon 
the P ili fines, 1. Sam. 5, Upon this, they take councell _— 

fo DS 


4B The Neceſſity and Benefit 

4 V/e, toberid of it, as profane men, who ever conclude that Godli. 
neſſe it ſelf ( not their abuſe of it ) brings null evils apon them; 
and therefore , defire'to be quit of all Religion. Accordingly, 
the Ark 1s ſent-homewards, in a ftrange manner. Two milch 
kine mult draw it home to their doore,, before Gods own 
people ( who ſhould have had'morezale and devotion.) did 
ever look after the recovery of it, r. Sam. 6. ,* / 

Now, obſerve what followed. As their” firſt: ſuperſtitious 
folly divided the Ark from the Tabernacle built by Moſer, 
when they carried it into the Field ; ſo, their ſupine negli- 
gence, at the return of it, occaſiened the keeping of thoſe two 

| aſunder ( contrary to'the cominand of God) that they never 
, came more together, till they met in the Temple, The Ark was 
1 taken from Shileh , where it had remained in the Tabernacle, 
at theſtanding place of pablike Worſhip ; and from thence, 
* 1. 9@n, 4.3,” Carried into the Camp. * But , when the Philiſtines ſent it 
; © back, it was firſt brought to Bethfhemeſh , and there ſet upon a 
| ro Stone ealled Abel, 1. Sam.6.18. Aﬀter twenty yeers 
anding, there , thoſe of Kiriath-jearim fetcht it up , to the 
Houſe of Abinadab in the Hill, 1. Sam. 7.1. Now, they began 
to be ſenſible of their lackneſſe in Religion, and lamented after 
the Lord, ( ver.2. ) asif they meant todo ſomewhat 'for him. 
They begin a Reformation , they put away the ſtrange gods 
from among them, aud /erved the Lord onely , ( ver. 3.) they 
_— ſolemn Faft at 2ſizpeh, powring out plenty of tears 
before God for their former remiſſeneſſe and Idolatries;. (ver. 
6. ) 'In this very nick of time, the Philiftines taking advan- 
tage of their meeting without armes , ſurround them on the 
ſudden, ( ver.7. ) but God thundred With a great thunder upon 
the Philiftines on that day, and diſcomfited them, ſo that vhey Were 
ſmitton before 1ſracl, ver. 10. 

Now, albeit they apparently found that God fought for 
them from Heaven , yet they took occaſion from that rub, to 
lay aſide the work, for at leaſt fourty yeers together : even un- 
till D awd ſent toall 1/-ael, ſaying ; Let us bring again the Ark. 
of our God to ua ;; for we inquired not at it in the dayes of Saul, 
I, Chro, 13, 3, When it was in bringipg home, by the _ 

: | nellc 


of waſbing the Heart. 49 
nefſe of Vzz4, a breach was made by /mizing hitn with death, 4. V/z. 
which ſomewhat retarded the bringing of it to Jerwſalem: for, 
upon that occafion it was carried «(ide to the Howſe of Obed 
Edom the Gittite , where it remained by the ſpace of three 
moneths, wer. TO, 11, and-12. All this while, the Tabernacle, 
and the Altar of Braſſe, abode at Gibeon, 1.Chro. 16. 39. The 
Ark being now placed under a Tent at Fernſalcm, 2. Chro.1, 4. 
and not ſettled, either in the Tabernacle or in the Temple, untill 
fifty yeers after , * when the Temple being built by Solomon, * Pavidreign- 
both the rb, Tabernacle, and all the holy Veſſels were brought 5. Yyorrts , 3. 
by the Pricſts into the Houſe of the Lord z and the Ark was $1,207” 
now ſet down in his place, in the Holy of. Holies , even #nder ed the Temple, 
the wings of the Cherubims, 2, Chro. 5.7. So long atime was in theeleventh 
it afier an opportunity of ſetting the Ark, had been over-ſlipt of his reign, 
vpon pretence of neceflity of providing , for the ſaving of the ** X/"s- 5+ 38- 
Kingdom from the then potent Philiſtines , before it could be 
{ttled 1n the _ place, and all Ordinances adminiſtred ac- 
cording to Order preſcribed of God, _ | 
_  Tnall that intervall of time, look upon the State of 7/7ael. 
They were more and more plagued by their evill Neighbours. 
They labourcd 1ndeed very much to ſtrengthen themſelves by 
Politike means. They complained-of Samacl as being too old 
for thoſe buſſling times, his Sons too bad to betrulted with 
the Government : Therefore, they concluded to ask of S- 
mucl , to make them a King to judge them like all the Nations, 
1. Sar. 8.7. Hediflwades them by many ftrong and fad rea- 
ſons againſt it : But, they pertinaciouſly continue their de- 
mand. Whereupon, God gave them a King ; ( but it was #» 
his avger,* ) their care being altogether for ſtrengthening the « 147; ; 4. « vo 
Kingdom, with neple&t of God: but , how ſad a time all the 
reign of Saul was unto them , you all know ſo well, thatT 
ſhould diſparage your knowledge in the -Sacred Story , to 
reckon up the particular Battels , loſſes, and breaches upon 
breaches,: which happened unto 1/7aet under Says unhappy - 
Government, wheran they had vainlylaid ap ſo many hopes, 
and-promiſed to themſelves ſogreat tranquillity: * © © 

To this if you adde the turmoiles and troubles, the inrodes 


$2) - and 
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"50 © "The Necefſ. © Benefit of wafv.the Heart. 
4. Uſe, and flaughters made by the Enemies from without, beſides the 
long Civill Wars between th: Houſe of Saul and the Houſe of Da» 

* 1.54.37, vid®; that befeltthe Kingdom even in Daviar time (after 
that God had taken away their firlt King, Saul, in his wrath :- ) 
even untill the time that Davidtook up a Reſolution to build 
an Howſe for the Lord, 2: Sam. 7. And, if you conſider further, 
that, when David had thus reſolved; how wonderfully the 
Lord proſpered him, in all that he undertook either for Peace, 
or War, and made his enemies tocome down mightily on-eve- 
ry ſide, 2. Sam. 8. You will be cafily able to make up a Judge- 
ment upon the whole, that there is nothing more dangerous 
and dammageableto a Kingdome, than to lay afide Gods Work 
( which themſelves are convinced 1s neceſſary to be done) up- 
on pretence of multitudesoft Civill diſtrations, or intereſts, 
and of anecefſity of providing terthem-in the firſt place. Nor 
any thing more likely to put anend to our troubles, and Wars 
abroad, and to prevent the like at home ; then, to ſer upon and 
togo thorough with a perfe& Reformation of Rtligion with 
allyonr might, even amidlt all the difficulties and diſcourage. 
ments that may encounter you, whar-ever they, who either do. 
not know, or will not remember, .that the wal/rard ſftreers of - 


Jeruſalem mult be built in troublous times *, (hall plead to the. 
contrary. 


* Dan. 9. 5+ 
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2. lin. xg. read ſberp. p2g-4-lin. 21 rezd meant. p. 24. lin. 25; read- 
one of that. pag. 2.2. lin. 36, read 57, pag-27+lin.18. read Coſt: pageanlin-s 
#3. read wpbraided. 
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JER. 4. 14-—How long ſhall thy vaine Thoughts 
lodge within thee ! 


272 @& Hele words make the ſecond Branch of this 
——W Verſe. They containe a ſharp biting Expro- 
Sam bration of Jeruſalem , for harbouring ſo long 
2x Within their unwaſhen Hearts , a multitude 

mm of Vaine, deſtroftive Thoughts which did 
hinder that cffeQtuall Repentance to which he 

| E-xhorteth them in the former part of this 

Text, and way-laid that ſalvation» which he propoundeth to 

them as the fruit of that Duty, 

Some variety there is ( yet no jarring) among Interpre- 
tors in tranſlating ſome of the originall words. That which - 
our Tranſlators render vaine thowghts, ſome tranſlate Thoughts 
of vanity ; lome, thoaghbts of grief, trouble, or affiiftion ; ſome, 

: B Thowghts, f 


Ry 


The Vanity and Miſchief 
thoughts of iniquity. Theſe , apd more acceptations of the He 
brew word Aves, I find in the Old Teſtament. And no mar. 
vail : for thoughts of vanity are thoughts of 5niquity ; there- 
fore thoughts of grief, trouble , and vexation , in regard of the 
certain if and conſequence of them all. Howbett, becauſe 
the vanity of them is that which 1s moſt en1inent, yet leaft ob. 
ſerved, and acknowledged , the moſt judicious and exit Ex- 
poſitors tranſlate it vatne thoughts, or (whichis more full and 
moſt expreſſive of the Originall) thoughts of vanity: that is, 


ſo wvainc, as thry are indeed vanity it ſelf; and fo they carry in 


* Zech, 7 Jo 
2.19 


bY from Pn 
_ 


| Fer. 14. 3. 
{ſay. 10. 28, 


their forchead,brand ſufficient to make all wiſe men more care- 
full to caſheir and expcll them. 

In general! , the thoughts here complained of were ſuch 
vanities as thoſe people fed upon , when they heard of a Cap- 
tivity threatned,or determined,and were invited to a thorougtr 
Repentance and Reformation, if not to prevent when it was 
too late, yet to alleviate and improve the Judgement, that they 
might be /avedin it, and out of it, and fo become gainers by 
it, They, inſtead of receiving: inftruRtion,. and taking warn- 
ing,pleaſed themſclves with building Caltles in the aire,ſome- 
times perſwading their hearts,theJu ps would not come; 
or, not yet;-or if it did, it would not laft long; or if it ſhould, 
they had already refolved to take ſanRuary in Egype 3 and, if 
ſomewhat mult be done in a way of repentance , they would 
outwardly humble themſelves in prayer and: feſt ing before the | 
Lord, yearly, monethly * , or fo often as he pleaſed. In the 
meane time, their hearts were negl:&ed , no care was taken 
for the cleanſing of them ; witneſle theſe, and many. more 
thoughts of vanity that (till Joaged in them, and were willingly 
harboured and entertained by their inner man, which hindred 
all the good they expe&ed, and bound them faſter to , aud held 
them longer under all that evill which they were moſt un- 
Willing to hear of, and molt defirous to avoid. 

2. The next word to be opened is ralin (from {A ) here 
tranſlated /-dge, becauſe of the affinity it hath with /aii/, which 
fignifics night, and ſo is often rendred /odging , 1n allufion to - 
Way-faring men, or others that ſtay or /oage all night in a place: 
| | NE: iateacing 


-#f the Thonghts, = 
intending hereby the commorance and permanency of theſe 
vaine thoughts in vaine men, not for a ſmall time, but for cone 
tipuance. 1t is true, the originall word is of the ſingular num- 
ber, to note perhaps the concentring of all manner of vaize 
_ #houghts in one, ( as many devils in the poſſeſſed man made up 

one Legion;) howbeit, asthe Learned note in the expofition 
of it, we mult apprehend a trope in this expreſſion,pernottabir 
(as Tremelins renders it,) being put for pernotabunt, (a3 Pag- 
nin, well) that is, ſhall remaine and continue there , without 
any endeavour to diſpoſſeſſe or removethem. 

3. Thelaſt word to be unfolded is bekirbech , which is 
here tranſlated within thee, The Originall is very emphaticall, 
becauſe it imports anentertaining of theſe thoughts in the very 
eenter or inmoſt cloſet of the ſoul ; whence, ſome read it, 
interiori t#i, 1n the inwoſt part of thee ; others, 1» medio 21, 10 
the midſt of thee, even in that part in which God himſelf, 
when the ſoul is prepared , delights more eſpecially to reſide 
and dwell. Bat I (hall hold you no longer in the expoſition of 
the words, which are not very obſcure. What is here want- 
ing ſhall be ſupplied in proſecuting the Obſervations , which 
are theſe three. 


| I. God doth as ftrifily obſerve and ſeverely cenſure all ixwayd 
Snfull Thoughts , although never ſo ſecret, as he doth ont= 
ward alts of ſin. 


2. When God reſolves to ſcourge a Nation for their fins, it it 
wſually very long ere they take the right conrſs for their on 


deliverance, 


3. God keeps exalt reckoning of the time, and accounts it very 
long, and takes all delates 51 wherein men , under judge» 
ments, are projefting wayes of their own for their delivers 

_ "ne, and ſo withitand thoſe of his appointment. 


JIN 


Zeph 3.17 « 


. 'Thefirſt of theſe is obvious to every eye in the ſurface of 
the Words ; the two other ariſe naturally frota the Scope of 


the Holy Gholt in the words of the Text. 


B 2 I, God 
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' 1. Obſery, 


1. What 
Thovghts 
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The Vanity and Miſchief 


I. Goddoth as ftriftly obſerve , and ſeverely cenſure all in- 
ward ſinfull Thoughts, although never ſo ſecret , as he doth 
outward atts of ſia. 

E that runs may read this'in the Letter of the Text. No 

need therefore , to ſweat in the proving of the Point. 
Rather my labour ſhall be-to ſhew nnto you. 1. What thoſe 
Thoughts be, for Kind (not number, for they are innumerable) 
which the Lord thus ob/erwerh and cenſureth.. 2, The grounds 
why he is ſo fri and ſevere therein. 

For the better underſtanding of the former , we muſt know 
that,in holy Writ,7 hoghts arc taken ſometimes more largely, 
ſometimes more ſtri& ly. | 

I. More largely, forall the inward motions, a&tings and 
workings of the ſoul , oppoſed to what ever is ated by the 
out ward man, whether they be inquiries , ſuggeſtions, or rea- 
ſonings about the truth or falſhood , goodnefle or badnefle, be- 
nefit or diſcommodity of the obje& about which the mind is. 
buſted; or whether they be defires after it, or averſeneffefrom 
it, intentions or reſolutions to proſecute, or ſhunne tt,accord-- 
ing as the difficulties or neceſſities. of attaining, or avoiding of 
it, do prefſe upon us. So that, ſometimes the Cauſes, ſome- 
times the Effets of our thoughts-do put on and bear the name 
of Thoughts. Thus that known place, 1/zy 66. 18. ( I know 
their works and their rhowghts ) 1s commonly interpreted by all 
that treat of this ſubjeA. So likewiſe wi/dowe and kit in the 
invention of curjous works, is called thinking of rthonghts, 
Exod. 35. 35. as the Originall hath it. Care alſo is [tiled 
thought, take no thonght, Matth.6. 25. Conncels tor the bring- 
ing to paſſe our thoughts, are called Thoughts, Pſal. 5. 10.The 
forging, framing,.contriving of any thing 10 our mitd* which 
our'thoughts-naturally run upon, is called chowphts ,- arid :m14- 
Sination of the thenghts ; and leoked upon and cenſuredby the 
Lord, as ev##., Geneſ, 6: 5. Tn this latitude, and with like 
cenſure the; #bawghre of - wicked men are mentioned, '7/ay 
F5. 6. Let the: wicked» forfake bis way. aud the unrighttors 
wan by thoughts, eomprehending under zhoughts what 
EVcr 


of the Thbonghts. % 
ever is contra-diſtin& to outward as and works, 1,O0bſerv. 
2, More ſtrifly and properly , Thoughts are thoſe in- | 
ward a&ings and movings of the Intelle&, being formed and 
forged in the mind or ſpirie of man , diſtinguiſhed from the 
heart or Will ; albeit, incommon uſe of ſpeech , the heart be- 
ing the ſeat of the affeQions and fountaine of all ation, which 
fets the mind on work te frame and contrive thoughts, is the 
reput«d. parent of all our thoughts, which are therefore called 
uſually, thoughts of the heart, The mind, int.Ileft, ſpirir, which 
1s the ſupreme and moſt ſublime faculty in mans foul, 1s the 
proper ſeat, and ſhop, wherein the ſoul frames all her thoughts 
properly ſo termed. Thus ; all thoſe movings of the mind, 
which we call intuitions, inventions, inquiries, ſpeculations, 
meditations, reaſonings, enterviewes , centemplations, pore- 
ings, ponderings of the intell<&uall faculty , which it frames 
within it ſelf by it own intuitive power to look into intellt- 
gible objects, whether by intelligible ſpecies of the things 
themſelves without the help of phantaſy , or as aſſiſted by the 
phantaſy.and ſenſes, preſenting: the- objeR to# the 1nteIleft in. 
ſome ſenſible repreſentation. - $0 is :bo,ghr taken, and (being. 
cvill ) condemned”, Dear. 15. 9. Beware that there be not a 
thought (or word; for , a thought is the inward: talk or dif. 
courſe) iz thy wick:d heart z that 1s, fuch a thought as breeds 
anheart void of pity and compaſlion towards a brother in di-- 
ſtreſſe ; and is theteoppbſed notonelyso outward afts of give-- 
ing him workings but to an evill eye, that 15! to want'of pity. 
which 1s properly an a@of the heart, attributed to the eye by a: 
metonyny, becauſe the eye turns away, where the heart turns: 
not towards'the obze: Andiſo we find thonghrs reſtrained, K 
P/al. 139.2: Thowunditrſtandi& my-thonghrsufar off: That is, 
the aftinwgs und workirgs.of the Jntelle&.and Spirit in man, . 
which afford matter for the heart ( that. firit! fer the.mind on: 
work) to work upon. | ike 
-, Thelearned ſometimes diftioguiſh'+ 7 | 
©:3.: Between Cogitarion, and. Imagination j chibiberfg the 
at oftphantaſy which by help of the ſenſes; framerh multitudes- 
obidex'sor fenfible Images of things in her own oP yaa 
B 3 then: 
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" 1. Obſerv. then preſenting them to the Incellef : the other being an a 
Cogitatio quaſi or agitation of the mind, not forming any ſenſible Image 
mm: cegr'an®, there, but pondering, and looking into even ſenſible (as well 
CD %** aSother) things, in an intelleAuall way. Thus the Apoſtle 
ſeems to put a difference between the Imagination, and 
Theughts; that, exalting it ſelf again} the knoWleage ; this, 
againſt the obedience of Chrift , 2. Cor. 10. 5. Howvbeit, theſe 
are often put promiſcuouſly one for another ; «ſpecially, Ima . 
£inations paſſe for Thoughts , becauſe the phantaly, the imme-. 
diate framer of the imaginations, doth preſent the mind with 
ſuch continued multitudes of them, that mans Intclle& hard- 
ly ats any thing without them : therefore are the thoughts 
FLO NE called the imagination of mans heart, Gen. 8. 21. 
3 0 Rid 2, Between Cogitation , Meditation , and Contemplation: 
& S. Via. de The firſt, they make to be a more ſudden, ſhort aſpect , and 
Contempl.1.1z. confuſed glance of the mind upon ſome object, without any 
cap. 4- Gerſon faxed inquiry into it , or long debate about it. Med:ration is a 
þr-3- «1%» more ſerious and ſetled a& of the mind upon an obje&, with 
all intention and yehemency of ſpirit labouring to find out the 
nature and excellency of it , and to dwell and feed upon thoſe 
thoughts,as pleaſed with and delighted in them. Contemplation 
15 a more ſublime, free, intimate , and perſpicacious intuition 
of an obje&, without ſuch toile as is incident to both the for» 
mer ; yet procuring more deleAation to the Contemplator, 
than either of the other , by how much it is able to penetrate 
deeper into the nature of the obje& , afts by a more noble fa- 
culty inthe beholding of it , and can-more cxaRtly and accu- 
rately delineate it to the life, by a mere a& of the underſtand» 
ing, as if it were aRually preſent to the eye, or really ated by 
the body, (ſuppoſing it to be ſome ſenſitive or ſenſuall thing;) 
_ orfully At rs. 3 by the mind, if merely intelleuall, 
and remote from ſenſe. 
This laſt the Schoole-men uſuall apply to the beholding of 
things Divine , by ſuch as pretend to give themſelves to a'ſe- 
cluſe Profeflion of Adonki/s Religion, for Contemplation 31 
&oxlw , ſcqueſtring themſelves from that ſecular courſe of life 
which they call 4&ve. But when once it becomes degene- 
rave 
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rate to the contemplating of wickedneſſe , excogitated, repre- 
ſented, and intelleually a&ed in and by the mind , it is of all 
other the vileſt , deepeſt , moſt lothſome and moſt malicious 
wickedneſſe; becauſe, hereby the nobleſt and highelt faculty is 
imployed and proſtituted ( contrary to nature ) to the baſeſt 
and more than bruitiſh drudgery and ſlavery , far beyond any 
to which the meaneſt and moſt carnall , ſenſuall bruitiſh part 
of the vildſt man can ( all things conſidered ) poflibly be ex- 
poſed. Hence devils are faid to outgo men in inning, becauſe 
all their fins are of larger compaſſe; higher reach , and deeper 
dimenſions, in regard that their fins be merely ſpirituall and 
more intelle&uall and contemplative, than mans can be ; And 
hence we uſually terme thoſe men who are given up tocon- 
templative wickedneſſe, devils incarnate, becauſe thereby they 
come neerelt unto devils, and exceed all other men who trade 


in more baſe and ſenſuall luſts, and cannot reach to ſuch an. 


height in ſinning astheformer do. 

But ordinarily , the ſacred Scripture is not fo curious thus 
to diſtinguiſh between theſe three, Cogiration, Mediration,and 
Contemplation ; but, many times under one of them, compre- 
hends the reſt ; as, under the name of kxowleage are not ſeldom 
included the ſubſequent adts of all the affeEions that attend 
upon it, 

3. Divines diſtinguiſh inter cegitationem malam & cogi- 
tationem wali : between an evill thought, and a theught of 
evill. By the firſt, they underſtand ſuch thoughts as are whol- 
ly framed in, and ariſe out ofa corrupt heart or mind , as fogs 
and yapours out of the -carth , or ſcume out of a pot. By the 
other, they. mean fuch as have their firſt rife , breath, and inje- 
Qion from wirhowur. Thele be either thoſe thoughts inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt , moving us fo to think and conſider of evill 
forbidden, as al waycs to fear the defilements of it, to ſhun and 
abhorre it ;. and theſe thoughts of evill, are not evill, but good, 
and none can be good without them; or elſe, they are thoughts 
ſuzecſted and injeRted by+Satan, to draw us unto evill ; and are 
ſometimes called his motions, 1. Sams 24.1. the meſſengers of 
SAtAar, 2. Gor. 12. 7. the fiery darts of the devill , Epheſ, 6.16. 


Theſe. 


| +. 
r. Obſero, 


- 
v 


, f "C , S.,** :, : C » .; ps 4 
. : Da, Io Y + ov. {ca ws zV-- -- — Mw $9 «ax - 


8 ' The Vanity and Miſchief 
x. Obſerv, Theſe again, arecither ſuch as arenot affented to, but rather 
| abhorred by us, as thoſe ſuggeſted to onr Saviour, Marth. g. or 
they are ſuch to Which afſent. and conſent is given by us. The 
former-are no mote our fins, than the rape cf a chaſt Virgin |} 
or Matrone that'cryed out and did all the could to with- 
ſtand the wickednefle and violence offered to her, is to be ac- 
counted her fin. But the latter are no leſſe our fins , than the 
child is the mothers that conceived it, as well as the fathers 
that begat it. Satan firſt fied the heart of. Ananias to ly to the 
Holy Ghoſt, A. 5. 3. that is, he begat that prodigious mon- 
ſter upon the heart of Azanias ; :but, by conſent unto it, Ana- 
#ias is charged with it, asthe mother of it, having conceived 
thus in his heart, ver. 4, Thus David, by yeclding unto Satan 
who provoked bim to number the people , 1. Chre. 21.8, con- 
{ſeth the ſin to be his own, ver. 8, 1 have finned greatly bee 
#auſe I bave done this thing. Satan begat it , but David bare it 
and brought it forth, as the prodigious conception of his ſuc- 
cumbing heart. 

Now, all theſe , whichare not from God , but any way 
our own, whether Imaginations, Cogitations, Meditations, 
or Contemplations of evill,together with all inje&ions of Sa- 
tan, conſented unto by us, be they never ſo ſubtile, ſpirituall, 
(I mean ſimply and purely intelleuall , if naturall ) and ab- 
ſtra&ted from all commerce and intelligence with, and atings 
by the exterior ſenſes , or menibers of the body ; and ly they 
never ſo cloſe and ſecret in the higheſt , or inmolt cloſet of the 
ſoul, that no eye,but Omniſcience it ſelf can poſſibly diſcover 
and diſcloſe them, dofall under as tri Obſervation,and ſevere 
cenſure of the Lord , as any outward atts of ſin whatſocyer. 
Thus you ſee what are the Thowghts here complained of, and 
cenſured, 

2. The * 2, The Grounds of the point comenext to be conſidered. 
G rounas why aq they are ſuch as I ſhall now dig out of the Quarry ef the 
it 1s ſo. Text it (clf. | 


1. The I. They be vaixe, yea, thoughts of vanity. And this, if 
Liog < ye fully underſtoed , is enough to condemn them ; for they are 
vain, at 


in « threefold vaine in ſ@ many reſpeRs as render them juftly odious to the 
regard. righteous 


wad a >. jp» 
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righteous God, I ſhall reduce their vaxiry ts'three heads, ''' 1, Obſers. 
I. They are vainc in regard of their frothy worthlefſenes, 1. Of their 

having no ſolidity or value in. them. They are like the foines unprofitablenoſſee 


of the Sea, the froth of a furnace tly;neither ſubſtance, 
nor profit init, Thus, that is @ we, which cannot profit, 
or do any good, 1.Sam. 22, 21, *thenaturall thanghts 


of the abldt men. The Lord ku 'the rhowghts of the Wiſe, 
that they are vaine, 1. Cor. 3.20, ſo vaine, that they make the 
heart little worth, (Prov. 10. 20, ) and the man himſelf that 
entertaines them , to be. lighter than, vanity, Pfal. 62.9. fo 
Lght, and empty, that the very ſhadow ef the wind will tar 
the ballan' e in which he 1s weighed, and cauſe him to-be found 
wanting. Dan. 6.27. W 55, 
2, They are vaine, in reſpec of the folly, yea madneſſeof 2. Of their 
them. So wanity is taken, 2. Sam. 6, 20, where D avid is foly and mad- 
charged by bis malignant wife Michal, whenhe daunced bes "Ye .. 
fore the Ark , that he Hamefrlly uncovered himſelf as one of the | 
vaine fellows ( that is, the fools) of 1/racl, The multitude, 
ſwiftneſle, variety , confuſedneſſe of the thoughts of proud, 
amorous, or diſcantented men ,. firetheir ſpirits , dry up the- 
naturall moiſture of the braine, baniſh fleep;' diſturb the-phan-: 
taſy, and diſtra&t the intelleA,crack and wound the principles 
of reaſon , and ſo make men phreneticall and naturally mad, 
depriving them of the right ule of their Realon, and cauſing 
them to miltake, invert , and pervert every thing in their ap- 
prehenſions, diſcourſes, and a&tions. Thus, do vaine rhonghes 
diſturd, diftra&, infatuate, and make men no leſs wild.and y 
mad in ſpirituall reſpe&ts alſo , that when vaine men Would be 
wiſe, they become vaine in their imaginations , profefling them- 
' ſelves Wiſe, they becons: fools, Roms. 1. 21,.22, and ſach fools 

as are likewiſe over-run. with deſperate ſpirituall .madaeffe : 

For they that in matters of theworld can manage buſine{ſ-like 

rationall and well accompliſht men, in the matters.of God, tr : 

the bufineſſe of their ſouls , cannot ſee their way, nor act like ; 
reaſonable creatures ;. but rather, like natwurall bruit beaſts made 8. Pet.2. 12. 
and taken to be deſtrayea,do corrupt themſelves,cuen in the thasgs 7,1, , , 
which they knoW naturally , as the Apoltle Zxde ſpeaketh. This 

| G moved 
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The Vanity and Miſchief 
moved the wiſe man, in his ſearch after the wickedve(ſe of folly, 
to couple fealifhneſſe and wadneſſe together. ' Eecleſe 7. 25. 
and to render this account of his inquiries , that in the 
ſonnes of men who |, madneſſe is in their hearts 
While they live, Ec . that is, in regard of the 
vanity of their #hou ming heavenly things. | 
3+ They are v4ine HtEpard of the Wickedneſſe of them. - 
Sq the Scriptures ſometimes decipher out a wicked perſon by 
calling him a vaine man. Such were thoſe vaize men gathered 
wnto feraboam , that is , ſovs of Belial, as itis interpreted, 
2. Chro, 13. 7. Thus David refuſing to fit with vain perſons, 
Pſal. 26, 4. unds himſelf to- mean thereby , rhe wick-d, 
ver, 5. Therefore the ſame Hebrew word which in this Text 
is tranſlated vaine, is often put for fin and wick:dneſſe. So Fob 
LI. 14. If iniquity be in thy hand, put it far aWay , and let not 
Wickedneſſe dwell in thy T abernacles. And in 1/ay 59. 6. their 
Works are works of iniquity: becauſe,all iniquity 1s mndacium,3 
meer lye,z vanity; it promiſerk that content fatisfaQion, hap- 
neſſe unto a man that it can never performe, but merely de- 
fades ride nnd robs him , l:ading him as a fool to the ſtocks, 
and agan oxe to the ſhambles , erc he diſcover or ſaſpett che 
deceirfulneſſe of fin.. Hence that irrefragable Concluſion of the 
elk man, Prov, 24+ 9. the thowght of fooliſhneſſe is ſin: that 
1, not onely (ach thoughts a$ get the conſent of the will, or 
that tickle the heart with ſome kinde of delight , albeit con- 
ſent be not yet obtained ; but even the ſhorteſt, unpremedi- 
tated, unexpeRted, ſudden motions of the mind untoany parti- 
cular folly, arifing in and from the heart, and the pronity of it 
unto evill, although they never /odge there at all, butare in- 
ſtantly ſuppreſſed and expdled , ſo ſoon as diſcovered; Fhele, 
I lay, are ſuch rd eng are properly. ſins. | 
It is true, the Thoughts L havenow to deal againſt, are ſuch 
a8 lodge in us. But yet theſe are not the onely vane ,. or finfull 
thoughts in man. I may therefore hence raiſe an Argument 4 
wixors, to.confirme the point in hand. For, if Thoxghts not 
conſentedts, not allowed of; nor permitted to harbor or /odge 
inthe heart ſo much as for a moment , after they be es 
e 


— 


Of the Thoughts. 


errationor {werving from the Rule of the Law, is a trauſgreſ- 
fion of it, and ſoa fu: for, ox i the tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
I, has 3- 4 Such i$ any evs/ thought, never fo ſhort , becauſe 
it deviates from the Law that requires us to /ove the Lord with 
all the heart, with all the ſoul , with all the ſtrength, and with all 
the mind, Luk, 10, 27. which Law is violated , where any 
rhought tending to evill, at any time ariſeth in the hear: or 
wind : for, atthattime al! the h:art and mixd is not for God. 
Beſides, I know no ſolid Divine but admits Original Corrup- 
tion to be. {# 1n all the motions of it : therefirs ſuch arcall 
Thoughts proceeding from. it. FVW2 WR as zs che mother, [0 
s ber daughter, faith the Hebrew Proverb. Herodias and Salome 
are both of « kinde; If the tree be vill , fo is the fruit. The 
dimmelight of depraved Nature holds forth as much. Hence 
T bales could ſee and ſay, ewm qui vel cogitaret malum, non lates 
re Deam. He that but thinks an evill thought, is not hid from 
God. Now , cogitare eſt minus quam cupere , ſaith Saint Awu- 
fin, to think, islefſe than to deſire. Notorious alſo is that of the 
oct, | 
Namgque ſcelus in ſe tacitum qui copitat ullum, 
">, —- "Ek Bhs 
He that within himſelf but thinks amiſle, 
Of ſinfull a& committed that man guilty is. 

The Spartan Glaucxs, (although famous for Juſtice in Sther 
particulars) paid dear for but an attempt of retaining the 215- 
lefians money committed to his cuſtody by their Father, for 
which himſelf and Family mondeftrogial » a 
net. Whichruine when he ſought to prevent by askir 
for his offence, with promiſe to reſtore the meney, ( 
terwards did.) he received this ſhort and ſharp anſwer from 
the Oracle, »3 wa Sire: 5% B17 , ral 78 mio , Irv Nedler To 
tempt God, and tocommit the fa& , is all one, To conceive a 

C2 thought 
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be truely fins: then, much more thote Thoughts which have 1.065ſerv. 
ained conſent, or at leaſt are pleaſing tothe heart, and are ſub- 
= to lodge there folong as they will, are praperly and for- 
mally ſons. 
"but ſach are the former, as is evident, thns. The leaſt ab- 
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 n.0bſerv. thought of evill, istodoit, inthe account of him that is to 
judge it, | c., 

+ * is now, I ſuppoſe, clear ercugh that even the lighteſt, 
ſhort«lt tranſient cthexg/ts of evill, naturally ariſing from the 
heart, even where no conſent 15 given to-, nor delight taken in 
them, are trucly {18s. " 

But to leave theſe, and to return to thoſe vaine thoughts 

Their wicke, WhRIch have obtained entertainment and /odging too too long, 

'S by "= That theſeare propetly ſins, and deſerve as ſharp a cenſure as 

no of; outward Ats may appear yet further from theſe followin 

In 7. p2rit- 3. 5 

cuilrs. Grounds, | 

1. Theyareche 1, \Theſe arc the firſt evils that ever were committedagair.t 

ju _ com- God, whether by Angels or man, The fiſt Gn of Axzgrls did 

oo yi rot confift in ary out ward bodily AR, but in the inward miſ- 
carriage and deviaticn of their nnderſtandings and wills ( whe- 
ther the particular fin were, Pride, or Envy , or Ambition, or 
Malice, or Unfaitbfulnefle, or all;) for they are not capable of 
extcrnall a&ts of corporeall Agents, without theaffumption-or 
»Niſtance of ſome kinde of bodics- for the manifeſtation of 
their prefence and operations unto us. The Apoſtle Perer faith, 
they fanned, 2. Pet. 2,4. And 7nde tells us, they chept net their 

” «el. Jude firſt Eſtate,or Digniey*, but left their ewn habitarion, This muſt 

” needs be the ſin of their minds and wills againſt that Law which 
God preſcribed tothem , they having no bodily. Organs to a& 
any thipg againſt God, in Heaven , in an externall manner : 
therefore is their fin called ſpiritnall wickedneſſe in high, ot hea- 
venly places, Epheſ.6.324 Yeteven for this fin of their thoughts, 
what ever it. were, .God caft them down to Hell , and reſerveth 
them\in eucrlaſting chaines under darkypſſe , to the Tndgement of 
the great day. Wherein the Apoſtles ſeern to intimateſome ex- 
traordinary Judgement whereto- thoſe [Angels are appointed; 
which ſuppoſeth that their 'wickedseſſe, which was ſpiritual, 
was therefore greater, becauſe inward and merely fpiritual. 

WT And as for Aa, thathis firft ſin began in the aRuall aver- 

yn T- 2+ fjorrof his thowghts , and contemplation frem off his Maker, 
p30 7 *# is notdonbtedby any. It-is a Schookconclufion-* that fin is 
properly xthe ſoul onely, as being the proper ſubje& both of 

grace 
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grace andfin, a$ſuch ; the body is but the inftrumentto pro- 1. 0bſerv, 
duce it into ſome outward atts:; All-mans a&ions that are vo- 
Juntary, have their firlt riſe from the b-are; and Thowgst is the 
firſt motion of the heart tkereuato.. Not that the firſt evill 
thought in Adam aroſe from any previous corruption itn his 
nature, but from the voluntary ehoice and a of his own will 
(not before corrupted , but _) by that act becomſ g corrupt. 
Howbeit afterwards, all the evill of bis thonefitsand ations 
ſprung from the corruption of his nature, by thatfiiſt a&t con- 
trated. To this purpoſe, Aquinas well , prims perſona tnfecir 
naturam, deinde natura infecit prrſonam.. At filt , the perſon 
corrupted the nature; then, the -natnre (ſo corrupted) cor- 
rupts the perfon yet farther by putting him on to-more a&tnall 
fins. So that as evel! choreghts are now the firſt born of Origi- 
na}l ſin; ſo Originall fin it (elf began in a Thoxght , which 
therefore miiſt needs be a i» 3 not of an ordinary (ze , but out 
of meaſure fipfalt, that-lets in ſuch a world of fin at the 

2. Theſe 7 howghts arguean heart not yet waſhed from *: They argue 
wickedneſſe. Witnefle the former part of the preſent Text col. ** can heart 
lated with this ſecond branch. There, heexhorts to waſp the 
heart from wickedne(ſe;, here, heſhews what was that wicked» 

»:[* that he would have them to'waſb out; namely, thowghrs of 
vanity, Which while they 1o47ed in their hearts, declared them 
to be yet not waſhed from their filthineſfſe. Not but that they 

who are wa/zed molt throughly , are ſometimes haunted with 
Legions of thoſe unclean Pirie , While they remain in this 
world; witneſſe holy P axl,'in the feventhto-the Romares. But 

the difference bet ween them & others who arealtozether un- 
waſhed in heart,is this, They that are waſtted,do not give theſe 
thoughts any place fo muck as for an houre , nor cordial wel- 
come 1n their hearts at alt, mueh' lefle do they willingly per- 
mitthem to /odye'there for a-night if they can avoid it , but do 
thety beſt-to thruſt them ont of doores by head and ſhoulders; 
ſo ſoona 8 they appear (if they be able ) with hatred and dete« 
ſtation of all the brood of them. 7 hate vaine thoughts , but 
thy laW do I love, faith one of 22 that was waſhed; yet 

3 not 


I 4 The Vanity and Miſchief 
; L.Obſerv. not wholly freed from thoughts of vanity , Pſal. 119. 113. 
3. God alls 3- Godcalls mento/repent of their Thowphrs, ( which 
ofche 2 arguesthem to be ſinsz)) not withont a ſad intimation of the 
TR ditticulty of their Pardon, Repent of this Wickedneſſe , and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thine Beart may be forgiven thee, 
faid Peter to Simon Magus, Atts 8. 22, becauſe ,f thought 
that the ift, of God may be purchaſed with money. Tt was not 
ſo muchkloprofer of money, as that thowghe which moved him 
thereunto, that Perer ſo much condemned in him, The baſe- 
nefle of his thought opened his purſe: ſo that , his heart was 
chief in this treſpulſe In which regard,evill :houghrs are greater 
abominations in Gods eye, than outward a&s -abſtrated 
from ſuch th and propenſions of the inner man to that 
wickedneſſe which is outwardly a&ted. And this makes the 
ſame outward a& of fin more or lefle difficult to be pardoned 
unto one man,than to another,viz. as the thozgbts of the hearr 
' havebeen moreor lefle ative to affeR and contrive it, and to 
ſhew more or lefſe inward malice or obſtinacy in the commit- 
ting of it. 
4. Theyarethe 4. Vainethoxghts, are the bane or prejudice of ey 
bane of every good ation, bold intruders into every place , impudent di- 
action. Nbacs of every duty , ſo that we cannot do the things that We 
would , through the /»ſtings of the fleſs, thatis, the atuall 
motions and agitations of originall corruption ſending forth 
whole Armies of v4ine chonghre againſt the Spirit , within us, _ 
They haunt and dog us to the Table,to theBed,to the Cloſet,to 
* Exek.33-2t- the Church * , to every place ; what ever we aredoing , they 
put in, and diſtra& us. 7hen 1 Would ds good, evill is preſent 
with me, faith that great Apoſtle, Row.7. 21. And fo muſt we, 
who may ſooner chaſe away the devill himſelf than our 
own thoughts , at ſach a time. And when are preſent, 
they often times over-beare us; like the Sons of Zerviah they 
are too hard for D avid. If Gods Spiritſugedt any thing that is 
good; theſe, like yn! += , love to have the prebeminence, and 
' Will nor receive it, nor ſuffer the ſoul that would, but caſt out 
what ever 1s » If it be in their power, Yea, ſo do they 
hinde us in duty, that cither they wholly keep baok the heart, 


or 


of the Thongbrs. 15 
or carry it far away from the Lotd, even when the body is pre- 1. 06/erv. 
ſent,and very bafieat work npon ſome exrernall ſervice, Adar. 
x5, 8, Or, ifthrough the power of grace, the heart will not 
be at their call, to leave the work ; then, theſe buſie attendants 
difſemble their malice, andſeek-to minglethemfelves with the | 
motions of grace , as the aiverſarics of Judah and Benjamin, Exr4 4. 2. 
came to Zerubbabrl and to the chief of the Fathers, ſaying , /cc 
s build with you, not with any purpoſe to promote, but oply 
to trouble the building. | | 

5. As they are the firſt movers unto fin , ſo are they molt 5. They arcin- 
indefatigable promoters of it : they are the chief brokers , and defatigable ſo- 
ers toall our luſts. They firſt find out objects and fewell licirors for fin. 
r our luſts, then they not onely Kindle, butencreaſe the flame. 

They giveLaw to the Law of our minds, Rom.7. They com- 
na where they ntertainment, Thine eyes and thine 
heart (faith the Lord to Shallum, Fer. 22.17.) are nor but for 
thy coveteouſueſſe , &c. Thank vaine thoughts for that. Theſe 
make every man as violent in his courſe of evill, even while he 
is converſant in good duties, as the horſe when he r/5eth into 7er. 8. 6. 
the battelt ; ſo that the good-Which be Would, be doth not, and, the Kom. 7. 19. 
evill which he would not, that he doth ; and , he cannot ceaſe from 
fn, 2, Pet. 2. I4. þ 
6. They arethe onely defilers of the inner man. Thoſe 6. They are the 


things which come forth from the beart,defile the man. And what oy _—_ $ 


are they? evill 1 Pow murders, alulteries, fornications, thefts, 


falſe wirneſſe, bla ers, Matt. 15. 18,19, All theſe are be- 
gotten there, anddefile the wombe wherein they were con- 
ceived, untill it be cleanſed according to thepurification of the 
Sanfuary. And theſe” can defile the ſoul by contemplative 
wickedneſſe, as mnch, if not more, as when there is Iiberty to 
wallow in themire of externall aQs alſo. 

7: bars he the firſt make-bates between God and man, 7: They are the 
the onely obſtruQions of good, and inlets of evill that we at nt. mane 
any time ſuffer. From whence come wars and fightings among God and maa. 
you 7 come they not bence , even of your Infts that War in your 
members ? Fam. 4.1. Theſe are the firſt breeders of all the mi- 
{cries weſuffer here, or in Hell it ſelf, Thereforethe fame word - 

PE Fen here 


| 
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Tr 


2. Reaſon, 
Thcughts are 
ſuch as lope & 
ſlay with us, 


Pro. 4. 16. 


3--Reaſon, 
'Tke Thoughts 
take up. the 
chief and 
higheſt parr of 
the ſoul. 


The Vanity and Miſchief 
here-which figruties vawty, is applied allo to lignifie effiift5on, 
inthe yery next verſe, For, a voice declareth from Dan, and pu- 
bliſheth Aven , affiition frem Mount Ephraim. Hence that 
Adagie, my affettion,,, my affliftion ; becauſe all aMiRions-are 
but-the iſſucs of the-obliquity of our, Thoyghts and affeions. 
'T be wages of ſi 18.death, Rom. 6, 23. that 1s, death fpirityall, 
naturall, yea cternall. For, by ſin death entred.,, and paſſed upon 
all men, for that all have ſinned, Rom.$. 12. un 

No marvaill then, if the Lord be fo [tric and ſevere againſt 
thoſe cbonghts, which have ſuch pleaty and variety of vaxity in 
them. .Nor is this all, For , 

2, Theſe Thoughts-are not galloping Poſters that onely 
call at.thedoore, and then away on the Spurre; but, they lodge 
there. That 1s, 1. They ſtay-there for continuance; not as a tra- 
vailler that tarrieth one{y for 4 night z/ but, as an-inhabitant that 
is always reſident, -Come-whenyye will, you may be {ure to 
find them. Every imagination of the thoughts of mans heart , as 
it & onely evil, 10 is it ſuchcontinually z or, every day, Gen.6.5. 
And they draw men off from the Lord , by 4 perperuall back- 


 [liding.; cauſing us'to hold faſt deceit., and to refuſe toreturn, 


7er. 8.5.2. They lodge in us, not toſleep andto taketheir reſt, 
bat as beaſts of prey , that watch to do evill ; being ſo-intent 
upon it, that they-ſleep not except they have done miſchief: or, if 
perhaps they take a ſhort nap, yet eventhat ſleep deparreth from 


Them, unle(ſe they cauſe ſome to fall. Evill men imagine miſchief 


pon their beds, Their thoughts are awake,and wandring,when 
their bodics fleep : Yea , they contrive moreevill in the bed, 
than any where elſe. They are like unto Noahs Daughters, that 
were never {o buſie to maketheir-Father drunk , to draw him 
tofurthefleudneſle, as in the night. Theſe are. the Gibeonites 
that abuſe the ſtrumpet-like heart of man all night untill the 
morning, and arc then moſt ative when others are at reſt. 

3. Theſe thowghts are no. skulking beggers , or inferiour ; 
hang-byes, that hover about the doores, or get into ſome out- 
houſes, or meaner lodgings , and” revell and roar it there; but, 
they poſſeſſe themſelves of the chiefcſt room, yea of the Throne 
it (elf, They lodge in the mind and ſpirit of man , that 

15 


f of the'T, 
EO { ef the lictle world), the I 
of the Lord hitnſdlf; And this; 
Rable, a Draught houſe, whereinto t 
and filth, 28 Beafts in a Pound. Yea, they win up. the, whole 
ſoul, and defile it all : ſo that it is with the foul as with that 
Tuee, Lok 207+. If Ghrift: bimfelt; demand: entertainment 
there, he mult be T—_ with 'the Stable t there # #0 rooms 
for him #n the Inne , It be cleared and cleanſed.by a more 
than Herculeay ſtrength of Grace, in our Regeneration. Nay, 
it is well if, after we be weed in that Lever , Chriſt may find 
any place and entertainment inour ſouls; fo preſent and pre- 
walent is this evil of our Thoughts at all times With we. This 
therefore mult needs be another aggravation of the waviry of 
ourthonghts, and be a trong Ground why the Lord { whois 
fo baſtly. uſed by them ) fhould as ſtrily obſerve, and as ſe- 
verely cenſure and condemn them , lurk they;never fo ſecret- 
ly, 2 hedoththe outward Adts of thegr fins. 


Theft Uſe which1 ſhall putthis Point unto , is a double 
Information. 
- ix. It diſcovers the felly and danger of that brutiſh opi- * 
olony; and Arheticalt Proverd ;\Theagle, & five ; 9nd that 
whatitis notlawfall to a& , nor ſafe to ſpeak whatſoever we 
would', yet, it # lawful to thith What we li}, Nay; nothing 
{efſe free, or moreunlawfull , in regard of God , by whom 
thoughts are as caflly diſcernable and cenſarable, as the groſſclt 
out with wickednefſe which is moſt! obvious hx jor yd 
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13 
UP 3f-the to ds; Hib, £45; ſovpet as any the molt inward hidden part 
&f On of th oft h&body pare  and*1aid: defotSeveepryi: 
AER $oefner' rf" pllavogds 5 Cnlefchuet weghdrar', ic: Theo 


Exra, Kimh?. 


f 


The. Vanity\and Mifchief 


phylatt- 7 "(and tothe ſam Octeumentius )' heuſaha Meta- 
phor takenf tom ſheep' Whoſe vkinsare' takenoff,,-and, they 
hanged pbythe necks with their backs toward the: Wwall,and 
all ''ntralls laid bite and expoſed to open view. 

' This Davidfonnderucby expetience-, where he faith; 0 
Lord ,- thou haft ſearched me, and known we, chou knoweſt iy 
down ſiting -ant{ mine upriſing 5 thou underſtandeft my nc 
afar off« Pals 3h. I, 2; That'is , even before thoſe 
Were framed'in his own heatt,/'as the Hebrew wes ye ld 
if, «ndas ſufdry of our own Expoſitors interpret : 'yea ;1 46 
*#fern0, faith Lyra. And no marvail ; Treinkrebs Lord po | 
ourreynes, Pſal.129. 13. and profeſſeth. thus cnt: 4 
the Lord ſearch the bear, 1 try tht w_ ever 
according to bisWayes , and actor, chro firing :ofuha :of. hi dag; 
fer. 17. 10. He ſearcheth all hearts and par a par ir all the ima- 
ginations' of. vhe thouphite , xhemvery! figinent; and framitig of 
them in the heart , 1. Chro. 28.9. And God calls allthe-world. 


1 . t6/take! ricticeof his reſokitibn 20: / puniſh the very: owi-ghe of 


A - evill 'men;;* Hear ,50! Earth  heboti 0 bring: ceufilb aupopr this 


gy, y they- were never nilty of outward as of uncleannefe,drunk- 
SYDIES, F N 
+ = andtivebatin cammplative-us -wickedneſſe, 


- propleyouinehe frait of their thong hers 6.1 9; Thus God dealt 
with that great Monarch the Kiog Aſſria, -becauſc jt: was 
in hes heart to deſtroy; therefore, faith the Lord -4 will puits/a- 


1-4 ; the fruipof the flout heare i8hei King of Aſſiris 3 $hat i8::the 


| + proudth ts of his ha ym wiich:are hero dalled the 
| frairefhis 5" TfayTo; 12." | > > TY 4 © tic ? Iv \ 41 Hoy 
Such thereforeas\ pleaſe thin $ with this fancy:, that 


,mutecr', fu 'qppreſfio n,:8&*t Fate; ory xa b 
; Mit 3 harbour Hed ngs after\theſe.or Bog 


preg 


. theircoſdand.woe, that even Chrift: himſclf;and the Goſpell.as 


©... | Wellas the Lawy will cenſure and* condemn them; Let them 
. : 4.:kpowand confider ,, that, whoſreres {even 4 
1 > as adnltery With her. 6lready in, 


o buf 
TI 
'r arr. 


+1 of thbtrThoughts. :...\ 


SY 
AMeatt 5128. at, Anpipdigolty doneto Chriſt, but inthought, 1..U/c of the 


ſhall be takennotice of an 
evill in your hearts? , Matt.g. 4. that, ambition-in the thoughts 
cauſing diſcontent at others,is obſerved by Chriſt, fat.20,24 
that, Covereouſneſſe is condemned as Taslatry, Col. 3+ 5 not 
that Coyeteous men fall dawn -upon-: their knees to worſhip . 
their bags, but do inwardly io their thoughts idolize their ri- 
ches, 30d place as much, yea more confidencein them, than in 
God: for, the rich mans wealth is his ſtrong City, and as an higt 
Wall in his qmn conceit, ar thoughts," Prov. 18: 10, that, che-fet- 
ting of the wits and thoughts on work, to imagine miſchief in 
the heart, how, to blaſt 3nd take away the good name and ho: 
nour or another that ſtands inour way; , to contrive thernine © 
of thoſe to whom we owe thanks and. duty. to canceiveany. 
diſloyalty ſo.much as in thought to thoſe in authority and Go- 
vernment,, or malignity. .againſtany:whom we:envy, will be 
cpied, diſcovered; and puniſhed-by. the allſeeing God ,, al- 
thopgh thoſe thoughts die where they firſt received life, arid no 
other a& follow to the-prejudice of bim or: them',.. againſt 
C 47/2 erate Kings no natin thy thought”, and curſe netute rich 
and that which hath Wang: ſbafl; tell the, matter ,\ Eceleſ, 10. 20. 
God is the avenget of all ſuch thoughts, as.well as of the things 
themſelves out wardly;aRted;by«thoſe. that:contriveand har- 
« ſuch vawrboughte within them. WG 3 03-vcarn fu i 
29 nd ther e 1»the moreterror in the-Judgement, becauſe the 
on of thoſe Re erved Cafes that none but God himſclfican 
take cognifance.gf,. Even among\men ,. the higherthe Catirty 
the weaghtien;the Caule, that is triedthere,andohemore heavy: 
ang dreadfull the ſentence.. Men judge of xnattersof fact, that. 
may de proved by. witneſſe. :,none but God palſeth judgement: 
onthe'T bowghrg, This argues the greatneſſe-6f thefins of the 


Thexghts., but. great : matters:are:toi be bronght before: 
Moſer, Ex94,48422; Soiisithere. And ſuitableto the Judge: 
is | 


Judgement!:;Can thine beart.endare ox; can rhine bands be 
D 2 ſtrong 


judged by-him;,” wherefore think ye firſt Obſerv. 


The. Vanity and Miſchief 


x. Uo of the trong in: the dayes that 1 fall deal With thee, (faith the Lord, 


firft Obſorv, E 


2. Theright - G: ”IY © A 
methode ofhu- Duty which weare now upon , in this Day of 


, 22+ 14. Therefore, look to your Thowghts and reckon 

them am your greateſt ſins (if ſuffered to /odpe in you ) 

ard'fo much the greater , by how much you ſeek to extenuate 

them zand to.allow your felyes in them, tag 

2; This'lets us ſee the right 'way of anpating that great 
MH 


miliation. 


miliation 3s to It z8-not onely to look over our externall ations , to confeffe 


begin from 


and bewaile them, and to retwrs every man from the evill of his 
oitward way;: (And yet, . O that thus much might once be 
done; as ſometimes by the Ninivites! ) but it is ſcrionſly to 
refle&atſo upon the inner man , and to ſearch for the wayes of 
wickednefſe that are within , in the mind and heart; and to 
forſake not onely the outward as, but all fecret thoughts of 
fin,/iFever weexpet pardon and' peace from that God that, 
now's in armes againlt us. Let the wicked forſake bis way, und 
the merighteous man his: thoughts, and let bim'return unto'the 
Lord, - and be will have mercy upon bim , and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon, or, maltiply pardon, 1/ay 55.7, 

' If rherefore old fornicators,olddrunkards, deecivers,lyers, 
e&c, think they have done enough when they:kave off the qut-! 
ward a&s. ( which perhaps :they can contiame no longer ; for 
want of (trength, money , or opportunity , Y albeit they love 
and hug thar old villanics, taking delight in. the thoughts of 
any:of theſe, or other fins, and inthe mention of them; 'Ler 
all ſuch know that however: their abltinence from outwart? 
wickedneſſe, maybe divers wayes advantagious to tietnſctves 
and vthers-in outward reſpeRs, (as to Abab, and the Nini- 
vites } ,yetare they ſtill as odious unto. God , 'as when they 
wallewed inthe mire , andder/ared thein fins as Sodowe with- 

iding of:tliem, And the reafon is, beeanſe theodion(- 
neſfe of the outward is: no more a tranſgreſfion of theLaw, 
 thanthe inward thoughts-which.do beget and produce them. 
Yea, the outward as: committed by. the body (the drudge 
andflavoto —_ =_ mae foul; Y-are but _ v= | 
7ies in reſpedt of thoſe tbowghts within , whichineveryſin ate 
the principle: they axe the Abſolows tht plot tad contre 


f the. Tha > 2T 
the” wickedneſſ; oh engred Phe be hon are but as 1. Uſe of the 
hol 260" Henk it we oh fo fallow prit Obſerv. 
Abſolom , and went nt eir- fimj [ook 'to eds that 'Tteafon 2. Sam. 15.1f. 
'which he the i er had contrived TT ainy committed Gen. 38. 24. 


a cat ſin ayt lot it _with child by ver. 26, 
whoredani : 216 + $6 by” rk 


more eons than be , becau e it was H lis pr 
vided for her, and thereby to hive. pre that fir» which 
himſelf ſollicited her unto, in cotimitted with her, The out- 
ward man is but 4s Tamar, it is ada. Vide rt; that js chief 
1n the treſpafſe. T hoſ G ting Y Whs en mg (of, 


J come 


which be a&ted by oy te 5A, | 
forth from the Fang pay þ defile the man rh 1 oe ''There- 
i, are more abomin- 


fore finfult thoughts edt to Ml 
able; Ros = < rar rd as, nh ay but 4 >boman of 
tho 5, 0 Eh _ tir greateſt 
and Fn ar on, if bod ke'var peace 
wich God, and recelve Renee by tHiST 


Ns ſecond S. to:reprove and bewaile then fwarmes 2. V/e. 

of vain thoughts Hh) cnt roman in, and oe ined by not Reproof and /a- 

rely fuchasarcop Spe prof ot ſupinely nels of | Araraf 
Frame of thelf Keirts* BR. at evertby porn many oftioſe WHS JF men; the 

pretend unto Godlineſſe, bei q po thety own pt yer are few ls wn. 

nat Waſbed from ee fin thineſſe that is op them. Oh the myl- of 

titad; 6 v6 ED Fn ING *wahton, ur 


, icalt; . 
tr He: ; eh exers 
of nien 1 Oh the MEL con huracies, tier? blaſphe- 
mies, Atheiſines that har Dour there, findi rty welcome & 
entertainment. l. Is 1 not. oc tructhar ee wt: tmoſt 
- are tiot but for theſe and- gther- e abbminations ? ” d 
(Ralfnot the Lord! Viſkef ſe t ing 14 , and all 'nvr rl be 
avenged on {[nch a nation as this ? o 9. 9. How Fwy ; Jura 
he go he goon to gates: and rigs us ;, untill he have utter 
How | well woul it become every one of wn rope weep 
and bowl, and to 43 a nigh like" ws , and: waa ba 5 as 


"the KL 2.3 
Os. thrult Abd tbat. 66 doorts:)We need: 30 :V/e of the 
not much perſuaſion to part with; ptogiitnd amechbate;nrlmnifirf.0 ſerv... 

fi vas never ſo anxios. ts; prochre\ lus faink, filter «Tamer 
compan jebeEcmotebloretie; #8 the-was yiohentafter 
once he bated her, to thruſt her a way; arid to porttiend bis fer-- 


35 "paper ma peer <7 berf{2; Sem 3,17 - 
And;eould we ance come upto a: tied of tholdpae 
ehopghtr which haunt us, the : of, them: would no; 


tonger be put to. our account , ( rework we ſhould not be 
wholly quitiof them) vat, unto ns that CNET ; Rom. 
7 T7\ ITT RACE bh 
' 25) Koep the ler abdveel hens; Petidi _y rp 

man locks np'his cabimet :-yea, the very ſtable,and out-houſes 
after oncehe hathbeen robbed- If the heart be kept with dili- 
genee-vain thoughts cannot have.thoſe opportunitics.and ad- 
vantages to ledge, and domineir there, as where the boyſe lytq 
opervdayandanglit forall commers /Ehus:lif we-brhave our 
ſalve Powe inay with more:confidence; fay ;; even of our 

very thoughts, as D avid of his nieniall fervantts, He thit 9ork= 
eth deceit ſhall not dwell within my honſe'; the thatyrelleth dye frat FJ 20127: 


* tarry in my fi br. 
: jth tr he andere Gods 


1\g8\ Store thethe 
which\maytake off the  from-vavizyond imploy,them 
better. It 15the emptineſſe of our hearts, that makes.them ſo 


full of vanity; as the emptineſle of the ſtomach makes it ſubje&t 
t6:be ewerfallcf) ins; re = q wes furgith 
with the ha, would gake 
tout ola _ wed hor hd, cayſe 
1t:tol bat ever a Wzyy LN IOG1A FneQ/neart Werg 
fillatwith the-ovr of God and his ward, this, would ſo fillthg 
ſoutiwit ion therdny:45 Weald: leave neither: 

nor leafiire flxtheſt baſe .ggtpapioNs; 09 Mk no ae * Rp 
our: thoughts. and timed 10-hoW {fave thy LW): Jaith, Þ aid, 
whatthen?-t ps SIRE akon 5/l lang 
Pad. T1497; py ns bow rep be gd re 


rr hingtg Md 46t, — { nent ng 15 C3 5] 
”? Gods heroin 


74D er erent the ret 


.Y 


2. Obſe YU, 


The Vazity ad Miſchief 


EY "$3 © Yb that will ſcerle and eſtabliſhthoſe rhowghes in thee which the 
firſt 05/erv. former meanes ſhall produce. Commit thy works i'wnco rhe 


Lord, and thy thoughts ſpall br eftablifhed, Prov. 16: 3. This 
will drxw down bleffing from Heaven, to fix thoſe thoughts 
that otherwiſe would fleet and vaniſh. . _ 
 $."IneveryPrayer preſented at the: Throne of Grace, let one 
Petition be to be andre ſerris far, thatis; from fins of 
the thowghrs, as'well as from other fins which we take no no- 
tice of ; and, that God would fill the heart with fuch cbowghts 
as may be accepred of bim, This .was Davids courſe, P/al.19. 
Cleanſe theu me from ſecret faults, --= Let the words of - my 
mouth ani thy meditations of my heart-be acceptable in thy ſight, 
O Lord, mey ſtrength and my Redeemer. Nothing but the ftrength 
of God win Mer ar us from all iniquity , can cure us of the 
vaxity of the #bonghts, and make them fach as may be well | 


pleaſing to him.' ' 
1 


(644.4 (LOOSE FECIES 13-58 328 $7.4 Thy + 3 4H 

» So much of the firſt Foint,, whereon 'T have inſiſted the 

onger, becaule it is of ſach greatand univerſallconcerament, 

and fo little handled, or heeded. Y 
The next point is this; 


then God reſolves to ſconrgea Nation for rheir frar, it:is #ſunlly 
very long ere they take the right conrſe' for their own deliver- 


Eruſalen aid Fudab had beenlongand wall infirufted, of- 


I teithreatned, ahd exrndtly invited toirep! , everrafs 
ter judgements reſolved aporr enthem, for their 


detetmincd togive them 


FT, 


This hedorh, offers; andlerig2 \but- they 
they give no creditto the threatninp-orghi 


Fonghts dire 'their own!'1 
which he appointeth.' Therefore 


., Of the: Though. 


wich thetn., and.upraides them with that ſottiſhneſſe and -2,08ſerw. 


madneſſe which did ſo long poflefſe them ; How long ſpall thy 
rain thoughts lodge: Within thee ? that 15, ſach thoughts as di- 
vetted theqi from the right way to. deliverance, and ingaped 
. themin courſes that would prolonge their miſery. + © 

{- This bad-been their manner from their youthiup; They were 
worſe than Fob ; he ſtood itonut ns longer with'4b/olom, at- 
ter. his fields were ſet on fire: 'But theſe held off long ;'after all 
was ina fame. For when'once they fell to Idolatry, the Lord 
often delivered them into the band 'of ſpoilers that ſpoiled ther, 


and he ſold them #nto the hands of thei enemies round 4 wet OE 
WP... 


2..14-. But they made no haſte to-mike theie peace with G 


'25 


1n his way, but ran a way of 'their own, and'fo {marred long .;, 


and much, ere they were dclivered : fometimes $4ceres, as - 
under. Chaſhan- Riſhathaim , 7ndg. 3. 8. ſometimes'18. greres, 
3.14. arid ut afibther 
mntnites,Fndgi 168, 


as under E g/on ,'X ingof Moab, Fridg.. 
timeas long, under the Philiſtines And" 4 
And it is remarkable, that till they had been fo leng plagyted, 
weread nothing of their crying co the+ Lord s but , foſoon'ss 
they once did that, they were delivered.” Not that they di not 
at all cry: for they often howled pon rheir-beds for the tniletics 
that wereupoh them ; but. ,"they *cyyed nor wato bins With Hhtty 
hearte; Hof. 7. 14. Thus God complained of Fudah, 3.10. Fu. 
dah bath not rurncd uuts me'with ber Whole heart , but fainedly, 
ſaith the Lord. So , when: God joyned the enemies: of [rac 
againſt him, thr Syrians before , and the Philiſtines b:hird , who 
Revoured 1(Facl With opts month ; not for a ſhort ſpace , but for 
a longſcafon ," as appears by that expreſſion , for all this , the 
anger of the Lord is nat turned Way, but bis hand is ſtretched out 
ftill. Thereafon , this ;*for the people tirneth not to bim that 
fniteth( ahem , neither do' they ſeek. the Lord of bots / 1fay 9. 
I'2, 13. - 2 wh. 4 ky +1, 10 "BY Jn 3% 3135: IF; ot ; 


- * Now, the bind and general Groiind of all this wits.theit 


framing, entertaining, ant proſceuting of many vain thowghrs 
thits jig in+hem. We ouſt thetefore a Neel Gather rg 
, I."Whas thoſt Thowybrs of this people were that did fo mach 
miſlead Fi ob i- 1013; >, Hh _ X & kt 


E 2, The 


26 | The Vanity and Miſchief 
2,0bſerv. F cs. The Reaſons Whymch vain thoughts prevailed” ſo long with 


x. Of the. 1. The The bts of eruſalem which ſo much miſled them, 
Thoughts that aq retarded their deliverance ,' were. either ſach as bred in 


retard deliycr- ,,-_- . 
them a ſtrong-perſwaſion for a-long time together , that the 
Pry . Takemerncond ſhould ah, 4-6. or ſuch as, when they 
fa w and founduhemſclves deceived inthe former dreaimes, led 
them into wayes of their own deviſing, which could not pre- 
vent, but did rather haſten the Judgement, and faſten it longer 
onthem when it fell upon them.. - 
Five ſorts of Of theformer ſort of Imaginations that put on their hearts 
T houghtihin- 


rh a ogra (and ſometimes their tongues alſo ) 'to 'give the lye to.Gods 
vention of the eÞreatgings, were (among others) theſe. 
Judgement. ,' L- They vainly apprehended. _ p—_—_ was umpreg- 
3. The im- nable, being ſo ſtrongly. guarded and ſecured by the Almighty 
pregnableneſle. (yzho had made it his own Imperiall:Habitatien, and Court 
St 2, ofRoyall Refidence ) * that not the hardieſt Prince on Earth 
$3, 14- 5" couldever hope to eonquer it. The Kings of the earth and all 
the inbabitants of the World would not have: believed that the 
Advwerſary and the enemy ſhould have entred into the gates of Jes 
ruſalem, Lam: 4. 12. Hence it was, that ſooften as Feremuah 
phecyed of violence and ſpeile,, that is , of the taking and 
Picking of the City, they. laught him to ſcorne; ſo as that very 
word of the Lord denounced againſt them , was made a reproach 
«nto himg and a derifpon daily, 7ere'20. 8, | | 
2. The. Privi=, 2, In theſe vain thowghts their corrupt hearts were the 
ledge of the more confirmed by the ſtrong imaginations they harboured 
_ concerning the Privitedge they had by the Temple of the Lord 
in Peraſalem z. willingly miſtaking all the promiſes which God 
had made of his preſence in his Houſe: and prote&ion of his 
people reſorting thither ;- extending that unto all, which was 
intended only to thoſe that drew nigh wnto him in truth. Henee, 
they lookt upon the.Femple as a. perpetuall 4/54um , or San- 
Axary to them, againſt all the world, what ever wickedneſls 
they ould commit, This opports.by their ſaying, (7er.7:4:) 
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord are theſe. Let the Prophet threaten them with _=_ 


— 


of the Thoughts. 


and ri 

Gerreſl againſt all enemies atd 'threatnings : forgetting what 
God; many hundred yeeres before, had done unto Shifeb ; that 
is, tothe place in which his own Ark had been ſet up by fo- 
ſSmuah, at the firſt ſctling of 1/racl in Canaan, foſh. 18.1, and 
there continned ( in the Tribe of Zphraizs , within which, 


7oſbnahs own lorfell ) above 300 yeeres, even untill the death Toftatus in 
of Ei, at what time the 1/raclites, having been ſmitten in bat-'7*6. 18. 


tdl at Eber-Exer,' by the uncircumciſed Philiſtines , out of the 
like vain thoughts, fetcht the Ark, from Shiloh 1nto the Camp, 
that When it came among them it might (1n the next encounter) 
ſave them out of the hand of their enemies, 1. Sam. 4. 3, 4. But 
- the event declared that confidence to be vain : for, 7/racl was 
overthrown the ſecond time, the Ark it felf zakew', the Pricſts 
that attended it were both ſlaine, wer. 10.11. and the Ark 
was never brought back to its former place in Sh:/oh unto this 
day. Yet theſe: fond men-in eremiahs dayes , would by no 
meanes be beaten-out of that conceit , that The Temple would 
be their P alladizm againſt all afſailants ; rruſting in lying Words 
which had been taught them by their falſe Prophets, miſinter» 
provog the word of. truth concerning their Priviledge by 
ving the Templeof God among them , which words cox 
not profit them, Fer. 7. 8. but became their ruine. | 


3, They had yet another Imagination 28 ſtrong and vain as 3: Their del- 
the former, and that was an inveterate conceit of an impoſli- —— 
bility to be-ſu ted , and brought into, bondage by' any . 


Power'on carth, by reaſon-of their deſcent from Abraham, to 
whom God:had promiſed to 'bea-God not ondly to himſelf, 
bur. his ſeed for ever; miſapplying that unto; themſelyes, be- 
cauſe children of his flo, _ ON lyto the 

f a 


children; of his Faith, ' This roſe in_them.,' when 
threatned;from-God: with: a nent. /Witneſſe,, that 
them of the Romane 


ſpecch ofthe Bopriſ whey he-had told/them, of h 
Baptif e: Jewiſh State. Think, 


Axe; then laid co the root of the whol 
net to ſay Within your ſelves , we __ 
IG . 


Abraham to our Father; 


HMatt. 


this ini his cares over and over againe, as an invincible . 


| ".; _ 
Chaldian Yoke ſo often as he pleaſed, they would as often con- 2- Obſerv. 
fidently put off all with this one Plea The Temploof the Lord, 


28 x The Vanity. and. chief 


: 20berv. -Adatt, 3+ 9: Which ſhews Stn thoy: were apt unto ſnoh 
 thokeghes 3--and, that thighad brex long lodged in them. Vetus fuit 

So 70b.8. 33. bicarror, faith Gualter apon the place. This was an old errour 
that had been ſo long [bred in- the __ { as: we fay.) that it 
wiouldoceroutof he flth, U they were y ſab» 

ded, their Temple burnt; their C ity demoliſht, arid their feed 

| made vagabonds overall the earth, by that fatall/ overthrow 

given them by Feiſs and 7irus, about the feventicth od 

rok -ot Chriſt. |: 
4. Hexhening-t- 4; iTo kelp. to root all theſe. vai: ibavghes the deeperin 

, faiſe Pre- thenn , they had ſ\warmes of falſe. Prophets ; thick udyatiy 
MOR abounded molt when the State was molt corrupt; and ripefor 
* 1.Kin.13.22, fome great Judgement * :for then,” thedevill-45'moſtbuly to 
1 Kyn. 22.6. weht dix))9og prophecies, dodrines, and dreames, When Ju- 
Fr 123: 39 31> ſtjve\is- aflcep'\, * Fudgemonre runued wnre-wornpwvoed ;i wad the * 
: * Amor 5 -, PÞtople for their convemprind(icighting of the truth: ' given up 
* 2.7;m-1- 3,4, of God'to*heapto hernſalvegafe:ein thetr' own lus, ! rhalei< 
tudes of Teachers; 'tatning' away their cares from chorrurh, 
and giving heed to fables. This was:the conditionof Keruſu- 
Eat thartiine, po 5. 31. The Prophics prophetiefalſly--i+and 
rbr poopte hove ro have ix ſo. They 'had nichtindeo bf NePre- 
phets that led thera into that errour 4 and confirmedithem in 
kc, that they ſhould not be conquered by the Chalzleans ;Ho that 
let-jrrovi5ah {iy what he could, they woitd;rverits the very 
laſt, contradi&@him ; untidtt Zeabkith and a the.reld, after all 
: their pdſecuting of Loveminh: for\tclling'thent the 'trath ,cb 
 Hofult ex perictice found the contrary; as is evident by ehavjult 
* and ſharpexprobration of 'Fezemiab ; Earn ang fa Pro- 


nin which prophecle ynto you. Wes yh ye 2 ig of! Babylon ſhall 
y09 nor dghinit thay Diand or, Yeu 
eg mermpy hggs! has 1b2 Was! 
of oh Liowd 48 win 2 heads, 
eby prevalting-46 fit” 


r, Solwehs les ined wo'dcltru-- 
Eo eppe Gomps ;'ter* —_—_ 
dewi 4 


Aon te 


4 In ifÞE&. 6 «203 x 29 
riſe evetiith 1! ;fer: tht Zia Wrifhel nonpropin From tha 2: Obſervs 
Priefts nor Conmeltf aw) beoi/es nor thy word flomoye Propict,; 
(meaning thereby ſuch Prieſts , Conneellors, and Prophers ag 
weethen.ia molt; requeſt-with them, © JuſGomnty ant er ſewite < co + 
kiowithtbe conghe'(: 06s! for the rongaes thay is hox what he 
hath utgered-againſtus with his Ongar, a4 der: Ai woe giv ata to 
bred unto eng. of his words,: fere 1B. 184 #0 
.'1.5, When the wiſer-fort-4 which the. Stare Paliciciansof 5. Compliance 
thoſe timis took themſelves to be ): among. them , ron with Idvlaters. 
all the Prophets ſo conſtautly and- unanimgully to.inſiſt 
Fhraztnings.ofarvigen Captivity, che Theughts ranfiro ly v7 
(.notwithſtandrig Gads command to-the contrary ) uponen» - 1 
teringaleagne and gar with the /neighbour-Nation of 
Egypt; thera. might rt arm people; that ſay.it  afters: 
wand nie hon bein ed bythe: Gheldeenr,cit: might ot 
Fmt dr Egypt," Ebis was in antrinig Rite 

ny hes of yeexes befoxethe Captivity 6 for the.Lorddiſcer- 
ned the projet,anddcriouaced fandry. woes againſt;it', in the 
Ys of 1/aiah,o Theleaders of the people. event then , were 

(intheir thoughts and defigne-) te go-doWn,inta Egppts 
ie hex the mſetuts tt the farength of Pharaoh , and thmru# 
inthe ſhadow AS Ae 9 Ear andcap- 3k. 1, And.ylbeit 


they-were told pfronethewvery. fir; chat che ſtnengeh 
of: Pharaoh fopeld be their bows cane aroſt: vb the (6 4 
Egy jriutheir donfu fron :yet they, Would not Rong 
thas by allthe-w 4 givetthert,, Hyit b-/2 faſt ths _ 
was even'to abeey wherybeiw Ut 


et Koons 
$2-And ths, fo Rt 


Thoughts of the Fake. 
Fr wer rh ed of the ya- 
= mnopntnn r= Sonar which for ne 
g BY WV o 

riy yeeres poſkified forw/adersiand Yowkeb: by: his Prg- 
pls ———— 3-H then to turn 


zo The Vanity"\and*Mifchie 
| 2. Obſerv. the deaf eare;'yeu to give the ly to all thoſe threatnings ,\un- 
till it was too late "to# prevent that Calamity by any repen- 

tabce. es 00 <8 MFI? - 20 DE 
Six other ſorts Other Thonghts there were that likewiſe. long lodged. in 
— TP dla; means whereof they were; led into-wayes and pro- 
vedrhelr miſe. Jes oftheir own deviſing, withnegte@ of thoſe of Gods ap- 
ry when it was Pointment , when the Judgemenr' was now diſcernable by: 
upon them. themſelvesto be neer at hand , or upon them ; and thereby 
they became the principall means of prolonging their own 

miſery, Of which,T howghts, thele were fome, |! 
1. Multitudes - 3, They thought that, mpltitudes of externall ſacrifices 
& coſtly facri- would appeaſe and pacifie Gods anger ;-and turn away his 
Jeu? wrath from them. All 7udah was now fo far awakened, -as 
to repaire to the Temple ro worſhip the Lord, Fer. 7. 2. It was 
the common inquiry of thoſe, and ſome forgoing times; where= 
with ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow my ſclf before the high 
God ? ſpall I come before him with burnt offerings , With calves of 
a year old 7 Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rammes, 
or With ten thouſands of rivers of olle ? Mic. 6:6, 7, If that 
would do it,they would ply him, till they had made him weary. 
But all this was but a vain Theaghr. God tells them plainly, 
Tour burnt-offerings arenot acceptable, nor. your ſacrifices ſweet 
wnto me, Jer. 6,29. Therefore do'even what you will with 
thei; put your burnt-offerings. unto your ſacrifices , and eat 
flefs', er. 7. 21. Jumble altogether ; that which ſhould 'be 
burnt en the Altar, with that which ſhoald be caten by the! 
Prieſts; and eat it vp-all {if ye will ) iyour. own ſelves : T 
will none of it. For 1 fpake not to your Fagzhers , nor comman«. 
ded thens in theday that [brought them out of the Land of Egypt, 
contorning burnt-offerings and ſarrifices; that is, ſuch,'and fo 
offtred , with tegle&t of ſitcere: obedience: in morall duties, 


ver.32, Therefore, bring wo more vain oblations, Iſai. 1.13. 
2. Frequent © 2, They wentyet further, and belide putting themſclves to 
faſts, coſt, they put themſelves alſo to ſome pain, when they ſaw the 
forin& alone wonld not do. They affli led their ſouls iby faft- 
pg, wherein they made yon ſemblance of much ſorrow and 
hnmiliation ; hanging ebes 


beads like a bal-ruſb im the mire, 
when 


of the Thoughts. - 


when oyerflowed by'a torrent, and carried down theftream, - ferv, ' 


Iſai;'53; 5. Ver, they woulTfrequently and daily come about 
_ Godin his houſe with great ſhews of much love to him and 
ddight in his ways, 'as a nation thar did righteouſneſſe and for- 
ſook;nat the Ordinance of their God. They cry uento himymy Father 
thox art the guidof my. youth. Will be reſerve bis anger fot ever ?' 
Will he keep it mito rhe end? er, 3.744 but they do but flatter 
him with their lips. For ſo God tells them, in the ſame breath; 
Behold thon haſt ſpoken ( that is, thowhaſt thus given me a few 
good words;,) butinthe mean while, -thon' h«ft done as evill. 
rhings as thou cont, ver.'s "This is' the! conſtant garb of all 
hypocrits ,” they are mever; more: vitious than when they are 
moſt in external duties of humiliation for fin, in times of 
greateſt dangers .and+troubles. Therefore even this alſo was 
but the fruit of vain thoughts in\fadgb, which rather faſtened 
andincreafed, than ary way removed or leffened their miſery, 
becauſe Fudab turned not tothe Lord 'With her whole heart , but 
fainedly, ſaith the' Lord, Per. 3.10. | 


3. They were not without # 


very merttricions'paintings' (like Fezabet, when ſought 
. 7ebax) vainly hoping that theſe might work more compa 
fion, in the Egypriars to move thenrto help them;. and, in the 
Chaldeans:themitlves, to deal more mercifully, in caſe they 


ſhould ſubdue them. It was uſuall with the Fews to call inthe | 


Egyptians, if diſtreſſed by the 5 Libr - and , atanother time; 
to-crave ayd of the A ſſyrians, 
parts. And now, that they had reſalved upon :Egype ,to afli 


them againſt the Chald:as ,they held it a great peece of policv, - 


yea , 2- point of .necellity at that time, (whatever. Fer#in+2b 
preſſed to the contrary ):.not to-part with any of rhoſe idols 
that they had taken-from Egype', Chatdea, or 'other Nations; 
but, atleaſt during that preſs exigent, to retain-thenr all; 
thinking that when rangers d behold- the 7ews wors 
ſhipping the ſame Gods with them, they could not be fo-hard- 
heartefl {as otherwiſe in likely-hood they. would: bz) -to- 


LD 


boughts of ſome compliances 3. Compliance 
with their neighbours, in worſhip, intheir guiſe ,yea,1n their with oy 
by neighbours. 


invaded from Egypr,or* other a. King.16;7... 


wards them, That this was in their. Thoughts , and pleaded 
| as. 


32S 


2.Qbſexye 28 4 refſon; 


4- Falſe pro-* 
phecies of 


1: ofchebody,,, axofconkornii 
" nations, thereby to:ſeck and dtawy their rats unto. them ;*out 


/ 


The YVawity.\gud Miſchief 
why tby could not {o ſxddenly liy:afie poll ctheig 

Idols, leaſt it age not. onely-mke fome rents;xmong them 
Loo: ( many, yea , molbot them being for liberty; to Fray 
their Idols and to worſBip God too ; and-it Trang be danges 
rousthentobindall;men ts worfhip » 1 one-way 
opely; ). butalicnate the hcaets of tha 2) contopwn and rar ri 
the {pirits of theirenemies x arll that therefore it were far 
better, to indulge a little 3 yea, in outward. appearance *t6 
comply for a while, mote than ever; + That they might be'more 
gratious inthe ey es of their friends; who:rwauld aioretcadily 
{(ſt-them xod tefls hatefadl6c their o when 
by them ; 1: imanifit lpithat-ſharjs root ;/ 
&ion, fer:4. 30. Though thau clotheſt alyifaf- with crinieſon, 
thongh thow dickeſt rhe ith bin amints of Ltbogt YeMs 


tft th ewe ſoale woubrs 
'- 824. thom re 
dn lever wild Pie che obey: arr Tr 


oull, 
ſhall be thy ruine;andtha ny dr ram er dE el 


| 


means and compliances thou.feckeſt tb ingratiate\ to thee.” All 


which is not to be:nnderſteed :fo.much :of externall adorning 
in Idolatry withtheneighbour 


of pretended meceffity 3; as hartots by their gariſh attire and 
edtures uſe to entiſe and. inveagle their AG lovers:;Sa Saint 
EHlitrome, Theodares, Rabanus , and Lyra among theAncients; 

= 9s "4 + 417 F and other RATINRY expound that 


A >27:. 


paſt Vegi; L boockis'- of 
together with all the veflds of gold L.. wefe an Ho 


Afr the Oapiivity was in 


ſhorrningtheir ptr ple, "the treaſure of the Kings houſe, and allthe mer ob vas 


troubles. 


2. Kin. 24+ 


lourand &ſtcem in-Feryfalew, being all carried into Babylon in 
the eighth year of. Nelwehadcareve g6 xand: Zrdeksab exalted 
to tho/Throne as a\Tributary Prines, by that heathen'Cohques 
rour : The fews , |begntied: ykale Prop hets. then'abounding, 
began to conetive thanghts:;thit God 4:4. -now fet up" Zede- 
kiab to afſert arid windicate:fwdabs Liberty, :and to: breakithe 
$oke of Babylon.” This put—Zedchiab ihto'n' new! Rebeallion 
agamdl Nebuchaduczar . (whole vaiiall now:he was; ) for Ho 


naniah 


Of the Thoughts. 33 

naniah had eonfidently avouched is rhe Houſe of the Lord, to Je 2.0bſerv. 
remiahs face (who had prophecyed- that their captivity ſhould 
. laſt ſeventy yeers,) in the preſence of the Pritſts and of all the 


people, that lefſe than two yeers would make an end of that 
buſiacfle, the Toke of the King of Babylon ſhould be broken, the 
veſſells of the Lords Houſe 


with all the Captives , returned to Jeruſalem, Fer. 28. 1,2, 3. 


Theſe vain dreaffis ſo "rongly took with the people alſo, that 
kiah , 


they inſtantly ſided with Ze? whereby all were engaged 


ould be all rdtored, and Feconiah 


ina tedious and fatall war, that brought them under more and 
greater 'miſcry 'than before ;: and, inſtead of recovering thoſe 


thathad been: before carryed to Babylon , calt themſelves and 


many thouſands more into the ſame condition, Fer, 39, Inall 


which time Jeremiah faithfully diſcovered the vanity of thoſe 


thowghts, told them the iflue, convinced them of their folly; for 
which he was rewarded, ſometimes. with” contempr.,/:{ome- 


times:with buftetting, ſometimes with'a priſon;a dhggron,and 
the thteatming of font it ſelf; fo Sefonathly were they bent 
to retain their own Thoughts and conceits, 'that 
rather hazard; and looſe all( as in the iflue they 
with them, before they 
ſeducers, by the 


-5; When they w 


ere altogether broken in peeces by the Chal- 


they:would 
did) than'part 
-had tried all thoſ& wayes ints'which, 
drewnttem.: © ooo in, hone an 5 0D. LN Goo) 


dean Ariny, their City and Temple burnt-with fire, 'and-moſt 


of the Fews gone into Capriviry,) together with Zedekiab; other 
wahts,as Pernicions as any of the former ha 
ſtill. For a while, they 


van 


urited-chenr 


repaired to:/fizphah; to Gedaliah ; 


who was, by Nebazaradan the Chaldean Generall, conſtituted 
Governour of 7«dab, under Nebuchadnezar. Gedaliab perſvwa- 


ded them (as: 


people 


took occaſion 


hardly atiy Fews inthe Li 


( out 


ab had done) not tofeur j\ bit to ſerve the 
Chaldeans; to which, for the preſent, they ſeemed not unwil- 
ling, 7-r. 40. But no ſooner ' was Gedeliah butchered by 1+: 
mae! (one of the [erd Royal,.). but Johann and the ret of the: 
Dd hols Crerdds ve ( cw maar ve grin 
wouhd: everely revenged by the King of ' Baby/on 
Land eres cape wither 


lives) 


5. Deſire to 
take SanQuary 


in Egypt, 


Ter.41. 18. 


2,0bſerv. lives) to fet on foot their old Project of going down into E eypr; 
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to repoſe themſelves there untill better times, where they 
needed not (as they fancied ) to endure ſuch lavery and pover- 
ty as they ſaw inevitable to them at home, but ſhould have li- 
berty, and plenty of all things ; not conſidering their duty in 
ſubmitting to that Yoke, which God had impoſed on them in 
their own Land, nor the danger of being polluted with more 
Idolatry in Egypt. And becauſe Jeremiah wR amongſt them, 
they importuned him to pray to the Lord, to ſhew them what 
(in that great ſtrait, ) he would have them to do; and they 
promiſe on their parts to obey it ,- be it what it would : ſup- 
poſing that now God would ſurely give way to their going 
into Egypt, becauſe all things were then become ſo deſperatein 
7udah. Contrary to their expeAation, God gives them a ſtri&& 
charge not toge thither, but to ſtay at home z promiſing pro- 
tetion and bleſſing at home, and threatning utter d:ftruftion 
by ſword, famine, and peſtilence, to all that , after this warn- 
ing given, ſhou!d dare to ſojourn in Egypr , er. 42. All this 
not withſtanding, their vain thoughts of ſhelter in Egype for a: 
ſeaſon, and hope of return thence ſo ſoon as it might be ſafe to 
dwellin JF#dab, prevailed fo far with them,as to give the Pro- 
Phet the ly, thow ſpeaksſt: falſly 3. the Lord our God hath nor ſent 
thee, to ſay, Go not into Egypt to ſojourn there, 7er. 43.2. and 
then, Zohananand his complices, take all the men, women,and 
children, that were with Gedaliah, and amongthem Feremiah 
himſclf,and F arzch his Scribe (that ſo,theſe 1night fare as 111 as 
the reſt, ifevill befcll them) and to carry them down into Z- 
gypry. tndeſpight of Jeremiah and all bis prophecying. Roby: 
there, at T ahphanes ( one of the Royall Cities and Seates 0 
Pharaoh.) Feremiah ſpares neither them , nor Egypr , but de- 
nounceth from the Lord, totall perdition cha and that by 
the ſword of Babylon, cap.43. and 44. Nevertheleſſe, they fell 
greedily to the Idolatry of Egypr, for which beirig reproved by 
thefaithfull Prophet, they ( and Pharaoh together, ſay fome 
Hiſtorians) ſtoned him to death in T ahphanes. But that murder 
went not long unrevenged by God , who in the fourth yeare 


alter the coming of the 7ews into Egypr,brought the Chaldeans. 


(after 
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(after Nebuchadnezar had conquered Syria, Mob ; and Amis 2- Obſervi 
»10n ) upon Egypt , where he over-run and ruined the King- Joſeph. Anrig. 
dom, ſlew the King, and many of the 7ews; carrying the relt /44- 46.10. 
of rhem with him into Babylow , who might have dwelt ſafely 
in their own Land, had they not been ſo,mad upon ZFgype. 
Thus that fooliſh people , through their own vain thoughts, 
not onely lengthened, but much increaſed their miſery , by not 
taking the courſe God had preſcrived , but following the way 
of their own hearts and thoughts, in going 4»Wn into Egype, 
where the thing that they feared fell upon them , and the hap- 
pineſſe they expeRed fled further from them. 

6, As for thoſe that were in Babylon, one would eafily be- 6- In Baty/on, 
lieve that they had enough of the fruit of their own vain '*Co=pliance 
thonghts ; ſo as now, if ever , they would asſlodge and calheir —_ 
them, But alas} eventhere,maxy vain thoughts (till remazned in 
too many of thems, For (to ſay nothing of their groſſe choughrs, 
in Babylon, where, impatient of their bondage, they thought ic 
better to comply with Idolaters (who flouriſhed inall wealth 
and abundance, while theſe Captives lay under the depth of 
miſery ) than to abſtain from Idggptry , and ſo provoke their 
hard-maſters the more againſt them ; as appears by that in 
Exztk. 20. 32, Wewill be as the heathen , as the families of the 
Countries, to ſerve Wood and ſtone. . 

It is lamentableto conſider the vanity of their Thoughts, 

not only in the confidence they placedin their formal wenerhly + Frequent 
faftings, in the fourth, fifth, ſeyenth, and tenth monerh of every aſting, 
yeareg Zach. 8, 19. for ſeventy yeers together , Zach. y. 3. all 
which were reje&ed of God as mock=faſts , that were never 
trudly and indeed kept unto him at all, ver. 5. And it is, yet ,. Acer their 
more wonderfull to behold the extreme vanity that poſſeſſed recurn , their 
them, eyen after the end of thoſe ſeventy yeers , when Cyrus neglet of 
proclaimed liberty to the.Zews to return totheir own Land, 2965s Houle, 
and to rebuild the Eity, and Temple. For even then, albeitat g#;1.;- 
their firſt coming home, they did ſomewhat toward the build- 
ing of the Lords Houſe, and in the ſecond yeare after their re- 
turn, they laid the foundation of it, Ezra 3. Yet, upon thefirſt 
oppoſition of their enemies, they _ laid it aſide, and began 

2 to 
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2. Obſerv, to attend the baſlding of their own houſes wholly.;. conceit- 


ide Scaliger. 


the and concluding, T he time 15 not comegthe time that the Lords 
Howſe ſharld be built, Hag. 1.2. This the Lord took ſo un» 
kindly, that when afterwards they would;have gone forwards 
with it , they meet with ſo many , anditedious oppoſitions 
therein { befides many miſcries, and ſad miſcarriages-and diſ- 
appointments in their own Civill affaires ) that it was ( by 
thecomputation of F»nizs , and other exa&t Chronologers ) 
twice as long a time before they could finiſh the building of 
the City and Temple, as they were detained-in Babylon in that 
long Captivity. And this F take tobe evident to any wiſe and 
diligent O-oſerver ofthe Books of Ezra, and Nehemiah, com- 
pared' with other Hiſtoricall parts of the ſacred Scripture; 
which I ſhall now paſſe over, becauſe I. have heretofore tou- 
ched upon it, in Four hearing.So that their own vain Thoughts 
had drawn out their miſery, into far greater length, than'God 
himſclFat firſt intended. For even, in the twentieth year of the 
reiene of Artaxeyxes Mnemon, ( which was at the leaſt 144. 
yeeres after their firſt coming home from Babylow ) the rem- 
nant of the Captivity inthe Pggvince were in great afflition and 
reproach, Nh. 1.3. which moved Nehemiah to ſhed many a 
falt tear , and to ſpend many dayes and nights in fafting and 
prayer, befove the whole work could be finiſhed , and the peo- 
ple eaſed and freed of that long and ſharp afiRion. | 

Thus I have,atlength, ſhewed you , j#7hat the Thowghts of 
this 'P cople wee, that did ſo much miſlead them. 


2. Reaſons of ' ' 2, I come now to the Grounds of the Point; which I ſhall 


the Point. 


T7. Sin befots + : 
men,” 


reduce to thele three. 
1; It iS the niture af fin, and ſinfull thoughts long harbour- 


 edarid mach 'madeof,'to befotmen in their Intell ls, as 
\ wat as to-corrupt' their' affe@&ions. Sin makes fools of: the 


wiſclt men; even of Solomon himſAf, 1. King. 11. It makes 


_ .-;". men unable to judge of the folly of a finfull way, and the more 


Srofle the fin, the leſſe knowledge is left.in the finner , to judge 
of the profienefle of it. He ferderh of After, a dectived heart 
bath turned him afide, that he 6annot deliver bis ſoul, or ſay , 19 
there not n ly in my right hand ? Iſai. 44. 20, And as it Pcs 

m 


> of: the\IhonghtA v7 


| | 37 
him fericelefſe of the (infuloeſſe), ſo, zt,makes himas fooliſh.in + fore 


projecting his dcliverance from the evill, which is drawn up- 


On him, This was Epbraims caſe 4 Hoſe 7» 9, Strangers "dem 


voured his ſtrength, yes be knew not , yea , Grey haires Were here 
and there upon him , and yet he knew, not, What was it that he 


knew nat? was he ignorant of what befell. him ? Nay, wit-. 


neſſe his fretting and chafing under it, that had brought him to 
grey haires before his time, But this was it which he knew 
not, viz: the true and right: way to be delivered from it, He 
vainly ſuppoſed, be knew well enough (withone asking coun- 
cell of a Pricſt or Prophet ) how to rid himſ{clf of the evils 
that were upon him z and fo, out of ſelf confidence, he ſcorn- 
ed to advife with God, even after he had found by experience, 
that he had taken a wrong courſe: for the Lord complaines 
there, in ver. 10.-the Pride of 1/rael teſtifieth to his face, avid they 
de not return to the Lord their God, ner ſeek: him for althis. Let 
what would befall him , he would endure it all, ratherthan 
confeſle his folly, Therefore 1s it added. Ephraim al/o 35-4 filly 
dove, Without heart (there is no fool to the (elf; conceited wile 
many ): they ca## ro Egypt. they go to Aſſyria, wer. Id, They; wall 
turn every ſtone, try all ineans in Earth and Hell 7 befarethcy 
will return to God , in their greateſt extremity. No marvail 
then, if they find that true, 1/hen they go 7 will ſpread my met 
upon them , 1 will bring them doWn as.tbe foriles of the Heaven, 
ver, 12; Sin makes men as (ottiſh as filly, birds 1a, Net : : The 
more they flutter and beat themſelves to'get out , the more ſure 
prey they are to the Fouler. Thysis it which makes great men, 
and wiſe men of the world to account it a:diſparagement, to 
do asa Miniſter adviſeth , -and to take any courſe rather than 
that': and, if they happen to take his councell ,. when-they are 
beaten outof their ownYy they will not endure-tg hear thet it 
wasdoneat his motion or inſtance, be .it-never {6 neceſſary 


and proper for a Miniſter of Chriſt , to prefie in behalf of his 


One » and be they otherwiſe never fo-negligent inthe doing 


- 2, The juſt Judgement of God upon' a perſon , or people 
that have long ſtood it out. with God, and would take no 


< 


2. Reaſon, 


Gods Judge- | 
ment upon obs | 
9 W3irn- Curate hnners. 
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2.0bſerv, warnitigs. When God by' his Meffengers hath long called and 

cryed earely and late unto a people, and they make no anſwer, 

God gives them up to 4 ſpirir of immber , cloſing their eyes that 

they ſhould not ſer , and their eares that they ſhould not hear : 

And then, no matvail if they be drunken , but not With wine, 

and that they ſtagger but not With ſtrong drink, Iſai. 29, 9. So 

that, when Gelicts fly upon ſuch perſons and people, it is 

uſually very long ere they be able to ſhake the arrow out again. 

And that a Judgement may ly on to purpoſe, when once 1afli- 

Red , untill men beeither humbled or'deftroyed , God hath 

many*wayes-to bind it down, and to'keep it there , by 

working moſt holily upon the perverſe thoughts of thoſe 

'thatare under it ; as namely, 1, By lIctting in an evil ſþi- 

rit, that is, a ſpirit of jealouſy , miſunderſtanding and incur- 

able diviſion, between Prince and people, for the juſt ſcourge 

and deſtriftion of both ; as, between Abimeleck and the men of 

Shechem , he being guilty of blood , and they being ſome way 

aiding unto himin the ſhedding of it , F#dg. 9. 23, 24. Thus 

Rehoboams , pertinacioully adhering to the evill councclls of a 

2 company of yong vain men that had been brought up with him, 

(1. King. 12.) made the rent ſo wide between him and his 

Petitioning Subjedts, that ten Tribes fell off from him at once; 

which laid the foundation of ſuch a laſting warre , as never 

ended, while 7/-acl and Fudah (now divided) continued to be 

Kingdoms. And th# thing was from the Lord, (1.King.12.13.) 

for the great ingratitude of So/owon , whoſe heart turned away 
from the Lord God of Iſrael , mh had appeared unto bims tWice, 
I. King. 11.9. 2. God can dolt by filing all the inhabitants 
of the Land, even the Kings that ſit upon Davids Throne, and the 

Prieſts and the Prophets and all the inhabitants of Jerulalem with 
dr unkeneſſe; and daſhing themone ag ahyſt another, even the fa=" 
thers and the ſons together; Fer. 13.17, 14+ The Lord doth not 
onely-daſh the King and people together , but even the people 
alſo among hemkhs that ſhould hold together. Ic was fo 
with Egypt, Iſai. 19.2. 1 Will ſet the Egyptians againf the 
Egyptians, axd they ſhall fight every one againſt his brother , and 


every one againit bis neighbour , City againſt City , and King» 
4 


om 


7 
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demi aq ainft Kinzdom. 3. He can Lngehen. out, a Judgement 2.0 bſerv.: 


even upon thoſe that may poſlioly agree well enough together, 
by ſmicing the wits and councells of thoſe; that are trulted to 
managethe Publike affaires, in times wherein there 1s need of 
molt wiſdom and judgement. Thas, the Princes of Zoan twrned 
fools, theconncell of the wiſe Councellors of Pharaoh became bru- 

tiſh ==» they ſeduced Egypt, even th'y that 'are the ſtay of the 
Tribes, And the reaſon was, The Lord hath mingled a perverſe 

ſpirit in the midſt thereof , and they bave cauſed Egypt to erre in 

every Work thereof, as a drunken man ſtaggereth in bis vomit, 

1ſai. 19. 11. 13,14. When they came together to conſult the 

ſafety and peace of Egypr ; they were led by! fach.4 mere! 
peryerſenefſe ,-as tended rather tothe further troubling and 

ruine of the Kingdom , being as ill able togive counccll, as a 
pack of ſtaggering, recling drunkards. 

_ete 7 Gol 

conceal even from'his own, 'the true Cauſe of a )uigemeat 
inflicted, that the Cauſe maybe more4aid to;heart,, whea it is 


n wiſdome, doth ſometimes for a gqpd ſpace 3- Reaſon, 


counceal from 


diſcovered. So that, if men were never ſo williag to take the his owa, the 
right courſe toremove it, yet it contiaucs, becaule they know true caſe of 
not wherefore the Land mourns, and what would pacifie the *>< Judge- 
Lord., Zoſpnab: hind; and. all the Elders of 7/rart together - no 


ſh:ll por, by all th-1r prayers: and taltings 5, recover. Gods fa- 
vour to 1/+4c/ , untill God diſ:over the fin, and find out the 
Achan that zrovbled Iſracl 5 where y Jultice might de done on 
him that trouoled.them, 7o/4: 7. In the dayes of David there 
Was a. ore of. three. yerrs cominuance yer: by ger. (which 
lalted almoſt half ſo long as the great fanine of Egyprz) and all 
that David could do by all that time, could not remov: it, un- 
till the Lord diſcovercd the true cauſe- tobe for Saul and his 
bloody houſe, b:tauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites 3. which being made 
known.,. and Juſtice done upon ſeven' of his ſons ,.. che Lord 
was entreated for the Land 5" 2: $Sam-21. Who therefore, « the 
Wiſe man, thatnay underſtand this and who is he to whows the 
mouth of the Lord harh ſpoken ,” that he may declare it , for What 
the. Land periſueth; and i burnt up liks 4 wilderneſſe that wm 
| | paſſes 
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paſſarb rbrowph2'Fo#, 9.12. Till this be underftood, the judpe- 
ment is immovyablle.” | {bi} orve 
You have*now- the Rexſonr of the Point. I ſhall ( for 
more expedition')- deferre the V/z5 , untill I have briefly 
ſpoken fomewhat of the third Point, which is this, 
: «aA» LOGTFETL VI IG tb 
God heeps tocaft veekdnuing of the time, and accounts it long' 
pity rakes all ray arts men , undty ha drvivencs, 22 
| projetting wates of their own for their deliverance , and [0 
withitand thoſe of bis appointment. bu 
FE | / At! 1: P14 
"THis theLord here mainly aimed at in this Exprobrarion; 
:Þ "ni#niety, to let them know that he took ſpeciall notice of, 
and laid to heart every houre and minute , wherein thoſe vain 
thoughts remained in them , and accounted the time very /ong, 
How long ! aelatiae” ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge: Within thee | 
ſpeaking by way of a patheticall .urerjeftion , utteritigl'wHetp 
affioh of the mind ( after the manner of men) by an. impby- 
fect ſpeech ; and'not of a bare interrogation onely , whereby a 
queſtion may be put , and the heart little or nothing affeRed 
withit. : ; 
Thus God takes notice efthe ſame thing, not onely in P þa- 
rabh, How long wilt thou vefuſt'to bumble thy ſelf before 'me ! 
Exod. 10. 3. but, even in 1/7«el alſo. How long refuſe ye to keep 
my Commandments and my Laws ' Exod. 16. 28. How long 
Will this people provoke mes and boW long will it be ere they believe 
me'! Num. T4. 11.0 ye ſons of men, hoW long will 'ye tarn my 
glory'into ſhame !' how long 'will ye love vanitie an feth 'aftey 
teaſing ! and this, marked witha Selah ,, Pſal. 4.2. So Wiſ- 
dom cryes out to the' wicked , ( who are the greateſt-fools, 
be they never ſo wiſe in matters-of the world, ) "How long, ye 
ſimple ones, Will ye love ſimplicity, avid the ſcorntys delight in thei 
ſeorning, and fools bats knowleage !* Prov.1. 22, In like manner 
God ſpeaks to the ſpirituall {#gg.rd,, that trifles away pre- 
cious opportunities, untill he-put himſelf into the forclorn 
condition of the foolifh Firgint, 2{#tt.25. thinking, now, and 
now, 


$740 of the. Thox ES L 


«nd do ſomewhat toward the working ont |of hv ſalvation, yet 
ſtill defers, and.lyes ſtill in the bed of ſecurity; How /oug wile 
thou ſleep, O ſuggerd ! _—_ an thay aye out of thy ſeep [ 
Prov 6.9. 

And as God takes notice of'o our Ganiditys F< fs, , he takes it 
very il, and layes it deeply to heart , where ever hefinds ſuch 
procraſtinating , and trifling with him. 7 (faith the Lord ) 
have ſeen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, the leWwaueſſe of. #hy 
Whoredoms ; and thine abeminations.0n 1 bills, in the fields : 
unto thee, 0 Jerufalem | wilt thox not be madeclean ? Py. bal 
ie once be! Jerc13. 27. He not onely ſees what ſhe doth, & how 
long ſhe lyes wallowing in her filthineſle; but denounceth Woe 
unto her for the ſame. This is it which makes his 4» ger (oven 
after ſharp and eovparing aſfiQtions) mor ro be ins... aWay, 
but hs hand zo be ſtretched ont ftill ; when., the. prophe turn not 
ed him that ſmiteth "tom nor fee Lord of ho#s, as they ought, 
Jſai. 9.12, 13. If: God give.) Jezabel ſpace'ro repent of her forni- 
cations, and foe repent _ ' the next news ſhe heares from him 
Ghall be this, Behold, I will caft ber upon a Bed, and them that 
_ EOmmeit adultery. with her into great tribulation, except they repent 

thiir deeds, (Rev;2, 22. T'thalladde but'ione inſtance, more, 
and that is of cov; Read over the fourth chapter of Amex, 
which is enough (if any thing be enough) to awaken Erg/ang. 
On | ering 1/racl1nafatall Lethatgy, * means to 4 
; and, finding her too tenacious, of her wickedneſſe, ap-. 
wer all meanstviimbitteriit to. het ; but., keeps an.exaRt ac-. 
count of all, of the famines,drowthsy blaſtings, nuldews, palmer- 
wormes, peitilences after the manner of Egypt , ſYvord , fire and 
other j ewments, and of her obſtinacy in them ; that , yer, and 
yet, and t ſheſtood it out ;' and; would; ot retiern tento hims 
And with all, bids her now prepare, ber-/elf as the'Sheriff uſes. 
togive warning to malefaRors that are! ſaddenly to beexecu-, 
ted : forſhe ſhall know, to her woe, that the Lord keepsreck-. 
oning 'ofevery prank, and delay, of every day and houte of, 
herſtanding off; forthe had /Wworn by his bolineſſe that the dayes 
es come ”_ 'ber, Wherein he _—_ take ber hd With hooks, 


and 


rio; he will ſhakeoff his loth ; and <catcleſieneſſe of his ſoul, 3. E770 


The' Varity and. 1 Miſchief 


3 es and buy: Nh with a6-bocts ver.2, He would leayencither. 


1.Reaſon. from 
Gods Comipaſ= 
ſton, 


her,nor any of hersin wy Land;but;the 4ſprian ſhould ſweep 
them all away, without ditin&ion, or mercy. And to ſhew 
how reſolute hewas in this, he after binds himſelf to the ſame 
ſeverity by another Oath, Ames 8, 7. wherein he ſwiars by the 
E xcolloncy of facpb, aging; 4 Us trely I With never forget any of 

then wonks,  * 

The Grounds of this Point arelikewiſe threes 

1, The Bowels thatare.in God do ſo much yern upon his 
people in diftreſſe,chat as j in all their afflitions , he himſelf is af+ 
flited; Ifai. 63:9) $0 18 he- infinitely defivous t hafken their 
deliverarice, and thevefore, extremly fenfibleangevenimpatient 
of theleaft delay or obftru@ion :('be it but.a vain thowght ) re- 
tarding their "= Sug Rt, be cau;e' grief, yet Will he 
have compaſſion according to the wultitude of by, mercies : far be 
doth nox willingly affiit, nor griewe rhe childreid of men , Lan.,3. 
33 .34-No marvail theniF he crp que; 0, Hicralalem, Hieru 
FH, which billet the Prophets, and faxeſt them tbat. pre ſent 
unto thee ; How often Would .1 have gathered thy children #ogc- 
ther, even 4s a me athereth her chickius under her Wings , and ye 
would not! Boheld your houſe is left wntoyort deſolate, AHatt23« 


37, 38.: Yea, fo paſſionatehy.eirrieſtis Grad to deliver his peor, 


ple, that their ſtupidity,and obſtinagy:in Withſtayding their own? 
iverance, drew teares fram our Saviour ;: for, when he came 
neer(t6 Hieruſalem) he beheld the. City, avadveept over its [/ 4 
mg, O-if thou bedFt knoYbn, evexnhex, at leaft in:this thy da 
thingt Which bilong ants by; peact } but now bey Sid bom 
thine x uk 5 Luk. 23. 47,\42-:The-notice he pthes of their 
long (tandiog. out, and*his laying-it' ſo. much-to heart , 
was upon this ground; his earz:ſt d-ſirc to fave then, How.ill 
he takes this; ho thatruws may read 3;in the next words 3. For 
the dayes ſhall edme upon thee, that thine enemiics jaallitafs 8 trench 
about thee, and compaſſe thee rownd, and keep thee 3n an every ſide, 
And ſhall jag > thee ever With the ground as thy children Within 
thee; and they ſpall not leave in | tap oze (tang wpon angther 3: and 


the reaſon thereof was this, becanſe they: Ber yet the day of 
their viſitation, ver, 43, 44. 


"7 By 


of the Thoughts. -.\. * 143 
-.. 2... By mens de{ayes , and iprijefting wayes of ther own 3,0b/trv. 
for deliverance, withnegleft of thoſe of Godt own appointment, »- Re on,ſuch 
the Majety, Power, and} ice of God, a8 well as his Mercy, 4 __ all 
ace all cighted at-once.. They that having favony ſbewed they (G00 
will not learn rigbteonſneſſezare charged with this, rhty Will not once. 
behold the Majeſty of tht! Lord, 1/ai. 26.10, Elſewhere, with 
not regarding his Power, Heare now this , ©. fooliſh people and 
Withowt #nder ſtanding z which haye eyes and ſee not , which 
have eaves and bear not , Fear ye not me, ſaith the Lord , will ye 
not trewblo at my preſence, Which have: placed the Land: for the 
boprid.of the Saa by a perpttwall decree? oc. but this people hath'a 
revolting anda rebelliogs heart, they are revelted and gone, ;Feri5, 

21, 32, 23. To another place, they gre taxed with;comempt of 

his Fuſtice ;. Shall & Trumpet be blown in the City, and tht people 

nos be afraid ? Amis 3: 6, Now then, when men thus ſtand it 

out; and therevy ſwjleagaint ſo many Attributrs! of God at 

aefy is it aDy wonder. that he takes theſe. delayes:foull at out 
an $ ; 12.1 CY £803 1097 OJ 2613 -.S0 wWity;! 4 
. 3- Common Equity cryes ſhame,and calls for rev 


upon }- Reaſon, we 
eunder would not be 


our 0B command and Gpyepment. If a Prince fend a gra= (homes nf 


| e'hig off 

heartily ſorry for.it, and reſolve to-do ſo no more; he will fend 

higza Pardon z would ke bear ſach an anſwer as this , Sir, / 

actepe of your Þ ardeny thank. you: for your fetonr , ed hope you # 

Will pare 96.3) but Thee another way to Work, my-0wn delivet- 

ance; and that ts, by cantinving to bt a Traiger ſtill 5.64 leaf in. 

heart, if not with my hands ? Whar greater. ſeorye could be re- 

turged?, .1t a father threaten his child, or a Maſter bis ſervant, 

would-t. pot inrage him to find either child or fyant,inflead 

ofrelorming that faulty to ſtudy ,and-proſecute pther wayes of, 

ſtubbornesand diſpbedicnce ,;the batgeritoiup. hols bimdelf in 

his fixſt offence? Doth not God himfelt thas plead it oue with 

Moſes, olliciting the reſtitmtion of bis filter Mirzem , or Ma- 

»3, before ſh&bad been ſafliciently hombled by bearing he jaſt 
ſhame of her fin, andthe workes: of Gods difplcaſure for it, 


for 


;.0Nfes 


The Uſes 


Points. 


I. Uſe, 


Information. 


The-Vanity and Miſchief 
for the whole time apponted ? 7f her farher had but pit # her 
face, ſhould ſhe mor be aſhamed ſeven dayes? \'Nnm..12. 14. Much 
more therefore ought ſheto undergo that ſhame which God 
himſelf had caſt upon her, and wait upon him in his own way 
for her reſtitution, Nay , we are apt to quarrell and clamour 
without cauſe, even againſt God himſelf, when wedo but con- 
ceit that he negleRts or delayes to take notice and accept of any 
thing we tender to him in 'our way , ( how jultly ſoever he 
may abhor it; ) Wherefore have we faſted; ſay they (in Tſai. 58. 
3. ) and thou [eeſt not ? wherefore have we afflifted our ſouls, and 
thou takeſt no knowledge ? No marvail then, if God take it ill 
with'a witneſſe at the hands of men ;'when = give him juſt 
cauſe to-complaine that, when he hath long' and earneſtly pre- 
ſcribed them a way to their owndeliverance, by waſhing their 
hearts from wickedneſſe,, and by parting\ with all thoſe vaine 
thoughts Which made their hearts fo wicke&, they (till ſuffer 
thoſe very thoughts 1o long to- lodge and remain within them, 48 
expeing deliverance by that way which was the cauſe' of 

their evils. = | Jn. 
I am ſenſible of your affaires-, andof the length of this Diſ- 


of the two laſt courſe , I ſhall' therefore 'now abſolve'the U/er of both theſe 


Points together, with all poſſible brevity, © 
If it be »ſnally ſo long ere men, under Fudiement,' ( eſpecially 
Nationall ) car hit wpon the right courſe for their ovvn deliver- _ 
ance ;- and that God kreps [ach an exatt reckoning of the time, 
accounting it very long, and taking all delayes ſo ill at their hanas, 
wherein they proſceute wayer of their own, with 'negltft of rhoſs of« 
bis appointment, for theip delivieranc?: Then, : * * © © LIND? 
* 1: -Behence informed of the great deceirfulneſſe of pn, and of 
the miſchief it þrings to all that entertain it ;- And that the 
Scripture faith not in vain, Exhort one another daily, white it 
called to a, Eft any-of you be hardened through the deceirfalne(ſe 
of ſin, Heb: 3.13. Sin hatha beautifull face, buta Crocodiles 
heart, and a Scorpions taile. It firſt wooes hard to get any ac- 
ceptance at preſent;afterwards,iteffaſcinates the heart to give 
it /odging & longer entertainment; and then,when Judgments 
purſue them , menfind their'finsto deal- with them Go = 
| WIUC 


tt I A en nom 


. of the Thoughts. 
(which is a worker ,/ Pro. 20, 1. ) ulcth to- handle thoſe that 
1mmoderately.uſe it ; it cauſeth them'to miſtake all things, 
& to be moſt to ſeek of their-way when itis molt dangerous to 
deviate from it: ſo as it maybe ſaid of all finners,inthis caſe, 
by reaſon of fin ( when they have moſt need to: have all their 
wits about them , when the wrath of God begins to burn like 
fire, whereby even the whole Land becomes as a wilderneſſe that 
noe paſſeth through, and , there us none amongit ns that knows 
how long ;-) that was once laid to the charge of the drwnkards 
of Ephraim, by reaſon of wine ; they have erred through Wine, 


and through flrong tink are out of the Way , and. the Prophets 


have erred through ſtrong drink, they are ſwallowed up of Wine : 
they are out off@he way through ſtrong drink,, they erre in viſio, 
they ſtumble in judgement, Iſai. 28. 7. So 1s it withevery one 
that is greedy of fin, it takes away the very underſtanding, rea« 
ſon andlife of all that Jodge it and feed it. Yea, it deals with 
them, as ſometimes E/iſpa with thoſe that were ſent fromthe 
King of Syria, to apprehend him ; the Prophet firlt procures 
them tobe ſmitteri with blindneſſe ; then, by an Treny , ('find- 
ing them at'a lofſe) cryesout unto them , Thes © not the. Way, 


neither us this the City : follow mt, and 1 will bring you tothe may . 


Whom ye ſeek; but be led them to Samaria , even into the mid(t 
of their enemies, 2. King. 6. No ſtratagem , or ambuth in the 
world , can be-more cunningly contrived, nor more ſurely 
take, rhan that which js laid for the precious ſoul of every fin- 
ner, by his vain thoughts that lodge within bim. [, 31 

2. This (like Ezekicls rowle that was Written within and 
Without ) ſpeaks nothing but Lamentation and woe , ( Exh. 2, 
10: ) toall thoſe fottiſh ſinners,” who being reproved for any 
 meansto pet rid of the evils it hath brought upon them, do yet 
bold faſt d:ceit and refuſe to return; and that upon an opinion 
that they can repent When they pleaſe, and make their peace 


with God:when they liſt : That it is nogreat harme rg hold. 


on their fins a little longer ; and fo upon this: preſumption, 
they Weary them/elves ro-commit iniquity, as the Prophet {peak- 
£th, 7er. 9. 5. They bave: wiſdom, policy”, ſubtilty, "ſtrength; 

: G '$ friends, 


Ls 


2. V/6 


Woe and terr our. 
£95 vobdurace | 


| . Y finners. 
ſin, andexhorted forthwith to forſake it, as the onely ſure 


Prov.7. 26,27. 


3. Uſes 


5 Inſtru&ion, 


The Vanity. and Miſchief 
friends, and allies, a purſe &c, . to make their peace with men, 
to ſhake out any arrow that ſticks intheir flcſh, to free them- 
{:lves of any troubles that have arreſted them : and*ſo, they 
miſerably periſh by means of thoſe vain thoughts that thus 
miſkad and abuſe them , by ſetting up an 7g»4 fatwm to be- 
guile then, inſtead of a: true light to guid therr feet inta the 
Way of peace.::Thus are we all deluded and cheated by every 
baſcluſt, by every v4iz thowght of pride, coveteonſneſſe, ambi- 
tion, wantonneſſe, idlenefſe, Machizvellianiſme, revenge, ſelf- 
ſecking, private ends in managing publike affaires, undermin= 
ing, blaſting ,' or depraving others to make way for eur own 
projets, &e.- that {odgeth in us. What evet our lult be, if once 
we yeildunto it (as.that tame fot to the flatteringharlot,. Prov. 
7.) woe untorns, we are undone, We have ne longer any com- 
mand ofour ſpirit, but we wiling!y go after it:ſtriaightway;ac an 
exe goeth to rhe flaxighter, or\as a fool 10 the corration ofithe ſtocks, 
tilha dark; ftrike through onr Liver, 41 a'bird hafteth 46 the ſnare, 
and knoWerh not that it 1s for bis life, Fhis 1s that 'Delilah that 
vever admits Sampſon toſlcep in her'lap, but with purpoſe to 
betray him to the Philiftines that have vow'd: his deftruRtion : 
She hath caſt down many Wounded, yea many ſtrong meen have been 
ne by her.;: Her houſe ts the: wey to Hell , going doWn tothe 
Chambirs of death. They who cannot withitand temptation 
ſolliciting to fin , will hardly find their way out -of-fin ; 'or fo 
muckas an heart truely deſirous. of freedom from it, when 
molt plagued for it, but chooſe rather to go to Hell with their 
luſt, than to Heaven without it. I) 1 io 
3+. By this, we may be able. to prognoſticate and foretell 
ſomewhat of the length of the great evils that now lie ſo heavy 


Touchingthe upon this languiſhing Kingdom , in this day , or rather long 


pou 


ing of night of our 


row, Wherein, We Wait for light, but behold ob- 


our milerie. (cyrir for brightneſſe, hue wewalk, in davkyeſſe 3 We Lops for 


the wall like the hlind, and We grope as if we had no ces, 'we 
ſtumble at noon-day as in the night , we are in deſolete plates as 
dead men :; Wi roare all like beares, and monrn ſore like daves; Wwe 
laok. for j ms but there is nene ; for ſalvation , but it 1 fay 
off from ww.  Hitherto-Gods hand hath. been*heavy , _— yet 

MA I ret. 


frretchnd ont ſtill. Thank none but our vain thenght 


. of the. Thoughts. 


us; forall this. Could we have diflodged-them, our-work, our 
taile, our trouble and dangers had: been long fince at anend. 
When a mans wayes pleaſe God , he maketh even big enemies to be. 
at peace with bim, Prov. 16.7. Yea, he ſhall be 3 league with 
the ſtones, and at peace with the very beaits of the field, Job 5.23. 
But, O the multitude, variety, continuity; and fatal conſtancy 
of vain Thoughts that (till remain in the moſt ,'yea, in the beſi ! 
| When this unbappy and unnatorall war firſt be- 
gan, how were we filled withſtrong, expe&ations that one 
moneth or.ſix weeks-would have made an end-of the bufineſir1 
When thoſe hopes were fruſtrate, what mountanes of freſh: 
confidence did our thoughts caſt up in us, by the next Summers 
expedition, eſpecially by that famous relieving of Glouceſter, 
and firſt battell at Newbery,wherein divers chief Commanders 


: of the Enemy were ſlaine ;| and ſcarce any of them left: un-' 


wounded. Then was onr- month: filled with laughter , antbeur. 
rongue with ſinging. Howbeit , that Summer # ended, and an- 


other gone over us, and we areentring upon a third, yer we are: 7er.8, 20, 


zot-ſaved. Then, our thoughts (as 24in as any of the former) 
began to run frongly upanthe faults of men truſted-with your. 
ſword, the negligence of ſome, the weaknefle and cowardile of 
others, but eſpecially the Treachety of others : and what next?: 
do but purge-the Armies , ſettle their pay, remove the un- 
wortby, mould a Gadly. Army, change the Commanders, and 
theo, 2vid: vow; ſperomins biantes ? Far be it from me to fleight 
any of theſe means, 'or your honourable care andindefatigible 
diligence therein, fo often as jult cauſe requireth. But give me 
leave to deal faithfully and plainly; none: of all theſe will do 
anything, but rather help to jocreaſc and lengthen out our mi- 
fry, ſo long as our wan thought i remain with v.3-if we trult 1a 
ianarmeof fleſh, and vainly think that ſhall fave us , the Lord 
will rejef all our confidences, we ſhall not profer in them : fer. 2, 
37. If, inthe wiſdom,fidelity , and power of -a Parliament, 
even thatalbſo ſhalldeceive us ; not becauſe xt is unuſefull, for 
itisGods Ordinance ( without which , we had long ere this 


down 


47 


been in the. whales-belly of boundlefle Prerogative, and gowe Jon. 2. 


48. 


— 


The Vanity and Miſchief 


x. Uſe; dewi 20 the bottomes of the mountaines 'of Atbitrary Tyranny; 


With her barres about ua for ever; ) 'eut if onee. we make an 


Idoll of Parliaments, or ef any creature, and begin to think 


uehts of them which we ought not to conceive of any but 
of God himſelf; the Lord will not endureit, How quickly can . 
he fay toall, whether Parliament men themſclyes, or others 
that truſt in them beyond what is meet, as ſometimes the King 
of Aſſyria to Hezekiab and his people, for their truſt in the 
ſtrength of Zgypr, 2. King. 18. 19, 20. What confidence 1s this 


" wherein thou trufteſt ? thou ſayeſt (but they are but vain words ) 


1 have councell and ſtrength for the war! Alas | how ſooncan 


' the Lord ( yea, how often doth he ) blaſt all- the wiſdom 


and councell of the beft Councellors 1 Achitophels conuncet was 
once accounted of as if one bad enquired at the Oracle of God, 2. 
Sam, 16. 23, And when he gave his advice to Abſolom, 'it had 
taker with a witneſſe , and done the deed projected ,rhad mor: , 
H#uſhai-prevented'it by giving contrary councell ; and that, 
becauſe the Lord had appointed to defeat the good councell ( not 


that it was good fimply , but enely in' reference to:theend for: 


which it was given,) of Achitophell, to. the intent that.the Lord 
might bring evill upon Abſolom. Which I note: by the way; to 
ſhew- that good comncels are ſometimes diſappointed bythe good 
God, to open'a way to the deftruQion of an evill people, as I 
have obſerved before,in the caſe of Egypr,1/ai. 19. 13,14+ 
- Would we then know, when we are likely toſeean endof 
our troubles? The Refolution will be eaſy and fare: Then, and 
never till then, ſhall falvation and deliverance come leaping wp- 
onthe mountains ,' and rkipping ever the hills; Cant. 2.8. yea, 
then-ſhallthe Lord himſe ride #pon a Cherub and fly, even upon 
the wings of the wind, Pſal. 18. 10. to giveusrelt, and toikeep 
6s in perfeFt peace, making our Officers peace , andour Exattors 
hrtowfroſſ, ſo that violence ſhall no more be heard'in onr Land, 


nor waiting or deftru tion within our borders,but we ſhallcall our 

walls ſalvation ,' and our gates praiſe; namely , when we arc 

willing to part with all our vaiz thoughts piarngr bens 

ed, or any other thar lodge Within us, and ſhall caſt thi Wy AS 

a monſtruous cloth., ſaying nnro them with hatred and deteſta- 
. tion, 


of the Thoughts. 

tion, Get ye hence, 3/ai; 3. 22, But untill then, it is notall 
the wiſdom; policy, and Armies in the world, thatſhall be 
able to belp us ; it will be with us as with J/7acl, 2. Chro. 15« 
5,6. when there was no peace to him that went ont , nor to him 
that came in, but great vexations Were upon all the inbabitants of 
the Countries, And nation Was deftroyed of nation , and City of 
| City : for God did vex them with all adver ſity. 


4: Be hence Admoniſhed and Exhorted 'to- beware of all 4. U/*. 
t ts, deſignes , and projets of your own, as thinking Admin to 
thereby to put anend to the miſeries and deſolations of the rabt = ory 
Kingdom. Make haſte , part with all fuch vanities, even while "gg oh EE 
it is calltd to day, leaſt any of you be hardened in them, ere you be © 
aware. Caſt 7:z.abe! ont atthe window preſently , paint ſhe 
never ſo exquifitely, although formerly thou have been her Eu- 
nuch : now (cw, ſhall I fay? nay, ) now fehovah calls, 
and demands her of thee. Let this very houre begin the eternall 
Foy between usand all our lults, and thoughts of vanity. 

not God come ſs mach as once more, and find thens 


lodging. in wu , and renew his complaint againſt us, and ſay, 
How' long?Leſt he make us to howl out our complaints tohine 
for the length of our calamities ; to follow him in vain , with 


2 many How log's, a5 he hath done us, and tocry ont witli 
the Palmift, P/ak 12.1, 2. HoW long wilt thos forgee me ( O 
* Lord ) for ever ? How long wilt thow hide thy face frons me * 
How long foall I take councell in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my 
heart daily * How Ioug ſhall mine enemy be. exalted over me? 
And when we haveall done, to fit down in deſperate grief, as 
ſometimes the Church of old, having none among 1m that knows 
— Pſal. 74. 9» 
I bea fad Symptome of a laſting Judgement and 
apt ng  eptnn-em if after all ay L_ wing that 
' wig ; On ACIONE MED 14s, * we I - yet gcr de" » jt 0.18. 
$a the ales of has yoodneſſe, forbtarance, and long-(uffering, 29. 
« nxot naming that the goodneffe of God leadeth unto Repent= 
ance... This.Yuere. co ' #p more wrath againſt the day of 
Wath, Rez. 2, Butcſpecially if You, Honourable and Be- 
laved, (who arccbe. fu of the _ )' after.ſo-many _ * Iſai. 1g. | 


) 


; 
«1? 


5 
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4 Uſe. of Humiliation , and ſo often ſolemn: falling:down beforethe 


Lord, 4;33ſometimes Foſhnah andthe Elders.) Yoith daſompon 
ar heads, in the bebalt of 1/recl ;: ſhould: entertain and bar» 
ur any. Thoxghe of. your own ſelf ſuſficiency., wiſdam; 
power, any thing,, to carry. on. the. great work of. ſo. many. 
Kingdoms ( all gaſping for life//) further: than. God ſhall 
plcafe to uſe you as his humble and faithfall Inſtruments, that 
are well content to be made any thing,. every thing , nothing, 
fo he may have glory , what ever becomes of'you, andof all 
your. private interets. Take heed , take heed, I humbly pray 
you, to your own Spirits ;- you have: your corruptions, your 


vain Thoughts as well as others, and are. obnoxious tomoro 


and greater tentations ,..aS the higher Trees. and Towers are 
more ſubjet to winds and ſtorms, than lower ſhrubs and 
buildings. Vain thoughts in private perſons, do for :the molt 
part ſink few but themſclycs, unle(& when the diſeaſe becomes 
Epidemicall ; But vair thoughts entertained: by. you , .in mas 
raging the great buſineſſes that are under. your: hands, would 
ryintwo, if not three Kingdoms at,once, Let themiſcarria 
of ?er»ſalem make you.more circumſpeR and cautious. Their 
u41n-T hogghts are recorded for your Admonitien.. Look upon 
them as ſo. many Rocks or Shelves thatdplic them, and-will as 
certainly ruin all others that (not. eaking warningby Fermſa- 
kw) ſhall adventure too neer them; | » 
_ Your Priviledges be. great; and ,. againſt men that would 
fpoile you of them, it is juſt and-bonourable to plead and aflert- 
them, But take heed you uſe them net as any Plra in barre 
againſt God.: He.is content that, you enjoy! yours; let' none 
prevaile with you-to purloine from him any thing that is his. 
Stand not upon termes'With Ze/#us ChriFt , as if any Preſcrip- 
tions or Laws of the Kingdom ( although never ſo fundamen- 
tall ) were ſufficient Ground nat to receive and obey the Laws 
of his Kingdom., which ſeem difſonant and different from 
ours. This is the bigh way to looſe: all, and Chrif too- 
here is a time coming,and it is at hand, wherein all the King- 
doms efthe Earth (ball be the Lords; not by:tempering his 
bays to.theirs, but. by conforming theurs to- his 5 notby.blot= 


Of the Thoughts. 
ting /outthe words of Scripture , out by breaking them to 
peeces that oppoſe it. Now therefore, if Kings will not be 
wiſe; yet be anſtrivfted ye Judges of the Earth: You, T mean, 
that be the Governonrs of our 1/racl. Away with all vain 
Thoughts of 'the-Vulgar. Do not think that your corre- 
ſpondence with 'that (great City, your care for the exter- 
nall parts of Religion, your deſcent, your wiſdom, ' your faſt- 
ing, your utmoſt abilities and endeavours will or can do at'y 
thing, when reſted upon, to ltanch the iſſue of blood in this or 
the neighbouring Kingdoms, Take heed of thoſe ſpirits of cr- 


rour, who with faire, (fptcions, pargerted, £ 


to make merchandize of you, beguiling unſta 


and Schiſmes now pleaded for both by word and writting, as 
if it, were a part of Chrifts Legacy and his peoples Liberty to be 
of what Religion they will ; 'to be tolerated in any opinions 
neyer ſo erroneous and pernicious ( untill further light: ) that 
It 18 the Magiſtrates duty to prote& them in that Liberty ; and 
that the contrary thereunto 1s to perſecute Chrif?. Hath God 
inſerted this as one maine branch of hisGrand'Covenant with 
tus people under the Goſpell, - 7 wi# give them one heart and one 


Way that they may fear me for ever, * that is,that they may all call , 


#pon the name of the Lord,to ſerve him With one conſent? Zeph.3.9. 
Did Chriſt aſcend up on high and give guifts unto men, and 
gave ſame, Apoſtles; ſome, Prophets ; ana ſome , Evangeliſt s; 
«nd ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfefting of the Saints, 
for the work of the Miniftery, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 
#1 we all come, cis ris worra + wins into the Unity of the faith; 
and, Sit perſecution , and Anti-cbriſtianiſne to engage all to 
TVmnity and Vniformity ? Doth Pax! bid the Philippians to be» 
Ware ef the Goncifion ? Phil. 3.2. Doth he beſtech the Romaves 
to mark; thoſe Which cauſe ſons and offences , contrary to the 
doftrine Which they had learned, and to avoid them ; and that up- 
on this ground, that they Who are ſuch , ſerve nor the Lord Jeſus 
bat their own bellies , however by good Words and faire ſpeeches 
they deceive the hearts of the wo Rom. 16. 19,18. Doth be, 
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lozing words ) ſeek '2. Pet. 3. 3. 
le ſonls. Beware of ver-14- \a5air 
thoſe compliances with and indulgences to all ſorts of 'Sefts A599 


Tere 32. 39« 


1 would they Were even cut off 


4. V/6 
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ford in their hands ; and to defer the ſettling of: cmuavecrs:'of 


The Vanity..and Miſebief 
that trouble 'youy Gal.5, 12, And.is it ſuchanhaminus offence 
now, for the faithfnll Servants of -Ch#if, to Advy/e you to the 
ſame courſe? O Heavens | be altoniſhed at-this z; and bluſh 
for the ignorance of ſome, and impudence of others, that dare 
fo boldly preſſe for fach: a Toleration, whichi none but vain 
deſtrufive Thoughts of carnall men can lodk upon ,-withogt 
indignation.and horror. Beware how your hearken'to thoſe 
Empiricks and Syrens,, whio ſeek to charme the workd into a 
deep fleep , by preſenting their confidence of a neceſlity of 
complying with! all ſorts of Scaries., yea ,; of ;trulting the 


Religion during the war, for'fear of looking the Godly ' party 
(as too many proudly ſtile themſelves ,. by way of difference 
from all that are not of their. opinions8and wayes: Y What is 
this, butt teach God anew forme of Policicks, toproctaime, 
that it is Pot alwayes fafe to-hold otit the: truth of [tle Goſpel; 
and-to command;allimen to imbrace ic, but much fafer to hate 
bet ween-two opinions? Belike Foſaab went beyond his bounds, 
when after himſelf had fworn a ſolemn Covenant tothe Lord, 
he needs all Judah and Benjamin toftand toit , anc made all thits 
Were preſext in I{vacl, to-ſerve the Lord chevy: God, 2; Chro." 34% 
32, 33« And Aſa, much more,. when he drewattthepeople 
into a Covenant , That Whoſoever mentd not ſeek. the Lord God 
of Iſracl, ſbowld be put to d:ath, wheaber fanall ov great , man od 
Woman, 2. Chro. 15, 13. But the ample and tranſcendent com- 
mendations which the Lord | REES pious Kings , e(- 
pecially in reference to their fracerjty and: zeale inreforming 
and ſettling of Religion in oneuniforme way, may ſufficiently 
warrant and encourage all Religions Magiſtrats., to'take care 
that all under their Government, ſhould all ſerve the Lord 
With one fſorrelder ;, this being not a:tyranny over men',:butthe 
Prtviledge of the Goſpel, Beware yet, at laſt, of —— 
that it 59 108 yes time to build che Lords Houſe, Judah paid dear” 
for this, as 1 have heretofore ſkewed youat large, on Pal. 76. 
2Q andinmy fermer Sem, on this Fext ;. and therefore ſbalÞ 
ſpare myſelf apd:you the paines of inlarging at the: prefers.” 
Keel this in your ears, Gods Truth, the teue Worlbipan# 


. j- 


.— 


— 


| of the Thoughts. 

Diſcipline of Chrift, ſet up and dtabliſhed in one uniforme 4. V/e- 
way , never prejudiced any nation or State ( where it had 

free paſſage ) in the leaſt degree, but hath ever been their fafe- 

ty , happineſſe, and honour. It is «rour, ( how much fo- 

ever cryed up, ) not Truch (how much ſoever cryed down 

and blaſphemed ) that makes and foments rents and faftions. | 
It is he that is not with Chriſt, that ſcattered abroad *. Truth * Marr, 12.30: 
hath a commanding power over the hearts of men : it guides 
their feet into wayes of peace ; it heales breaches, brings in the 
hearts of the diſobedirnt to the wiſdom of the juſt , and makes ready 
a people prepared for the Lord. Tt will cauſe all erronr to fall 
before it, as Dagon before the Ark, and to vaniſh, as dimme 


Luk, x. 17. 


© candle light before the Sun in his ſtrength. Wherefore , Ger yo 


up to the mountain, and bring wood , ard build the houſe, and 7 
will take pleaſure init, and I will be glorified , oy” the Lord , 
Hag. x. 8. Set up Chrifts Kingdom , haſten the ſettling of 2 
Godly Diſcipline, and then take this for your reward, Fam, _ 
with you, ſaith the Lord*: and, from this day will 1blefſe you. ME -_ 


FINIS. 


E 3 2K: 4:F-.4 
UPag. 2. lin. 34 read Ms. and in marge A for 1H, pag. 6. lin. 3. 


vo 
for azimi read cordjs , and dele cogiteris. Ibid. lin. 35- read 7. pag 
, threamed; 


36. lin. B7 for miended, read 


